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 KENT COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

January 17, 2007 
 

The Board of Directors of the Kent County Water Authority held its monthly 
meeting in the Joseph D. Richard Board Room at the office of the Authority on January 
17, 2007. 

 
Chairman, Robert B. Boyer opened the meeting at 3:30 p.m.  Board Members, 

Mr. Gallucci, Mrs. Graham, Mr. Masterson and Mr. Inman were present together with 
the General Manager Timothy J. Brown, Technical Service Director John Duchesneau, 
System Engineer, Kevin J. Fitta, Arthur Williams, Finance Director, Legal Counsel, 
Joseph J. McGair, and other interested parties.   

 
The minutes of the Board meetings of December 14, 2006 were moved for 

approval by Board Member Graham and seconded by Board Member Gallucci and were 
unanimously approved. 

 
Guests: 
 
High Service Requests: 
 
 Chairman Boyer read aloud for the benefit of the attendees all of the Kent County 
Water Authority revised standard conditions in lieu of a moratorium from regulations 
1.14.1, et seq. 
  
 The General Manager gave a presentation and discussion and distributed a 
memoranda dated January 17, 2007 regarding High Service which is incorporated in “A” 
and a program memoranda dated January 16, 2007 which is attached as “B”.  The 
General Manager stated that if all projects that were previously approved were built and 
that there could be approximately 172,000 gallons of surplus based upon the latest 
calculations from the model engineering data.  The Chairman stated and it is the sense 
of the Board that the Board must review the reports very carefully. 
 
Villas on the Green, East Greenwich – Continued 
 
 
 Scott Moorehead, P.E., Greg Contardo and Michael Krajian owners of East 
Greenwich Golf Course appeared before the Board.  Scott Moorehead stated that the 
project has changed in that they would now propose to extend the 16” pipe to Signal 
Ridge instead of the previous 2,000 ft. which is an important element for the Kent 
County Water Authority system.  Board Member Masterson stated it was a major 
change especially since the Town of East Greenwich has made it a top priority to re-
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service Signal Ridge.  The Chairman stated that the Board needs to digest the reports 
of C & E Engineering (model engineering) as discussed earlier by the General Manager.   
 
Shipwreck Falls Lodge – DiPrete Engineering 
 
 The applicant did not appear but did meet with Legal Counsel and the General 
Manager to discuss mutual assistance in aid-in-construction and contributions by other 
interested parties. 
 
 This matter was continued and is discussed in Legal Matters infra. 
 
New London Turnpike, West Greenwich – DiPrete Engineering 
 
  
 This matter was continued. 
 
Rocky Hill Commons Office Park – James Malm 
 
 John Brunero, Esq. and Scott Moorehead, P.E. appeared with the owner, James 
Malm who stated that Brooks Drugs project is no longer viable because of the sale of 
the company.  Mr. Brunero stated that the Supreme Court upheld the zoning 
designation and assumes that the water necessary for the project is in the Kent County 
Water Authority calculations.  The General Manager countered that the hotel was 
approved under low service and now the developers want high service.  Mr. Brunero 
stated that the project is a multi-faceted project including hotel, restaurant, condos, low 
income housing and assisted living units.  The General Manager will review water 
usage figures.  Mr. Brunero stated that the owner is amenable to aid-in-construction and 
will meet with the staff and the matter was continued to the next meeting. 
 
West Greenwich Hotel & Restaurant, America East Engineers 
 
 Tim Behan, P.E. was present, only, to introduce the project since no formal 
application has been filed.  He stated that it is next to Route 95 and contains 3 acres 
with the plan to build 160 room hotel and a 250 seat restaurant and water and fire 
service into 20” waterline off Hopkins Hill Road.  He stated that the average day usage 
would be 25,000/day.  The Chairman reminded all that the main concern is high service.  
The General Manager reiterated that this is strictly preliminary and there is no 
application pending. 
 
