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KENT COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

              September 17, 2009 
 

The Board of Directors of the Kent County Water Authority held its monthly 
meeting in the Joseph D. Richard Board Room at the office of the Authority on 
September 17, 2009. 

 
Chairman, Robert B. Boyer opened the meeting at 3:30 p.m.   Board Members, 

Mr. Gallucci and Mr. Masterson, were present together with the General Manager, 
Timothy J. Brown, Director of Administration and Finance, Joanne Gershkoff, Technical 
Service Director, John R. Duchesneau, Legal Counsel, Joseph J. McGair and other 
interested parties.  John R. Duchesneau led the group in the pledge of allegiance.   
Board Member Giorgio was detained due to unavoidable business interests and Board 
Member Inman was absent due to unavoidable business interests. 

 
The minutes of the Board meetings of August 20, 2009 and August 27, 2009 

were moved for approval by Board Member Gallucci and seconded by Board Member 
Masterson and were unanimously approved.  

 
GUESTS: 
 
High Service Requests 
 
 The General Manager stated that there is a water shortage and 124,000 gallon 
deficit and has attached a memorandum of September 17, 2009 as evidenced and 
attached as “A”. The Chairman acknowledged the advice of the General Manager, Chief 
Engineer. 
 
 67 Lonsdale Street, Bruce Lafleur 
 
 Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Lafleur appeared before the Board to request that they have 
lived at this residence for 34 years and Mr. Lafleur is now disabled and can not climb 
stairs and that they need to sell the house and the Federal Housing Administration 
lenders will require a tie-in to Kent County Water Authority otherwise a buyer will not be 
approved for a mortgage in that the septic and well are less than 100 feet apart which  
is now out of compliance.  The Chairman agreed that the septic system is a health risk 
and a hardship due to Mr. LaFluer’s disability.   
 
 It was moved by Board Member Gallucci and seconded by Board Member 
Masterson that due to health and safety concerns to conditionally approve request for 
water supply to service a single family home with the following conditions in lieu of a 
moratorium: 
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1.  The Kent County Water Authority (KCWA) is not a guarantor of water supply 
for this or any other approval and KCWA can only supply water reasonably available to 
it and therefore any applicant/customer of KCWA understands that any third party 
commitments made by an applicant/customer are subject to the reasonable availability 
of water supply and limits of the existing infrastructure to support service. 

 
2.  A deficient condition associated with accelerated commercial and residential 

development exists in the area serviced by the KCWA.  The KCWA is in the process of 
planning for additional water supply and therefore delays or diminution in service may 
occur if the water supply is unavailable or unable to produce water sufficient to service 
the customers of KCWA. 

 
3.  Ventures, commitments or agreements are at the applicant’s sole risk if 

supply or existing infrastructure is found to be insufficient to support service.  The 
applicant may afford the Authority with system improvements to facilitate adequate 
service. 

 
4.  The applicant shall file a formal single family home application.  The 

applicant/customer understands that any undetected error in the application or an 
increase or change in demand as proposed, which materially affects the ability to supply 
water to the site, will be the responsibility of the applicant/customer and not the KCWA. 

 
 5.  Only conservation-wise plumbing fixtures are to be installed, including, but not 
limited to low flow shower heads, low flow toilets and low flow aerators on faucets. 
 

6.  If irrigation systems are installed, they must be supplied by a private well.  
Xeriscape landscaping technique and/or proper planting bed (high water holding 
capacity) soil preparation shall be employed throughout the project. 

 
And it was unanimously voted by the Chairman, Board Member Gallucci and Board 
Member Masterson,  
 

 VOTED:  To conditionally approve request for water supply to 
service a single family home with the following conditions in lieu of a 
moratorium: 
 

1.  The Kent County Water Authority (KCWA) is not a 
guarantor of water supply for this or any other approval and KCWA 
can only supply water reasonably available to it and therefore any 
applicant/customer of KCWA understands that any third party 
commitments made by an applicant/customer are subject to the 
reasonable availability of water supply and limits of the existing 
infrastructure to support service. 

