
KENT COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE BOARD  

 
November 15, 2012 

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Kent County Water Authority was 

held on the 15th day of November, 2012, at 3:30 p.m. at the offices of the Authority in West 
Warwick, RI, in the Joseph D. Richard Board Room. 
 

Vice-Chairman Masterson opened the meeting at 3:30 p.m.  Board Members Mr. 
Gallucci, and Mr. Giorgio were present together along with the General Manager Timothy J. 
Brown, legal counsel Patrick J. Sullivan, Esq. as well as Mr. Duscheneau.  General Manager 
Brown informs the board that Mr. Inman reports a prior commitment and Chariman Boyer is not 
in attendance for medical reasons.  Mr. Masterson led the group in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the regular board meeting of October 18, 2012 were presented for 
approval.  Mr. Giorgio moved passage, seconded by Mr. Gallucci and the minutes were 
unanimously approved. 
 
GUESTS 
 
3:30 p.m. High Service Requests:  
 
79 Kulas Rd., West Warwick, RI 
 

The General Manager presented the board with the high service request of Jean F. 
Skillicorn.  Mr.Brown reports the applicant resides in Royal Oak, CA.  The petitioner wants to 
subdivide one lot to create four lots for residences. Single-family dwellings are proposed to be 
built on the new lots, four new homes and one existing home.  The General Manager reports no 
issues with the petition. 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Giorgio, seconded by Mr. Gallucci, to conditionally approve the 
request for water supply to a single family home with the following conditions in lieu of a 
moratorium: 
 

1. The Kent County water Authority is not a guarantor of water supply for this or any 
other approval and KCWA can only supply water reasonably available to it and therefore 
any applicant/customer of KCWA understands that any third-party commitments made 
by an applicant/customer are subject to the reasonable availability of water Supply and 
limits of the existing infrastructure to support service.  
 



2.  A deficient condition associated with accelerated commercial and residential 
development exists in the area serviced by the KCWA, the KCWA is in the process of 
planning for additional water supply and therefore delays or diminution in service may 
occur if the water supply is unavailable or unable to produce water sufficient to service 
the customers KCWA.  
 
3.  Ventures, commitments or agreements are at the applicant's sole risk if supply for 
existing infrastructure is found to be insufficient to support service. The applicant may 
afford the authority with system improvements to facilitate adequate service.  
 
4. The applicant shall file a formal single-family home application. The 
applicant/customer understands that any undetected error in the application or an increase 
or change in demand as proposed, which materially affects the ability to supply water to 
the site, will be the responsibility of the applicant/customer and not the KCWA.  
 
5. Only conservation-wise plumbing fixtures are to be installed including, but not limited 
to, low flow shower heads, low flow toilets and low flow aerators on faucets. 
 
6.  If irrigation systems are installed, they must be supplied by a private well. Xeriscape 
landscaping technique and/or proper planting bed (high water holding capacity) soil 
preparation shall be employed throughout the project. 

 
 
Upon Motion made, and duly seconded, and unanimously voted,  
 
 VOTED:  That based upon health and safety concerns to conditionally approve the 
request for water supply to service a single family home with the following conditions in lieu of 
a moratorium: 
 
 

1. The Kent County water Authority is not a guarantor of water supply for this or any 
other approval and KCWA can only supply water reasonably available to it and therefore 
any applicant/customer of KCWA understands that any third-party commitments made 
by an applicant/customer are subject to the reasonable availability of water supply and 
limits of the existing infrastructure to support service.  
 
2.  A deficient condition associated with accelerated commercial and residential 
development exists in the area serviced by the KCWA, the KCWA  is in the process of 
planning for additional water supply and therefore delays or diminution in service may 
occur if the water supply is unavailable or unable to produce water sufficient to service 
the customers KCWA.  
 
3.  Ventures, commitments or agreements are at the applicant's sole risk if supply for 
existing infrastructure is found to be insufficient to support service. The applicant may 
afford the authority with system improvements to facilitate adequate service.  
 