Legal Matters 
 
Relocation of Tank Site – Read School House Road 
 

On January 8, 2007, the Coventry Town Council authorized the Town Manager 
to enter into agreement with Kent County Water Authority as to the Read School House 
Road land swap for location of the tank.  Title research for the new site has been 
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completed.  Legal Counsel prepared the application for the special use permit required 
from the Zoning Board of Review and will obtain a hearing date for the matter. 
 
Facility Access – Amgen 
 
 Easement rights of Kent County Water Authority are impeded due to Amgen's 
security protocol.  The General Manager forwarded correspondence to the Berglund, 
P.E. setting forth easement rights and to contact to discuss the matter and there has 
been no formal reply and the General Manager stated that there is a conflict and there 
will be a need to discuss further. 
 
Wakefield Street, West Warwick Tank Site 
 
 The General Manager stated that the appraisal of the site has been obtained by 
Kent County Water Authority and that the Town of West Warwick owns most of the land 
and this matter will be reviewed further by Kent County Water Authority. 
 
Department of Health follow up private systems 
 
 Legal Counsel sent a general matrix to Kent County Water Authority the week of 
June 13, 2006 and the staff of Kent County Water Authority and Legal Counsel will work 
on the matrix together and will then present it to the Department of Health.  The General 
Manager stated that they will write comprehensive regulations rather than just an outline 
and that the General Manager and Kevin Fitta will be meeting to review this matter and 
then will meet with Legal Counsel. 
 
Town of Coventry Sewer Easement 
 
Coventry requested from Kent County Water Authority a sewer easement over land 
owned by Kent County Water Authority and designated as Assessor's Plat 20 Lot 9.  
Kent County Water Authority acquired the land subject to a restriction that it be used 
only for water conservation purposes.  Given this restriction, Legal Counsel inquired on 
August 5, 2006 of legal counsel for Department of Environmental Management as to 
whether or not Kent County Water Authority is permitted to grant an easement.  The 
Water Resources Board approved the grant of easement and the form of easement 
deed has been forwarded to the Town for review.  
 
Kent Hospital/Tollgate/Emergency Interconnection  
 

This will be addressed by Legal Counsel and Kent County Water Authority and is 
in review. 
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Shipwreck Falls 
 
 Legal Counsel and the General Manager met with the parties including Mr. 
Resnick, Esq. regarding the project and will meet again upon the request of the 
Developer and his attorney. 
 
 
Director of Finance Report: 
 

Arthur Williams, Finance Director, explained and submitted the financial report 
and comparative balance sheets, statements of revenues, expenditures, and cash 
receipts, disbursements through December, 2006 and closing documents which is 
attached as “C”, and after discussion, Board Member Gallucci moved and seconded by 
Board Member Masterson to accept the reports and attach the same as an exhibit and 
that the same be incorporated by reference and be made a part of these minutes and it 
was unanimously,  
 

VOTED: That the financial report, comparative balance sheet statement of 
revenues, expenditure, cash receipts and disbursements through 
December, 2006 and closing documents, be approved as presented and 
be incorporated herein and are made a part hereof as “C”.   

 

Point of Personal Privilege and Communications 

 Board Member Graham was called by the Economic Development Commission 
of West Warwick to encourage dialogue and she will be attending that meeting along 
with Board Member Masterson.   
 

Board Member Masterson stated that the previous Kent County Water Authority 
Chairman Perry is still in Kent Hospital and would appreciate thoughts and prayers. 

 
The General Manager e-mail will be used for the member mail commencing this 

month. 
 

GENERAL MANAGER/CHIEF ENGINEER’S REPORT 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Supplemental Water Supply for Discussion 
 
 The General Manager distributed a memorandum dated January 16, 2007 which 
is attached hereto as “A” and was previously discussed infra.  
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S-2681 Sub A – 39-3-43 Action by Board  
 
 The General Manager stated that this legislation did not take into account any 
maintenance problems which could arise as in off line issues.  The General Manager 
spoke of liability force majeure and if tank has to be out of service for maintenance it 
could be problematic.  If there was a major fire it could affect water delivery. 
 
 
 Tank Maintenance 
 
 This matter will be discussed at the next Board meeting. 
 
