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 KENT COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

November 16, 2006 
 

The Board of Directors of the Kent County Water Authority held its monthly 
meeting in the Joseph D. Richard Board Room at the office of the Authority on 
November 16, 2006. 

 
Vice President, Peter Masterson (Chair) opened the meeting at 3:30 P.M.  Board 

Members, Mr. Gallucci, Mrs. Graham, and Mr. Inman were present together with the 
General Manager Timothy J. Brown, Technical Service Director John Duchesneau, 
System Engineer, Kevin J. Fitta, Arthur Williams, Finance Director, Legal Counsel, 
Joseph J. McGair, and other interested parties.  Mr. Boyer was absent and was recently 
discharged from the hospital. 

 
The minutes of the Board meetings of October 18, 2006 were moved for approval 

by Board Member Graham and seconded by Board Member Gallucci and were 
unanimously approved. 

 
Guests: 
 
High Service Requests: 
 
 Chair Masterson read aloud for the benefit of the attendees all of the Kent 
County Water Authority revised standard conditions in lieu of a moratorium from 
regulations 1.14.1, et seq. 
 
 Chair Masterson also read the memorandum submitted by the General Manager 
dated November 9, 2006 attached as “A” which stated that the General Manager is the 
Department of Health licensed operator of the Kent County Water Authority system and 
that he can not countenance further high service gradient water approvals while the 
water deficit continues in order to avoid a catastrophic incident. 
 
Villas on the Green, East Grenwich – Continued 
 
 Gregory Contardo of R & R Land Developers gave a memo dated November 15, 
2006 which is attached as “B” which explains his position.  The Chair stated that he 
understood that there would be a three (3) year build-out of the project and there were 
to be more documents presented.  Mr. Moorehead had sent a letter but neither he nor 
Mr. Nolan, Esq., who previously appeared on behalf of the applicant, were present.  The 
Chair stated that with PUC issues/system improvements to provide water to the area  
would take 2-3 years to complete.  The General Manager stated that it was his 
understanding that Mr. Nolan was to provide more information after the October 
meeting.  Mr. Grosso (a partner in R & R) wanted to know when water could be 
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expected and the Chair reiterated the same time line of 2 to 3 years if, at all, based 
upon the variables and he further stated that Kent County Water Authority is not a 
guarantor of water.  Board Member Graham spoke about the distance from the Signal 
Ridge boundary as aid-in-construction and she thought this meeting was to produce 
additional written information promised at previous meetings.  The General Manager 
stated that both the Authority and the developer are facing the unknown variables as to 
water timelines.  The Chair stated that he would make himself available at the site to 
meet with the developers.  Mr. Contardo stated that he is sympathetic with the plight of 
the Board and the water issue and may revisit the well issue with East Greenwich if he 
can not obtain the water with certainty.  The Chairman stated that he understood the 
problems of the applicants and again will try to work with them and the Town. 
 
42 Deer Run Drive, West Greenwich – Robert Chito 

 
 Mr. Chito stated that the Deer Run project has 23 houses being built with 
approved Kent County Water Authority water connections and that his well went dry 
three times this past summer, albeit the water connection is in the street and will be 
connected for the new houses over a five (5) year build out.  He stated that his irrigation 
system is a surface well.   
 

The Chair asked if the applicant heard and understood the revised standard 
conditions in lieu of a moratorium and he stated that he would abide by the same. 

 
 Board Member Gallucci moved and it was seconded by Board Member Graham 
to allow the connection based upon health issues and hardship and subject to the 
conditions in the Rules and Regulations as follows:  
 

1.  The Kent County Water Authority (KCWA) is not a guarantor of water supply 
for this or any other approval and KCWA can only supply water reasonably available to 
it and therefore any applicant/customer of KCWA understands that any third party 
commitments made by an applicant/customer are subject to the reasonable availability 
of water supply and limits of the existing infrastructure to support service. 

 
2.  A deficient condition associated with accelerated commercial and residential 

development exists in the area serviced by the KCWA.  The KCWA is in the process of 
planning for additional water supply and therefore delays or diminution in service may 
occur if the water supply is unavailable or unable to produce water sufficient to service 
the customers of KCWA. 