4. The applicant shall file a formal single-family home application. The 
applicant/customer understands that any undetected error in the application or an increase 
or change in demand as proposed, which materially affects the ability to supply water to 
the site, will be the responsibility of the applicant/customer and not the KCWA.  
 
5. Only conservation-wise plumbing fixtures are to be installed including, but not limited 
to, low flow shower heads, low flow toilets and low flow aerators on faucets. 
 
6.  If irrigation systems are installed, they must be supplied by a private well. Xeriscape 
landscaping technique and/or proper planting bed (high water holding capacity) soil 
preparation shall be employed throughout the project. 

 
LEGAL 
 

Legal counsel Patrick J. Sullivan reports that he attended the hearing for Central 
Coventry Fire District in Superior Court on the business calendar in front of Judge Stern.  
Attorney Sullivan summarized the hearing’s highlights, including the fact that Mr. Land, the 
special master, has been collecting revenue for the District and that the District hopes to pay all 
its bills at some point in the future.  The master also reports that there has been a finance 
committee formed to deal with the structural deficit and he hopes to convene a meeting soon. 
 

In addition, Mr. Sullivan reported on his dealings with representatives of the Centre of 
New England.  He reports that he has prepared all the legal documents for service on the 
principals of all the various companies who own real estate in the development, and that he had 
forwarded all documents to Mr. Cambio and Mr. Nelson per the request of the board.  Mr. 
Sullivan reports that he didn’t receive a response, but that he received a call on the eve of this 
meeting from Mr. Cambio.  Mr. Cambio approved the legal documents and the payment 
arrangements but requested that the current bill be included in the consent judgment that requires 
a bi weekly payment to the authority.  That would raise the principal amount to $108,000.00. Mr. 
Sullivan reports that the advised Mr. Cambio that he would present Mr. Cambio’s offer to the 
board. 

 
A discussion ensued among the board members.  Mr. Masterson reports that Mr. Sullivan 

acted quickly after the last meeting and that a call on the eve of the today’s meeting by Mr. 
Cambio was unacceptable.  He requests that Mr. Sullivan continue with his efforts in resolving 
the issue.  Mr. Giorgio suggested that Mr. Sullivan notify the tenants of the Centre of New 
England so they could put pressure on Mr. Cambio with a threat of a shutoff of water service.  
General Manager reported that they would normally notify the fire department that the private 
fire lines would be shutoff.  Mr. Brown further reports that there was a prior agreement where 
Mr. Cambio would pay his arrearage over eight (8) months and he was supposed to continue to 
pay the ongoing charges.  Mr. Brown indicates, however, that Mr. Cambio hasn’t upheld his end 
of the agreement.  Mr. Brown further reports the new combined balance would be about 
$108,000.00. 

 
Mr. Gallucci asked what the difference was between the Central Coventry Fire District 

not paying for their water and the Centre of New England.  The General Manager reports that the 



fire district just hasn’t paid the hydrant fees.  There was a tax revenue problem with the fire 
district.  Conversely, Mr. Cambio has been collecting the funds from his tenants and hasn’t paid 
the water bills with the collected funds. 

 
Mr. Giorgio recommends that if the board were to consider the addition of the current bill 

to the arrearage, then the payment should increase to $10,000.00 bi weekly from the $5,000.00 
previously agreed upon amount.  Mr. Brown indicates that he thinks the board should hold Mr. 
Cambio to the original November 1, 2012 date, and not move to the December 1, 2012 date that 
Mr. Cambio requests.  In connection therewith, Mr. Brown says there should be a stipulation that 
he pay $10,000.00 for the month of November by December 1, 2102, and the board agreed 
unanimously to have Mr. Sullivan continue with the previously authorized collection with the 
modified terms as discussed. 
 
