TOWN OF WARREN

PLANNING BOARD

Minutes of the Warren Planning Board Meeting

October 7, 2013

The meeting of the Warren Planning Board began at 7:00 PM. Present were F. Massie, J. Piepowski, R.

Silva, B. Heckert, S. Thompson and D. Kallfelz. Absent were Martha Heald C. Thibaudeau and R. Mello.

Also present were Town Planner Caroline Wells and Town Attorney Peter Skwirz.

There was a quorum of Board members for this meeting.

Approval of Minutes:

Ms. Wells noted that she sent amended Minutes to include commentary by Mr. Thompson. On a

motion by J. Piepowski, seconded by B. Heckert, the amended minutes for the September 16, 2013

meeting were approved unanimously.

New Business:

a.

Review of Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Tax Assessor Plat 21, Lot 138 (272
Market Street), Chapter 32, Article XXVIII Rural Business Zoning District, Section 32-166 Permitted
Uses and Recommendation to Town Council

Robert Healey, representing the applicants, explained that the request is for retail in the Rural
Business District, which is currently not allowed. R. Silva asked if the Fire Chief, Al Galinelli, could
speak to the safety of the proposal. Mr. Galinelli stated that the property has a 2 hour separation
with a block wall. The fire system needs to be upgraded. The property has a sheetrock ceiling and a
stairwell from the second floor. Mr. Silva asked about the potential for off-gassing from improper
storage of wood pellets. Mr. Galinelli stated that he can require a CO,alarm and monitors. He
talked to the owners about the alarm system. Mr. Massie asked the Solicitor if this would allow the
use [retail of wood stoves and pellets] in the whole zone. Mr. Skwirtz replied that this would have

to be consistent with the intent of the Rural Business District overall. Mr. Heckert asked about the



b.

property being in the Special Flood Fringe Lands and the ordinance prohibiting storage of bulk
materials there. The Board discussed the possibility of materials floating if the area were flooded.
Ms. Wells stated that the applicants will have to appear before the Zoning Board for a Special Use
Permit and they would look at the uses for this area. Mr. Silva made a motion for the Chair to write
a recommendation letter to the Town Council approving the addition of this use in the Rural
Business Zoning District. Mr. Massie seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously to write a
recommendation in support of adding the retail for wood stoves and wood pellets to the list of

permitted uses in the Rural Business District.

Conceptual Presentation of the American Tourister Development by Brady Sullivan Properties

A PowerPoint presentation was made by Brady Sullivan representatives Ron DeCola, Chris Starr and
architect Paul Satas. The Planning Board asked questions about the concepts of the proposal. Mr.
Massie asked Brady Sullivan about the number of units. Mr. Starr replied that the units were about
116 fewer than the Meredith proposal, a total of 195 to 210 units. Mr. Massie asked if they had any
calculations on how the development would impact the local economy. Mr. Starr responded that
they did not at this point, but they will try to determine the increase in tax revenue. Mr. Heckert
asked if they knew their proposed commercial mix. Mr. DeCola stated that he believed it would be
predominantly retail and office, not industrial. Their goal is to have businesses that support and
enhance their tenants’ amenities. Mr. Heckert asked if that would include food related businesses.

Mr. DeCola said that might be possible.

Chairman Fred Massie then invited questions from the public. The public asked questions about:
e Section 8 housing

e Parking spaces and traffic

e the warehouse (“Phase 2”)

The Chair thanked Brady Sullivan for their presentation.

A motion to adjourn was made by B. Heckert and seconded by S. Thompson. The
Commission unanimously approved the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 8:00

p.m.