 
2.  A deficient condition associated with accelerated 

commercial and residential development exists in the area serviced 
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by the KCWA.  The KCWA is in the process of planning for 
additional water supply and therefore delays or diminution in service 
may occur if the water supply is unavailable or unable to produce 
water sufficient to service the customers of KCWA. 

 
3.  Ventures, commitments or agreements are at the 

applicant’s sole risk if supply or existing infrastructure is found to be 
insufficient to support service.  The applicant may afford the 
Authority with system improvements to facilitate adequate service. 

 
4.  The applicant shall file a formal single family home 

application.  The applicant/customer understands that any 
undetected error in the application or an increase or change in 
demand as proposed, which materially affects the ability to supply 
water to the site, will be the responsibility of the applicant/customer 
and not the KCWA. 

 
 5.  Only conservation-wise plumbing fixtures are to be installed, 
including, but not limited to low flow shower heads, low flow toilets 
and low flow aerators on faucets. 
 

6.  If irrigation systems are installed, they must be supplied by 
a private well.  Xeriscape landscaping technique and/or proper 
planting bed (high water holding capacity) soil preparation shall be 
employed throughout the project. 

 
 
Board Member Giorgio arrived at 3:45 p.m. 
 
 
Phase I Highland at Hopkins Hill – for discussion 
 
 Ben Caito, PE, Scott Nelson, Construction Manager, and Peter Ruggiero, Esq. 
representation of Centre of New England appeared before the Board to explain that 
there are two pending wetland permits at the Department of Environmental 
Management and the original Department of Environmental Management permit was 
negotiated for 100 homes with wells and Centre of New England has achieved that 
number and now are looking for more homes with Kent County Water Authority water.  
Scott Nelson stated Sections O & P have approval from Kent County Water Authority for 
26 units and the submitted as-built drawings have been approved by Kent County Water 
Authority. 
 
 Mr. Ruggiero informed that he had spoken with Department of Environmental 
Management for a future meeting for the resolution.  Sections O & P are not part of the 
NOI but are also being held up. 
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 The General Manager states that the unapproved infrastructure has not been 
inspected by Kent County Water Authority. Mr. Ruggiero stated Centre of New England 
desires conceptual approval for the entire site since Center of New England now wants 
to inform the Department of Environmental Management that 311 units are available for 
Kent County Water Authority water at 118,000 gallons. 
 
 Mr. Caito stated Centre of New England wants to eventually connect all of its 
units to Kent County Water Authority. 
 
 The General Manager informed them that it would entail a different proposal in 
order to alleviate the Department of Environmental Management onsite issues, 
especially since Centre of New England had publicly held on many occasions that it had 
rebuked Kent County Water Authority water service.  The Chairman stated there were 
68 units approved which would require lengthy build out and Centre of New England 
issue is with the Department of Environmental Management which has little to do with 
Kent County Water Authority water. 
 
 The General Manager asked if the drainage was out of compliance with the plans 
submitted to the Department of Environmental Management and it was confirmed by 
Mr. Caito.  The General Manager stated it was always hard to believe that wells could 
be put in.  However, Mr. Ruggiero stated that the negative water draw down is the issue 
and the Department of Environmental Management blanketed all of the area with the 
Department of Environmental Management Notice of Intention regardless of the legality 
of the wells in a particular section because of the wetlands issue. 
 
 The Chairman asked if Kent County Water Authority was DEM leverage.  Mr. 
Ruggiero stated that it would be a solution.  The General Manager reminded all that 
there is a six month activation limit by Kent County Water Authority. 
 
 Board Member Masterson stated it seems that the developer has shot himself in 
the foot with his previous disclaimer of Kent County Water Authority water.  The General 
Manager reiterated that the infrastructure remains uninspected and was installed in 
violation of Kent County Water Authority regulations and it may need to be replaced and 
the Centre of New England representatives agreed.  The Chairman confirmed the 
General Manager’s statement and directed Mr. Caito to construct a plan for the Board in 
this regard. Mr. Nelson stated that they (CNE) know that there are many issues which 
will take five years to iron out.  The General Manager stated that the infrastructure will 
have to be dug up and inspected and Mr. Nelson agreed. 
 