 
3.  Ventures, commitments or agreements are at the applicant’s sole risk if supply 

or existing infrastructure is found to be insufficient to support service.  The applicant 
may afford the Authority with system improvements to facilitate adequate service. 

 
4.  The applicant shall file a formal single family home application.  The 

applicant/customer understands that any undetected error in the application or an 
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increase or change in demand as proposed, which materially affects the ability to supply 
water to the site, will be the responsibility of the applicant/customer and not the KCWA. 

 
 5.  Only conservation-wise plumbing fixtures are to be installed, including, but not 
limited to low flow shower heads, low flow toilets and low flow aerators on faucets. 
 
 6.  If irrigation systems are installed, they must be supplied by a private well.  
Xeriscape landscaping technique and/or proper planting bed (high water holding 
capacity) soil preparation shall be employed throughout the project. 
 
And it was unanimously,  

VOTED: To allow the connection based upon health issues and 
hardship and subject to the conditions in the Rules and Regulations as 
follows:  

 
1.  The Kent County Water Authority (KCWA) is not a guarantor of 

water supply for this or any other approval and KCWA can only supply 
water reasonably available to it and therefore any applicant/customer of 
KCWA understands that any third party commitments made by an 
applicant/customer are subject to the reasonable availability of water 
supply and limits of the existing infrastructure to support service. 

 
2.  A deficient condition associated with accelerated commercial 

and residential development exists in the area serviced by the KCWA.  
The KCWA is in the process of planning for additional water supply and 
therefore delays or diminution in service may occur if the water supply is 
unavailable or unable to produce water sufficient to service the 
customers of KCWA. 

 
3.  Ventures, commitments or agreements are at the applicant’s 

sole risk if supply or existing infrastructure is found to be insufficient to 
support service.  The applicant may afford the Authority with system 
improvements to facilitate adequate service. 

 
4.  The applicant shall file a formal single family home application.  

The applicant/customer understands that any undetected error in the 
application or an increase or change in demand as proposed, which 
materially affects the ability to supply water to the site, will be the 
responsibility of the applicant/customer and not the KCWA. 

 
 5.  Only conservation-wise plumbing fixtures are to be installed, 
including, but not limited to low flow shower heads, low flow toilets and 
low flow aerators on faucets. 
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 6.  If irrigation systems are installed, they must be supplied by a 
private well.  Xeriscape landscaping technique and/or proper planting 
bed (high water holding capacity) soil preparation shall be employed 
throughout the project. 

 
74 Tiffany Road, Coventry-Robert and Andrea Mellor 
 
 Robert and Andrea Mellor presented a plat map which showed their two (2) lots 
and that the proposed home is too close to the ISDS for a well and they want water in 
order to move the adjacent lot line for this lot to be bigger.   The Mellors reiterated that 
they control both lots.   The General Manager stated that the Kent County Water 
Authority easement may be problematic and could require a meter pit and he has yet to 
see any plans.  The Chair asked about the repositioning of the lot lines and Mr. Mellor 
stated that it is all Department of Environmental Management driven.  The General 
Manager questioned the service being installed.  The Chair stated that it would be a 
necessity for the Board if there were more details. 
 
17 Cambio Court, West Greenwich – Brian Ascoli 

 John Brunero, Esq. and applicant appeared before the Board and Mr. Brunero 
stated that this connection was approved by the Kent County Water Authority on 
November 24, 1976 by Norman St. Saveur which is attached as “C”.  He stated that 
there is a hardship because of his well contamination and lack of water and his clients 
agree to all of the regulations and postured that his client is entitled as a matter of right.  
The General Manager inquired about the plans for Section 3, but Mr. Brunero did not 
have them.  The General Manager stated there was no high service and he knows 
nothing about the old approvals.  It was the sense of the Board that a letter from the 
Superintendent dated November 24, 1976 is of no consequence to this Board and there 
is no right for something not acted upon for thirty years.  Mr. Brunero stated that the 
home is a modular home which has already been built according to Mr. Ascoli and 
needs to be put on the existing foundation before December 18, 20006 and can not until 
the building permit is issued.  The Town, however, gave him a foundation permit which 
has been constructed.   
 

