TOWN OF WARREN
PLANNING BOARD
Minutes of December 22, 2014

The Warren Planning Board held a Regular Meeting at the Warren Town Hall on December 22, 2014, at
7:00 p.m. in the Town Council Chambers, Town Hall. Present members were C. Thibaudeau, R. Mello, F.
Massie, J. Piepowski, P. Smith, S. Smith and C. Fuller. Absent were S. Piper and D. Kallfelz.

Chair F. Massie called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and explained the public information session
process.

Public Information Meeting on the Water Rower Expansion on Metacom Avenue

(Assessor’s Plat 13C, Lots 4-7, 57).

J. Pieopowski motioned to open the public hearing, seconded by R. Mello. The Planning Board voted
unanimously to open the public hearing.

William Landry of Blish & Cavanaugh, attorney for the Water Rower development, presented the
project. Peter King, the Principal of Water Rower, discussed the company and its expanding needs for
space. John Sheridan, Sheridan Associates Design Build and Project Manager for Water Rower,
discussed the proposed designs in more detail, with perspectives of the proposed Phase 1 and Phase 2
of the development. Mr. Sheridan discussed proposed zoning amendments for 6.25 acres of the site.
He discussed screening of the site and landscaping.

F. Massie called for public comment. Speakers made the following comments:

e Dana Warren (Adams Lane) stated that the land had problems because of zoning changes and
because of Adams Lane, which has existed for over 100 years. She said that easement language
was written loosely, and deeds were not corrected. She also noted the use of the rear portion
of Water Rower for storage and suggested a protocol to reduce visibility. She also noted that
workers often drive over the field to enter Metacom Avenue.

e David Urban (Laurel Lane) mentioned that wetlands had been destroyed by the previous owner.

e Claudia Soave (Metacom Avenue) said that she lives across Metacom Avenue. She does not
want the property rezoned to commercial, and said that the Comprehensive Plan says that
commercial should not flow north. She is also concerned that if Water Rower leaves, the next
owner could put anything on the site. She said that green space in the front is ok, but
congestion in the area is bad and we should not add more.

e Steve Calenda (Parker Avenue) said that the zoning code requires that the development be
conducive to neighborhoods. He would like to see something aesthetically pleasing around the
site, especially better fencing on Parker Avenue. Also, trash pickup should be rescheduled at
better times.

e Mike Kindness (Parker Avenue) asked about the proposed biomass facility on the site and
whether it would produce odors.



e Mike Sigourney (Libby Lane) said that he appreciates a business owner building in the area, and
also as a resident wants to maximize open space and water flow on the site.

F. Massie thanked speakers for their comments. He noted that those concerned about Adams Lane
should bring those concerns to Town Council. At 8:07, J. Piepowski motioned to close the public
hearing. P. Smith seconded the motion. The Planning Board voted to close the public hearing.

Miller-Abbot House Subdivision (Assessor’s Plat 2, Lot 103). This item was placed on the agenda as a
public hearing. At 8:07 p.m., C. Thibaudeau motioned to open a public hearing. R. Mello seconded the
motion. The Planning Board voted unanimously to open the public hearing.

William Dennis, representing Miller-Abbot House LLC, explained that this item is a preliminary plan
application for a minor subdivision intended to split the property into two lots. The lot on Miller Street,
where the house stands, would be one lot. The rear portion of the property, where the garage stands,
would be the second lot. Several neighborhood residents spoke up about the historic trees on the site
and stated that they should be preserved: Valerie Harvey (West Street), Charles Staton (Prudence Lane),
Marian Clark (Union Street), Paula Silva (Lyndon Street) and Nick Heywood (Broad Street). Keri Cronin
(Union Street) stated concern about the lack of open space in the neighborhood if the subdivided
property is developed. Ms. Federico stated that the planning board could combine the preliminary and
final plans at a later meeting, but the Planning Board was not properly advertised or a decision at this
meeting.

At 8:25, ). Piepowski made a motion to close the public hearing. C. Fuller seconded. The Planning Board
voted unanimously to close the public hearing.

New Business: a. Request for Opinion from the Planning Board on the Kickamuit Woods Development
(Swansea, MA), Presentation by the Kickemuit River Council

David Urban of the Kickemuit River Council (KRC) discussed a proposed development in Swansea. The
KRC requested an opinion from the Planning Board on the development. The Planning Board expressed
concern and F. Massie asked the KRC to draft a letter for the Planning Board’s review.

Scheduling of a Joint Planning Board and Zoning Board meeting to review the Water Rower Master
Plan application, Zoning Map and Text Amendment Recommendation and Special Use Permits
Required for Water Rower Expansion

The Planning Board discussed possible dates for a joint meeting with the Zoning Board.

Administrative Matters: Ms. Federico discussed the Open Meetings Act to the new board members.
The Planning Board discussed the need to advertise for a new Planning Board secretary. C. Thibaudeau
motioned to advertise the position, seconded by P. Smith. The Planning Board voted unanimously to

advertise for a new Planning Board Secretary.

With all business concluded, C. Thibaudeau made a motion to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. That motion was
seconded by J. Piepowski. The Planning Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.

Submitted by CW.