 The Chairman stated that he was growing weary of the excuses of Centre of New 
England as to why it did not comply with the Kent County Water Authority Rules and 
Regulations.  The General Manager stated the need for a map with complete markings 
with time legends of all approvals from Kent County Water Authority and all other 
governmental agencies which is a threshold necessity for any approval.  Board Member 
Masterson stated that the master meter has not been completed and is concerned 
about frost protection. 
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 The Chairman stated that written clarification is to be submitted to the General 
Manager and staff.  The General Manager reiterated that the current intent recently 
proclaimed is for Centre of New England to be on all Kent County Water Authority 
despite its previous pronouncements of community wells etc. and Mr. Nelson agreed 
that is now the ultimate goal. 
 
 The Chairman suggested that the Department of Environmental Management 
and Centre of New England meet and thoroughly discuss the particulars and attempt to 
further develop without protracted litigation. 
 
 The General Manager stated that the goal is to look at the whole project as 
opposed to the piece meal approach of Centre of New England and the Centre of New 
England representatives agreed. 
 
Braver Group, Request to Appear, Audit 
 
 James D. Wilkinson, CPA/CITP, Managing Partner of Braver Group appeared 
before the Board regarding the Kent County Water Authority audit.  Financial Audit 
Statements have been drafted and will be finalized for the October Financial Statements 
for years ended in June 30, 2008 and 2009.  The Providence Water Supply protection 
award reconciliation year ended June 30, 2009 will be finalized.  Mr. Wilkinson 
explained the preliminary findings which will be available in final publication form in 
October and he stated that preliminarily there were no deficiencies discovered and Kent 
County Water Authority was in compliance.  The cooperation of the Kent County Water 
Authority staff was acknowledged commendable and courteous according to Mr. 
Wilkinson. 
 
LEGAL MATTERS 
 
G-Tech 
 
  The hearing date was held on April 27, 2009 and the DPUC issued a Division 
Order on May 20, 2009 which states that the Complaint filed by GTECH Corporation on 
July 22, 2008 against Kent County Water Authority is hereby denied and dismissed.  
The deadline for GTECH to file an appeal is June 20, 2009.  GTECH filed an appeal on 
June 19, 2009 in the Providence County Superior Court to the Decision of the Division 
of Public Utilities and Carriers of May 20, 2009 which ruled in favor of Kent County 
Water Authority.  Kent County Water Authority answered the complaint on June 29, 
2009 and Legal Counsel will engage in that portion of this continuing litigation.  The 
parties have filed a consent order with the Court for the schedule of the briefs. 
 
Providence Water Supply Board Rate Supreme Court Case 
 
 The Providence Water Supply Board rate case is in the Supreme Court 
appealing the Post City contributions which were denied by PUC and the counsel for 
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DPUC has entered his appearance and Kent County Water Authority has offered to 
assist Providence Water Supply Board but have not been called upon to date to 
participate in the appeal and there is no action to take place except to await further 
notice and monitor Supreme Court decision and hearing. 
 
Harris Mills 
 
 The company has gone into receivership.  Kent County Water Authority is owed 
$3,676.58.  Legal Counsel will monitor for proof of claim filing. A permanent receiver 
was appointed.  A proof of claim prepared and forwarded to the General Manager for 
signature on September 17, 2008 and will be filed in the Kent County Superior Court 
and sent to the receiver.  Proof of Claim was filed and sent to Received on September 
19, 2008. The proof of claim deadline was December 1, 2008. Legal counsel will 
continue to monitor for payment on claim.  As of May 12, 2009, there has been no 
change in status.  Petition to sell was filed by Receiver in Kent County Superior Court 
on June 5, 2009.  Offer to property made which will allow for partial payment of claims.  
Legal Counsel will monitor progress of sale. As of July 16, 2009 there has been no 
change in status. 
 