Board Member Gallucci moved and it was seconded by Board Member Graham 
to allow the connection based upon health issues and hardship and subject to the 
conditions in the Rules and Regulations as follows: 

 
1.  The Kent County Water Authority (KCWA) is not a guarantor of water supply 

for this or any other approval and KCWA can only supply water reasonably available to 
it and therefore any applicant/customer of KCWA understands that any third party 
commitments made by an applicant/customer are subject to the reasonable availability 
of water supply and limits of the existing infrastructure to support service. 

 
2.  A deficient condition associated with accelerated commercial and residential 

development exists in the area serviced by the KCWA.  The KCWA is in the process of 
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planning for additional water supply and therefore delays or diminution in service may 
occur if the water supply is unavailable or unable to produce water sufficient to service 
the customers of KCWA. 

 
3.  Ventures, commitments or agreements are at the applicant’s sole risk if supply 

or existing infrastructure is found to be insufficient to support service.  The applicant 
may afford the Authority with system improvements to facilitate adequate service. 

 
4.  The applicant shall file a formal single family home application.  The 

applicant/customer understands that any undetected error in the application or an 
increase or change in demand as proposed, which materially affects the ability to supply 
water to the site, will be the responsibility of the applicant/customer and not the KCWA. 

 
 5.  Only conservation-wise plumbing fixtures are to be installed, including, but not 
limited to low flow shower heads, low flow toilets and low flow aerators on faucets. 
 
 6.  If irrigation systems are installed, they must be supplied by a private well.  
Xeriscape landscaping technique and/or proper planting bed (high water holding 
capacity) soil preparation shall be employed throughout the project. 
 
And it was unanimously,  

VOTED: To allow the connection based upon health issues and 

hardship and subject to the conditions in the Rules and Regulations as 

follows: 

1.  The Kent County Water Authority (KCWA) is not a guarantor of 
water supply for this or any other approval and KCWA can only supply 
water reasonably available to it and therefore any applicant/customer of 
KCWA understands that any third party commitments made by an 
applicant/customer are subject to the reasonable availability of water 
supply and limits of the existing infrastructure to support service. 

 
2.  A deficient condition associated with accelerated commercial 

and residential development exists in the area serviced by the KCWA.  
The KCWA is in the process of planning for additional water supply and 
therefore delays or diminution in service may occur if the water supply is 
unavailable or unable to produce water sufficient to service the customers 
of KCWA. 

 
3.  Ventures, commitments or agreements are at the applicant’s 

sole risk if supply or existing infrastructure is found to be insufficient to 
support service.  The applicant may afford the Authority with system 
improvements to facilitate adequate service. 
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4.  The applicant shall file a formal single family home application.  

The applicant/customer understands that any undetected error in the 
application or an increase or change in demand as proposed, which 
materially affects the ability to supply water to the site, will be the 
responsibility of the applicant/customer and not the KCWA. 

 
5.  Only conservation-wise plumbing fixtures are to be installed, 

including, but not limited to low flow shower heads, low flow toilets and low 
flow aerators on faucets. 

 
6.  If irrigation systems are installed, they must be supplied by a 

private well.  Xeriscape landscaping technique and/or proper planting bed 
(high water holding capacity) soil preparation shall be employed 
throughout the project. 

 

Marriott Residence Inn Fire Service – Caito Corporation- Centre of New England 

 Jeff Hanson, P.E. and Charles Ridgely from Universal Properties stated that 
there is need for fire service for the Marriott Hotel and no plans have been filed and will 
probably be a single well and not part of the proposed Centre of New England central 
water system. 
 
 This proposal is for water supply for 100 rooms.  The General Manager asked 
and was told that the anticipated amount needed would be 750 gpm from Marriott 
hydrants and sprinklers but has not been finalized with the Fire Department.  The Chair 
stated that more information obviously was necessary.  The General Manager 
speculated that this would appear to be small consumption compared to other proposed 
buildings, however, the General Manager can not be certain without more information.  
Mr. Ridgely stated that current wells are working at the site.  It was the sense of the 
Board to have the applicant comply with the permitting process. 
 
R.T. Nunes Request to Appear 

 The Chair stated that R.T. Nunes failed to appear after it requested in its letter of 
November 1, 2006 which was received on November 5, 2006 and was posted and no 
one from R.T. Nunes bothered to appear.  The Chair noted that he was upset with the 
tone of the letter as disingenuous and unsustainable. The Chair stated that Legal 
Counsel replied to the letter from R.T. Nunes and Sons, Inc. which explained the 
posture of the Board that the Nunes position was untenable. 
 