New Business 
 
Cross Connection Control Program (Phased Program Approval Hold Warwick Input) 
 
 The General Manager presented this issue to the Board in December and the 
City of Warwick is concurrent with this program.  This program was previously 
discussed at the Board meeting on December 14, 2006 and the program is attached as 
“D”. He stated that the State of Rhode Island/Department of Health has been 
equivocating as to the statewide implementation which is essential to the success of this 
program.  The General Manager stated it is a long term project.  Board Member 
Masterson moved to approve the Cross Connection Control Program as attached as “D” 
and it was seconded by Board Member Graham and it was unanimously,  
 

VOTED:  To approve the Cross Connection Control Program as attached 
as ”D”.  

 
Updated Conservation Water Plan Approval 
 
 The General Manager stated this was previously presented to the Board and it 
was moved by Board Member Graham and seconded by Board Member Masterson to 
approve the Updated Conservation Water Plan as attached as “E” and it was 
unanimously,  
 

VOTED:  To approve the Updated Conservation Water Plan as attached 
as “E”. 
 

Cost of Service Rate Discussion 
 
 The General Manager stated that rate filing may become necessary for the CIP 
in Fall of 2007 which would mean additional bonds (new water meters for implementing 
seasonal rates).  It will require financial advisors, rate consultants and a new rate 
redesign since last one was done in 1993 and the Board should be thinking about this 
probability.  The Chairman and all the Board Members commented on the necessity of 
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the same.  The General Manager stated there are other issues such as to the possible 
legislative action as to statewide issues. 
 
2007 Proposed Programs 
 
 A memo dated January 16, 2007 attached hereto as “B” was discussed infra in 
High Service.  Board Member Masterson inquired as to the EDC/Quonset issues 
regarding the EDC/Quonset Water Supply System Management Plan which is in 
default.  The General Manager stated that Hunt River water production will continue to 
be a problem and with possible court challenges as to grandfather rights will be 
considered.  The General Manager said a multi-user treatment plan could be a possible 
solution. 
 
Fire Alarm System No Budget 
 
 The General Manager stated that this is necessary and will have it sent out for 
RFP. 
 
CAPITAL PROJECTS: 
 
CIP 7b Read School House Road Tank (Extension of Service or RFP Engineering 
 
 The General Manager stated that Pare Engineering charged $50,000 but only 
provided 35% of the drawings and went up on its hourly rates and that negotiation did 
not seem to work.  The General Manager said this item must wait until the zoning is 
completed.  He recently spoke with George Palmisciano of Pare Engineering and now 
may be willing to negotiate an increase, however, the General Manager stated if it went 
out to RFP it may be a diminimus issue. 
 
 Board Member Graham added that she was aware that Pare was on hold 
because of the Coventry zoning issues.  The General Manager stated that the job was 
stopped and a study of old site and lower site were done and a report was compiled and 
appraised.  Both parcels were similar in value and the plan was accepted by the Town 
of Coventry. 
 
 The General Manager stated that extenuating circumstances might justify the 
Pare increase.  The Chairman stated he would be comfortable with further negotiation 
of the amount. 
 
 It was moved by Board Member Graham and seconded by Board Member Inman 
to extend the contract subject to negotiation with the General Manager and to have the 
contract reviewed by Legal Counsel and it was unanimously, 
 

VOTED:  To extend the contract subject to negotiation with the General 
Manager and to have the contract reviewed by Legal Counsel. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS :  
 
Quaker Lane  Pumping Station Evaluation, Preliminary Design (Approval to 
Acquire Land) 
 
 The General Manager stated there will be need approval to negotiate a purchase 
of land for the station.  Board Member Masterson and Board Member Graham stated 
that they are in favor of the purchase of the land. 
 

All other Capital Projects and Infrastructure Projects are addressed in an exhibit 
attached as “F” as prepared and described to the Board by the General Manager with 
general discussion following. 
 
 Board Member Graham made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Board Member 
Gallucci and it was unanimously,  

 
  VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 5:45 p.m. 
 
 
       ____________________  
       Secretary Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
 
 


































































































































































