 There has been no further progress regarding the sale of the Harris Mill complex 
in the receivership matter. Legal Counsel to contact the Receiver for a status report. 
New offers to purchase have come in which could allow Kent County Water Authority  
claim in this matter to be paid out of the receivership proceeds. As of September 14, 
2009 the previous offer did not materialize.  A new offer is being pursued.  Legal 
Counsel will continue to monitor the progress of the sale. 
 
Hope Mill Village Associates 
 
 The company is in receivership.  Kent County Water Authority is owed $1,632.44.  
Legal Counsel to prepare and file Proof of Claim.  Proof of Claim was prepared and was 
forwarded to the General Manager for signatures.   Proof of Claim was filed in Kent 
County Superior Court  and was sent to the receiver on August 28, 2008 and as of this 
date this case is still pending. Hope Mill filed Chapter 11 Bankruptcy on August 20, 
2008. Kent County Water Authority was not listed as a creditor. The proof of claim was 
prepared and signed by the General Manager on November 14, 2008 and was filed with 
the Bankruptcy Court on November 18, 2008,  The proof of claim filing deadline was the 
end of November, 2008.  Pursuant to the plan of reorganization filed by Debtor on 
November 22, 2008, Kent County Water Authority will be paid in full upon confirmation 
of the plant by the Bankruptcy Court and Legal Counsel will continue to monitor.  As of 
February 17, 2009 the Court has not scheduled a hearing for confirmation of plan. 
Debtor will be filing an Amended Plan in March 2009. Legal Counsel will continue to 
monitor.  As of July 16, 2009 the Debtor has not filed an Amended Plan. 
 
 The Bankruptcy Court hearing was to be held on August 19, 2009 regarding a 
motion filed by Hope Mill to convert Chapter 11 to Chapter 7. Legal counsel will monitor 
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the hearing and how the disposition of the hearing will affect the claim of Kent County 
Water Authority.  The hearing was postponed until September 16, 2009. 
 
West Greenwich Wellhead Protection 
 
 Mr. Waltonen has petitioned the Town Council for West Greenwich for a zone 
change for AP 6, Lot 134 from residential to highway business.  The subject lot abuts 
the wellhead protection area of Kent County Water Authority.  The site is currently used 
for storage and grinding and dying.  A portion of the subject site was previously rezoned 
in 1991 to Highway Business and the Petitioner appeared before the Kent County Water 
Authority Board at that time and a condition of the 1991 zone change was that Petitioner 
obtain a letter from Kent County Water Authority approving the final drainage plan.  The 
current petition requests relief from all 1991 conditions including Kent County Water 
authority approval. Legal Counsel has conducted research including at the West 
Greenwich Town Hall concerning the petition and Legal Counsel and Kent County 
Water Authority will monitor and present its concerns and objections to the Zoning 
Board and the Town Council at the respective January 20, 2009 and February 11, 2009 
hearings.  
  
 Legal Counsel and the General Manager attended the January 20, 2009 Zoning 
Board of Review hearing and the matter was continued by the Zoning Board of Review 
to February 17, 2009 as the applicant had not submitted to the Board the as built plans.  
The Chairman had requested that the Kent County Water Authority provide a letter to e 
Zoning Board of Review outlining the concerns of Kent County Water Authority.  Legal 
Counsel forwarded correspondence to the Zoning Board of Review on January 22, 
2009.  The matter has been continued by the West Greenwich Zoning Board of Review 
to April 14, 2009 in that the Waltonen Attorney has not filed the necessary documents. 
Kent County Water Authority received some engineering from Legal Counsel for 
Petitioner on April 6, 2009.   The Zoning Board hearing was held on April 21, 2009 and 
was continued to June 16, 2009.  The Petitioner was required to provide to the Zoning 
Board within 30 days from April 22, 2009, a plan depicting existing site conditions and 
all items stored on the site including recreational vehicles, containers, mulch, stumps as 
well as aerial views and a list of all business uses.  The Board is also requiring that any 
plans to be submitted by application to DEM be submitted to an independent 
professional engineer for review prior to DEM submission.  The engineer will be picked 
by the Town and paid for by applicant.   
 