 
 
Legal Matters 
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Relocation of Tank Site – Read School House Road 
 
The land swap was agreed to by the Town of Coventry for location of the tank.  Title 
research for the new site has been completed.  The Solicitor previously advised Legal 
Counsel that a special use permit from the Zoning Board of Review is required.  
However, due to the fact that the tank will be less than 35 feet in height, the Solicitor is 
reviewing with the Town Manager as to whether or not a special use permit is required.  
 
Facility Access – Amgen 
 
 Easement rights of Kent County Water Authority are impeded due to Amgen's 
security protocol.  The General Manager forwarded correspondence to the Berglund, 
P.E. setting forth easement rights and to contact to discuss the matter and there has 
been no reply. 
 
Wakefield Street, West Warwick Tank Site 
 
 The General Manager stated that the appraisal of the site has been obtained by 
Kent County Water Authority and that the Town of West Warwick owns most of the land 
and this matter will be reviewed further by Kent County Water Authority. 
 
Department of Health follow up private systems 
 
 Legal Counsel sent a general matrix to Kent County Water Authority the week of 
June 13, 2006 and the staff of Kent County Water Authority and Legal Counsel will work 
on the matrix together and will then present it to the Department of Health.  The General 
Manager stated that they will write comprehensive regulations rather than just an outline 
and that the General Manager and Kevin Fitta will be meeting to review this matter and 
then will meet with Legal Counsel. 
 
Town of Coventry Sewer Easement 
 
Coventry requested from Kent County Water Authority a sewer easement over land 
owned by Kent County Water Authority and designated as Assessor's Plat 20 Lot 9.  
Kent County Water Authority acquired the land subject to a restriction that it be used 
only for water conservation purposes.  Given this restriction, Legal Counsel inquired on 
August 5, 2006 of legal counsel for Department of Environmental Management as to 
whether or not Kent County Water Authority is permitted to grant an easement.  The 
Water Resources Board approved the grant of easement and the form of easement 
deed has been forwarded to the Town for review.  Therefore, the Town’s prior position of 
condemning the land was obviated by the easement. 
 
 
 
Potowomut Agreement  
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The Agreement with the City of Warwick has been completed and fully executed. 
 

Kent Hospital/Tollgate/Emergency Interconnection  
 

This will be addressed by Legal Counsel and Kent County Water Authority. 
 
PUC Docket #3671 
 
 Legal Counsel summarized report distributed to the Board Members indicating 
that the PUC will review the matter and National Grid position and will issue a public 
decision on November 24, 2006. 
 
Memo Re Town Council of West Warwick Removal of Board Member Boyer 
 
 Legal Counsel submitted a legal opinion which declared that the temporary 
removal of Board Member Boyer by the West Warwick Town Council was flawed and 
Mr. Boyer is still a member of the Board of Kent County Water Authority pursuant to 
Title 39-16-1 et seq.  The opinion was forwarded to the Town of West Warwick through 
its Solicitor. 
 
Greenwich Condominium 
 
 On November 13, 2005 Legal Counsel replied to a letter from R.T. Nunes and 
Sons, Inc. regarding September 20, 2006 Rules and Regulations which was previously 
discussed infra. 
 
Director of Finance Report: 
 

Arthur Williams, Finance Director, explained and submitted the financial report 
and comparative balance sheets, statements of revenues, expenditures, and cash 
receipts, disbursements through October, 2006 and closing documents which is 
attached as “D”, and after discussion, Board Member Gallucci moved and seconded by 
Board Member Graham to accept the reports and attach the same as an exhibit and 
that the same be incorporated by reference and be made a part of these minutes and it 
was unanimously,  
 

VOTED: That the financial report, comparative balance sheet statement of 
revenues, expenditure, cash receipts and disbursements through October, 
2006 and closing documents, be approved as presented and be 
incorporated herein and are made a part hereof as “D”.   

 
 
 
 
Point of Personal Privilege and Communications 
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 Keith Raymond was honored as overall winner of the Rhode Island Backhoe 
Rodeo for 2006 (Copy attached as “E”) and a commendation was put in his file. 
 
