
The Rhode Island Convention Center Authority

Operations and Facilities Committee

Minutes of the December 15, 2015 meeting

A meeting of the Operations and Facilities Committee of the Rhode

Island Convention Center Authority Board of Commissioners was

held on December 15, 2015 pursuant to notice at the Rhode Island

Convention Center, One LaSalle Square, Providence, RI 02903.

Commissioners present were Bernie Buonanno, Patrick Butler, Stan

Israel, and Paul MacDonald.

Also in attendance were Jim McCarvill, Executive Director of the

Rhode Island Convention Center, Larry Lepore, Amanda Wilmouth

and Robert Lauro, Complex; Dan Schwartz, VETS; Bruce Legal

Counsel and Eileen Smith Recording Secretary.

Mr. MacDonald called the meeting to order at 10:20 AM.  Mr. McCarvill

reported that he had some contact with individuals that brought to his

attention the opportunity to take part in virtual net metering.  Mr.

McCarvill explained the concept.  He stated that both solar and wind

opportunities have been presented.  Mr. Buonanno commented that

deep water energy will cost more than customers are paying at the

present time.  Mr. MacDonald said that it is true that the initial costs

will be higher but not in the long term.  Mr. MacDonald also noted that

the project has the potential to provide the State with good paying



jobs.  He said that the East Coast is prime real estate for wind power. 

Mr. Israel stated that the real prize is in protecting the environment. 

Mr. MacDonald said that he is in favor of alternative energy sources

but we should move forward cautiously.  Mr. McCarvill stated that

National Grid would still be in charge of distribution.  Mr. McCarvill

said that both solar and wind are on the table.  Mr. Buonanno asked

what steps we should take going forward.  Mr. Butler noted that we

should see which would be more cost effective and environmentally

beneficial for us in the future.  Mr. McCarvill said that we want to

investigate our options.  Mr. Butler said that we should invite

representatives of both wind and solar to address the Committee.  Mr.

Lauro noted that he has had conversations with the solar people

recently.  Mr. Butler said that he would like to see the off-site

locations.

Ms. Wilmouth and Mr. Lauro were asked to update the Committee on

capital projects.  Mr. MacDonald noted that the front of the building is

showing a great deal of wear and tear and does not present a good

impression to visitors.   Ms. Wilmouth stated that the 5th floor rest

rooms are in need of attention.  Discussion ensued regarding what is

needed to repair them.  Ms. Wilmouth stated that they just need some

care to tighten lose latches and hinges and an overall facelift.  Mr.

Lauro reported that the doors to the garage connector and the Omni

are in bad shape.    

Mr. Buonanno asked if we are in any danger with either roof.  Mr.



Lepore said that there is no danger that they will fail although they

leak.  Mr. Lepore continued that new roofing materials are lighter and

he said that we will look into alternative products when the time

comes to replace the existing roof.

Mr. MacDonald asked if there were any other business.  Hearing none

he sought a motion to adjourn.  Upon a motion duly made by Mr.

Butler and seconded by Mr. Israel it was unanimously

	VOTED:    to adjourn at 11:00 AM