 On June 16, 2009, the Zoning Board of Review required Petitioner to provide to 
the Board drainage calculations existing at 1992, drainage calculations for current site 
conditions and calculations for proposed site uses and a list and description of all 
business uses no the site in affidavit form.   The matter was continued to September 15, 
2009. 
 
 Shawn Martin, PE of Fuss & O’Neil, was in attendance at the September 15, 
2009 Zoning Board of Review hearing acting as independent engineer on behalf of the 
Town to report on the engineering submitted by applicant.  Timothy Behan, PE, 
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engineer for applicant was in attendance.  Legal Counsel for Kent County Water 
Authority appeared on behalf of Kent County Water Authority.  The Chairman is 
requiring the applicant to provide a more detailed description of all business uses 
including specific equipment on site in affidavit form.  Legal Counsel reiterated the 
position of Kent County Water Authority in requesting engagement of its own engineer 
for independent review of the applicant’s engineering and objection to the petition given 
the noncompliance of applicant in the past.  The position of the Town is that Fuss & 
O’Neil was engaged for independent review and that applicant is to provide Kent County 
Water Authority with a revised list of description of uses on the site and Kent County 
Water Authority is to coordinate with Shawn Martin, P.E. of Fuss & O’Neil once the list is 
received for review and Kent County Water Authority is to provide comments to the 
Board prior to the November 17, 2009 Zoning Board of Review. 
 
West Greenwich Technology Tank/Rockwood 
 

This matter may soon be in litigation in that Rockwood Corporation has failed to 
take any steps and has continually denied to take any steps in the painting issues inside 
of the tank and on February 16, 2009 their surety, Lincoln General Insurance Company, 
denied the claim as well.  The matter will be reviewed between the General Manager 
and Legal Counsel.  Rockwood sent a proposal to Legal Counsel on March 31, 2009 
and the General Manager weighed the same and a response was sent to Rockwood on 
April 24, 2009.  On May 2, 2009 Rockwood sent another proposal and the General 
Manager responded to the same on May 8, 2009 requesting a written remedial plan 
proposal within ten days.  On May 8, 2009 Rockwood responded by asking the General 
Manager to reconsider his position.  On May 12, 2009 the General Manager sent 
correspondence to Rockwood stating the Authority will await Rockwood comments to 
KCWA letter of May 8, 2009.  On May 13, 2009 Rockwood provided an additional 
response to the KCWA letter of May 8, 2009 with questions.  On May 13, 2009 the 
General Manager sent correspondence agreeing to provide Rockwood with more time 
to complete a plan of remediation for an additional 10 days. On May 14, 2009, 
Rockwood sent a response and the General Manager, Merithew and Rockwood to have 
an informal meeting to work out details.  The meeting took place and the Authority is 
monitoring the efforts of Rockwood to remedy the situation. 
 