Director of Finance Report: 

General Manager Tim Brown rendered the finance report, which is attached herewith as exhibit 
“A”, which dealt with Revenue Account Cash Flow Projection November 7, 2012.  He indicated 
that Director of Administration and Finance Jo-Ann Gershkoff would be back on the 26th of 
November.  Mr. Brown reports approximately $2,700,000.00 outstanding, and that holiday 
revenues remain slow.  There have been shortages in cash flow.  Mr. Brown reports aging 
balances with the 31-90 days overdue relatively the same. 

Mr. Gallucci moved and seconded by Mr. Giorgio to accept the reports and attach the same as an 
exhibit and that the same be incorporated by reference and be made a part of these minutes.   

Upon Motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously, 

VOTED:  That the Revenue Account Cash Flow Projection November 7, 2012 attached 
as “A”, be approved as presented and be incorporated herein and are made a part hereof. 

Point of Personal Privilege & Communication 
 
Vice-Chair Masterson and Mr. Giorgio together congratulated Mr. Gallucci on his win in the 
election for Warwick City Council. 
 
GENERAL MANAGER/CHIEF ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
GENERAL: 
 
Restricted Operating – Preparation of Filing. 
 
General Manager reports that Rate Counsel Watson is currently preparing the motion for filing.  
The motion should be filed by the end of November, 2012. 
 
CCFD Receivership – KCWA Billings 
 
General Manager Brown reports that Legal Counsel discussed this matter in Mr. Sullivan’s 



report. 
 
Centre of New England Billing/Payments – Board Directed Agreement/Consent Judgment 
 
General Manager Brown indicates this was discussed in Mr. Sullivan’s report from Legal 
Counsel. 
 
Division Hearing – Service Availability – Appeal 
 
General Manager reports that this case involves a service issue on Deer Run concerning the 
availability of water and the authority’s policies and regulations for serviceability.  Mr. Brown 
indicates he is unhappy with the Division’s case.  He indicates that although the hearing has been 
concluded, the remaining briefs and reply briefs remain due.  He further advises the board that a 
rule making may ultimately come out of this order and it will have a major impact upon KCWA 
and the ability to supply and/or be licensed to operate.  There is a conflict between Division, 
Department of Health, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Plumbing Code 
Regulations.  If the decision is unacceptable, there will be a twenty (20) day period in which to 
file an appeal, which Mr. Brown anticipates. 
 
Approval Administrative Subdivision Curran Dam Property Acquisition 
 
General Manager Brown indicates this subdivision application has to deal with the Curran 
Reservoir on Seven Mile Road in Cranston.  RIDEM has already signed the document and this is 
required to keep the process moving for the sale of the property needed by RIDEM for dam 
replacement.  Mr. Brown recommends approval by the board. 
 
Mr. Giorgio moved and seconded by Mr. Gallucci to authorize the execution and signature of the 
administrative subdivision application.   

Upon Motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously, 

VOTED: That the administrative subdivision application attached as “B”, be approved to 
be signed as presented and be incorporated herein and are made a part hereof. 

642 Washington Street, Engagement of Engineering Services 
 
General Manager Brown discussed the current renovation of the Shell Oil gasoline station in 
Coventry.  He reports a contractor is moving forward with his plan to place gasoline lines over 
existing water lines.  There was significant contaminated soil both excavated from the site as 
well as remaining on site surrounding the water line.  Mr. Brown indicates that he received 
inadequate sampling results from the owner and expresses the need to engage an engineer to 
collect additional data and represent us with the Department of Health and/or DEM.  Mr. 
Masterson inquires as to the age of the pipe.  Mr. Brown responds that is was installed prior to 
1930 as a result of the nearby mill requiring a hydrant.  Mr. Brown reports that the property 
became a gasoline station around 1963.  Mr. Brown distributed photographs of the site and 
warned that the owner could completely done with the renovations and could be pumping 
gasoline by December 1, 2012.  He further indicates to the board that his other concern is that 



large trucks have been driving over the old watetr line during the excavation. 
 