 Board Member Inman thanked the Board for moving the monthly Board meeting 
to each Thursday to accommodate his prior personal commitments.  
 
GENERAL MANAGER/CHIEF ENGINEER’S REPORT 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Supplemental Water Supply for Discussion 

 
 The Chairman stated that Amgen is currently using considerably less water than 
the amount previously anticipated and that it would be beneficial to the system to review 
future usage. 
 
 The General Manager stated that On Semi-Conductor was the largest Kent 
County Water Authority user and it departed November, 2005 and the property has 
been sold and may become an office building with considerably less usage than the 
amount factored into the hydraulic model. 
 
 Board Member Gallucci stated that it is his opinion that recently passed 
legislation (S-2681 Sub A R.I.G.L. 39-3-43) supercedes the initial set-aside amount for 
Amgen. 
 
 It was the sense of the Board that the General Manager and Legal Counsel 
contact Amgen to meet in order to discuss the current status of usage. 
 
S-2681 Sub A – 39-3-43 Action by Board  
 
 This matter will be discussed at the next Board meeting. 
 
New Business 
 
Cross Connection Control Program 
 
 The General Manager stated that this will be presented at the next Board 
meeting. 
 
Flushing Program Completed 
 
 The General Manager stated that the flushing program went very well with 
minimal disturbances. 
 
 
Tank Inspection, Review of Program 
Tiogue Tank Re-service, High Priority 
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 The General Manager related that through a routine inspection rust was 
discovered on the Tiogue tank.  The engineers are looking into the same.  The Tiogue 
tank which was built too high approximately 50 years ago has always been a problem 
with area pressure and, now, there is a large degree of scaling and the tank has 
outlived its usefulness.  The General Manager showed the system on maps and 
described renewal and replacement lines.  The General Manager stated that the 
removal of the Tiogue Tank and other improvements will greatly increase area water 
pressure.   
 
 Board Member Gallucci had to leave the meeting at this juncture because of 
attendance at a memorial service.  
 
Targeted Watershed Grant Hunt River 
 
 The General Manager said that the status will be monitored by the Authority. 
 
CAPITAL PROJECTS: 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS :  
 
IFR 2006 Task Order No. 6 
 
 The General Manager stated that the Change Order is adding services along 
Main Street and Lincoln Street as show on the Task Order #6 which is attached as “F”.  
He stated that the additional services are necessary and reasonable in the amount of 
$27,450.00 by James J. Geremia & Associates. 
 
 It was moved by Board Member Graham and seconded by Board Member Inman 
to approve Task Order No. 6 in the amount of $27,450.00 as attached as “F” and it was 
unanimously by the Board Members in attendance, 
 

VOTED:  To approve Task Order No. 6 in the amount of $24,450.00 as 
attached as “F”. 

 
Cleaning & Lining Greenwich Avenue (Task Order No. 1) 

 

The General Manager stated that Task Order No. 1 from James J. Geremia & 
Associates is the amount of $31,125.00 and must now replace the Greenwich Avenue 
transmission lines instead of relining and which necessitates design change costs and 
he recommended that the same engineer design the same. 

 
It was moved by Board Member Graham and seconded by Board Member Inman 

to approve Task Order No. 1 in the amount of $31,125,00 which is attached as “G” and it 
was unanimously by the Board Members in attendance, 
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VOTED:  To approve Task Order No. 1 in the amount of $31,125.00 which 
is attached as “G”. 
 

Task Order No. 7 

 The General Manager stated that this Task Order is necessary to modify the 
2005 Infrastructure Water System Main Replacements Project as it appears on “H” 
attached in the amount of $41,250.00 which is necessary and reasonable under the 
circumstances. 
 
 It was moved by Board Member Inman and seconded by Board Member Graham 
to approve Task Order No. 7 as attached as “H” in the amount of $41,250.00 and it was 
unanimously by the Board Members in attendance,  
 

VOTED:  To approve Task Order No. 7 as attached as “H” in the amount of 
$41,250.00. 

 
All other Capital Projects and Infrastructure Projects are addressed in an exhibit 

attached as “I” as prepared and described to the Board by the General Manager with 
general discussion following. 
 
 Board Member Graham made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Board Member 
Inman and it was unanimously,  

 
  VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ____________________  
       Secretary Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
 
















