Comptroller of the Currency 
 
 On October 16, 2008, Kent County Water Authority resolved to change the 
Trustee from US Bank to bank of NY Mellon regarding 2001/2002/2004 bond issue trust 
administration to be effective January 23, 2009.  That on October 17, 2008, Kent 
County Water Authority timely notified US Bank concerning the transfer of trusteeship.  
On approximately January 20, 2009, the US Bank announced that it would require 
$6,650.00 as transfer fees to accomplish ownership to the Bank of NY Mellon.  
Additionally, the US Bank kept $1,667.67 of fees that were previously unused.  That in 
order for the closing and transfer to take place, Kent County Water Authority  on 
January 22, 2009 paid the sum of $6,650.00 under protest and stated its displeasure 
with the US Bank and thereby stating that it would not jeopardize its bondholders and 
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therefore paid the same and also sent a copy to the Controller of the Currency.  On 
March 4, 2009 the Controller of the Currency stated that the US Bank would be replying 
directly to Kent County Water Authority.  On March 11, 2009 Kent County Water 
Authority received a response from US Bank which was totally unsatisfactory.  On 
March 31, 2009, Kent County Water Authority notified the Controller of the Currency 
concerning the unsatisfactory response of US Bank dated March 11,2 009 and 
reiterated its position.  On June 30, 2009 US Bank sent a check in the amount of 
$1,666.67 and it was received by Legal Counsel on July 6, 2009, saying that the same 
was a bookkeeping error as exhibited on the check.  That on July 7, 2009 Kent County 
Water Authority sent a letter to US Bank with a copy to the Controller of the Currency 
that the amount for advance services paid was acknowledged and that Kent County 
Water Authority has not acknowledged its exception to extracting at the 11th hour 
ransom of $6,650.00 on January 12, 2009 and it will continued pursuit of its claim with 
the Controller of the Currency.  A follow up letter was sent to the Controller of the 
Currency on August 21, 2009 and will await a response. 
 
Robert Plain APRA Request   
 
 Robert Plain allegedly sent a request for records on May 1, 2009 which was 
never received by Kent County Water Authority.  On May 27, 2009 Kent County Water 
Authority received letter from the Attorney General’s office concerning Kent County 
Water Authority alleged failure to respond to the request of Robert Plain and that Mr. 
Plain had filed a complaint.  On June 1, 2009 Robert Plain sent via e-mail a copy of the 
request for records. On June 2, 2009 Legal Counsel received letter from Adam Sholes, 
Special Assistant Attorney General‘s office stating that it was relayed to Mr. Plain and 
that KCWA did not receive his first request, but Mr. Plain refused to withdraw his 
complaint.  On June 4, 2009 Legal Counsel sent a response to Mr. Sholes stating that 
the complaint is without merit.  On June 3, 2009 a letter was sent to Mr. Plain certified 
mail with the estimate of $34.50 for production of the records requested.  On June 8, 
2009 Mr. Plain paid the estimate of $34.50.  On June 11, 2009, the records were sent 
certified mail return receipt requested to Mr. Plain stating there was a balance of $1.70 
in that the production costs came to $36.20 and he had previously paid $34.50.  On 
June 12, 2009 Mr. Plain telephoned Legal Counsel and said thank you.  On June 29, 
2009 a telephone message was left reminding Mr. Plain of the $1.70 balance.  On July 
9, 2009, Legal Counsel received correspondence dated July 7, 2009 from Mr. Sholes 
stating that Mr. Plain’s complaint against Kent County Water Authority has been 
withdrawn and the file has been closed.  Legal Counsel, Joseph J. McGair, 
communicated with Robert Plain on August 11, 2009 requesting the payment.  The 
payment is diminimus and will not be pursued. 
 
West Greenwich Taxes 
 
 On July 1, 2009, Kent County Water Authority received a letter from the Solicitor 
for the Town of West Greenwich requesting that Kent County Water Authority make tax 
payments equivalent to the taxes assessed on real estate owned by Kent County Water 
Authority based on the year prior to the date Kent Count Water Authority acquired the 
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property.  The Town requested the amount of $10,466.75 plus the current 2009 tax 
year.  A schedule accompanying the letter set forth unsupported taxes totaling 
$1,495.25 per year. 
 
 Legal Counsel for Kent County Water Authority sent a written response on July 2, 
2009 to the Solicitor along with a letter from the West Greenwich Tax Assessor dated 
July 27, 2001 evidencing the payment due in lieu of real estate taxes at $364.43 per 
year.  Kent County Water Authority made this payment to the Town each year as billed.  
The billing ceased at 2001.  Kent County Water Authority has offered to pay to the Town 
in lieu of taxes the sum of $2,915.44 representing tax years 2002-2009.  No counter 
response has been received from the Town. 
 