Mr. Masterson asks what would be required to fix the condition.  Mr. Brown responds that 
removal of the contaminated soil would be required and perhaps a temporary bypass.  
Eventually, the line should be replaced by moving the pipes to the Laurel Avenue Bridge.  Mr. 
Brown is concerned about digging near the dam, as the elevation of the pond is high.  Mr. Brown 
reports two (2) letters have been sent to the Department of Health, one from his office and one 
from legal counsel.  The letter from Mr. Sullivan indicates to June Swallow from the Department 
of Health that they have been put on notice of a potential public health issue as required by the 
regulations.   
 
Mr. Brown adds that the authority appears not to have an easement over the private lot, although 
legal counsel suggests there may be an easement by prescription.  As a result, Mr. Brown 
recommends to hire a firm with a $5,000.00 budget to assist since time is now of the essence.  He 
indicates that by engaging a consultant, it illustrates the authority’s serious response to the 
situation and the authority’s continued due diligence in moving forward. 
 

Mr. Gallucci moved and seconded by Mr. Giorgio to accept the recommendation of the General 
Manager and engage a consultant immediately at a cost not to exceed $5,000.00 to assess the 
situation at 642 Washington St. in Coventry.   

Upon Motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously, 

VOTED: That the board accept the recommendation of the General Manager and engage 
a consultant immediately at a cost not to exceed $5,000.00 to assess the situation at 642 
Washington St. in Coventry.   

Tank Inspection and Cleaning Completed 

The General Manager reports that five of the authority’s active storage tanks have been inspected 
and cleaned.  It is normally done every five or six years, and he reports that the flushing program 
is working well.  Mr. Brown further reports that he is very pleased with what the inspections 
show, and the minor issues with the tank maintenance will be reviewed through the use of the 
videos and if needed, recommendation will follow for corrective action 

 

CAPITAL PROJECTS: 

CIP 1C Mishnock Well Treatment Plant and CIP 1B Mishnock Transmission 

 The General Manager reports the project is moving along quite well.  He estimates, 
although the project is behind schedule, it is projected to be completed in April 2013.  He went 
on to say he would not consider liquidated damages as of this point in time, and will examine if 
the Authority was truly damaged as a result of the extension of the schedule.   
 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 



IFR 2009B (Construction Statue) 

 The General Manager reports that construction is virtually complete, absent paving, for 
this project.  Paving will be conducted in the spring after the winter settling occurs. 

IFR 2010A (Construction Status) 

 The General Manager reports that construction is moving along well on this project.  The 
main installation is complete at this point, and it awaits final pressure testing.  Meadow Road, 
Garden Lane and County Lane will have service activated this year and restoration of pavement 
next year.   The O’Donnell Hill area in Warwick is under construction and should be finished by 
the winter of this year, with final paving next year. 

IFR 2010B (Construction Statue) 
 
 The General Manager informs the board that contract signing should occur this month, 
with the work beginning in the Spring of 2013. 
 
Quaker Lane Pumpstation Upgrade (Construction Status) 
 
 The General Manager reports that construction of the wall has been completed, and a 
revised schedule is being reviewed.  With a delay of 24 weeks on the pump delivery, this project 
requires further review.  Additionally discussion continues on the schedule and possible late 
winter startup. 
 
Tech Park Storage Tank Painting  
 
The General Manager reports to the board that this project should be rebid late winter. 
 
Water Street Replacement (Construction Status) 
 
 The General Manager reports that the water line will be replaced by winter, as the 
temporary service must be removed so it doesn’t freeze.  He reports that the project should be 
complete this year, with paving next year.  It is a joint project by the Authority and the Town of 
East Greenwich. 
 

There being no further business before this meeting, on motion duly made by Mr. 
Giorgio, seconded by Mr. Gallucci and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 4:38 p.m. 
 
Dated:  November 25, 2012 
                              

________________________________ 
                              Legal Counsel     
 
 
 
 