Providence Water Supply Board Abbreviated Rate Filing 
 
 The parties have exchanged filings and testimony and the matter was be heard 
by the Commission on October 13, 2009, however, it appears that the parties have 
settled subject to PUC approval.    
 
Stop & Shop 
 
 Stop and Shop has procrastinated in cleaning the detention basin adjacent to its 
Coventry store which is proximate to the wellhead protection area.  Several 
communications have been directed at Stop and Shop and only now has Stop and Shop 
agreed to clean the basin and the letter was dated August 5, 2009.  The Stop and Shop 
is now communicating with Kent County Water Authority and a schedule for 
maintenance has been established. 
 
Allard Street 
 
 Kent County Water Authority and Legal Counsel met with the owners of 12-14 
and 24 Allard Street on July 16, 2009 to review the service issue with respect to these 
customers.  The water line requires replacement which is located on the properties of 
the owners.  A temporary construction easement from both owners is necessitated and 
Legal Counsel forwarded the easement deeds to the respective owners for signature on 
July 23, 2009.  The easement deeds from both owners have been received by Legal 
Counsel and the deeds have been recorded in the Cranston Rhode Island Land 
Evidence Records. 
 
 
Brayton Property/1611 Hope Road 
 
 In connection with a refinance of 1611 Hope Road, Kent County Water Authority 
received a water service inquiry with respect to title for the loan.  The subject property 
has been acquiring its water from the Kent County Water Authority system without 
billing as a result of a 1922 agreement between the prior owner of the property and 
predecessor water company.  The subject water agreement permitted water to the then 
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owner and his legal heirs at law for faucets and an outdoor water spicket.  One of the 
current owners was raised by the predecessor but never legally adopted.  The owner 
recently met with Kent County Water Authority, Legal Counsel and their counsel with 
respect to this service issue and the General Manager forwarded a notice to the owners 
informing them of the meter fee.  Kent County Water Authority coordinated with the 
owners the installation of the meter with respect to future service. 
 
Identity Theft Program 
 
 The General Manager confirmed with Legal Counsel that Kent County Water 
Authority has Identify Theft program in place in compliance with federal legislation. 
 
Hydrant Fees legislation 
 
 The legislation, if passed, would allow the City of Warwick to pass an ordinance 
precluding Kent County Water Authority from assessing hydrant rental fees to the City 
of Warwick. These rental fees would have to be passed to the rate-payers. The use of 
the word "notwithstanding" in the legislation trumps the application of RIGL 39-16-8(9) 
which gives Kent County Water Authority the authority to charge these fees to 
municipalities.   This legislation is in the Senate awaiting action. 
 
Spectrum Properties, The Oaks, Coventry, Rhode Island 
 
 Legal Counsel for the developer forwarded on July 13, 2009 to Kent County 
Water Authority Legal Counsel for comment on the proposed form of easement deeds 
with respect to the residential subdivision.  On July 29, 2009, Legal Counsel for Kent 
County Water Authority sent a response to Attorney William Landry setting forth 
comments to the proposed form of deeds.  Legal Counsel received revised deeds from 
Attorney Landry on September 10, 2009 and they have been forwarded to the General 
Manager for review and have been approved by the General Manager. 
 
Verizon DPUC matter 
 
 There were allegations of dig safe violations by Verizon and Kent County Water 
Authority and the DPUC had investigated the same and found Verizon at fault and it 
was scheduled for hearing on September 16, 2009 at 10:00 a.m., however the parties 
agreed to settle this matter in that it was established that communication is now much 
improved between the utilities and that the same is unlikely to occur in the future.  The 
DPUC hearing officer approved the settlement. 
 
Director of Finance Report: 

 The General Manager stated that the poor state of the economy is hampering the 
collection process and Kent County Water Authority is working very hard on collections. 
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 The Chairman had asked the General Manager regarding the service 
terminations due to economic realties and the General Manager instructed the Board on 
the procedure. 
 
 Joanne Gershkoff, Finance Director, explained and submitted the financial report 
and comparative balance sheets, statements of revenues, expenditures, cash receipts, 
disbursements and comparative balance sheets and statements of revenue through 
August, 2009, as evidenced and attached as “B” and after thorough discussion, 
especially with regard to the revenue shortfalls and terminations will be necessary, 
Board Member Gallucci moved and seconded by Board Member Masterson to accept 
the reports and attach the same as an exhibit and that the same be incorporated by 
reference and be made a part of these minutes and it was unanimously by the Board 
Members present, except for Board Inman,  
 

VOTED: That the financial report, comparative balance sheet statement of 
revenues, expenditure, cash receipts, disbursements and comparative 
balance sheets and statements of revenue through August, 2009 be 
approved as presented and be incorporated herein and are made a part 
hereof as evidenced and attached as “B”.   
 
 

Point of Personal Privilege and Communications: 
 
 The Chairman stated that he and the General Manager met with Quonset Point 
Development and that Quonset Point Development would like to see the Route 2 project 
come to fruition and spoke with Rep. Langevin’s office and that there will be letters to 
the Congressional delegation in order to stress how vital this project is for the regional 
business.  The General Manager stated that the funds are necessary and the 
Department of Environmental Management is controlling the Federal Funds. 
 
GENERAL MANAGER/CHIEF ENGINEER’S REPORT 
Old Business 
 
Rate Case Supreme Court Review Status 
 
 This matter was presented infra. 
 
Waltonen Property Zoning Change  
 
 This matter was presented infra and the General Manager inquired of the Board 
as to whether or not the previous motion to hire a consultant to review the independent 
engineering report and it was the sense of the Board that the action stands that the 
storage sheds are still out of compliance and that there are wellhead protection issues.  
The Chairman stated to continue the course of protection of the wellhead. 
 
Controller of the Currency Complaint 
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 This matter was presented infra. 
 
Stop & Shop, Tiogue Avenue Detention Pond Cleanup Status 
 
 This matter was presented infra.  
 
New Business 

 
Collections/Billings 
 
 The General Manager handed the annual report of Operating Revenue 
Allowances as evidenced and attached as “C”  which contains revenues, salary and 
benefits and cost savings (9/4/09) of approximately $1.5 million as evidenced and 
attached as “D”; IFR Outstanding Payments as evidenced and attached as “E” and 
Construction Account Balances (8/31/09) as evidenced and attached as “F” which are 
self-explanatory and will be part of the PUC October of 2009 mandated filing.  The 
General Manager stated that there may be disruptions to the IFR program because $8.5 
million is needed in the account and if the revenue continues to not be forthcoming 
there will be insufficient funds to complete and there can be no bid awards on that 
basis.  The General Manager reiterated that he has always taken the conservative 
spending approach, albeit it was looked at negatively by former PUC Commissioner 
Holbrook.   
 
Expenditure Reductions, Proposal & Ongoing 
 

The General Manager will adjust purchasing, overtime and night coverage.  He 
said there will be problems regarding the lack of revenue discussed in collections and 
he has done all possible to save money and warns that it may have a backlash during a 
future rate filing.   

 
Review PUC Hydrant Filing 
 
  The General Manager will file with the PUC assuming that the Providence 
Hydrant Bill passes the General Assembly and assuming Warwick adopts it and it would 
result in a 5.98/per user per quarter in Warwick service area of Kent County Water 
Authority.  The 2009 fiscal year demonstrated the money generated as evidenced and 
attached as “G”.  This will be monitored.  
 
Review PUC Revenue Allowance Filing 
 
 This would be a Public Utilities Commission informational filing during the 
problematic revenue times. 
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CAPITAL PROJECTS: 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 
 

 
All other Capital Projects and Infrastructure Projects were addressed by the 

General Manager and described to the Board by the General Manager with general 
discussion following and are described on Exhibit “H” . 
 
      Board Member Masterson made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Board Member 
Giorgio and it was unanimously, 

 
  VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 5:35 p.m.          
     
 
                                                                                                                  
      ____________________  
      Secretary Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
 


























































































