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KENT COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

March 15, 2006 
 

The Board of Directors of the Kent County Water Authority held its monthly 
meeting in the Joseph D. Richard Board Room at the office of the Authority on March 
15, 2006. 

 
Chairman Perry opened the meeting at 2:00 P.M. Chairman Perry, Board 

Members, Mr. Gallucci, Mrs. Graham, Mr. Masterson and Mr. Boyer were present 
together with the General Manager Timothy J. Brown, Technical Service Director John 
Duchesneau, System Engineer, Kevin J. Fitta, Arthur Williams, Finance Director, Legal 
Counsel, Joseph J. McGair, and other interested parties. 

 
The minutes of the Board meetings of January 31, 2006, February 15, 2006 and 

February 27, 2006 were moved for approval by Board Member Boyer and seconded by 
Board Member Graham and the minutes of January 31, 2006, February 15, 2006 and 
February 27, 2006 were unanimously approved. 

 
High Service Requests 

 
The Chairman for the benefit of all present read aloud all of the revised standard 

conditions in lieu of a moratorium as attached as “A” and further he explained the water 
deficit in detail. 
 

The General Manager submitted a memorandum dated March 13, 2006 which is 
attached as “B” which unequivocally stated that the General Manager is the Department 
of Health licensed operator of the Kent County Water Authority system and that he can 
not countenance any further water approvals while the water deficit continues in order to 
avoid a catastrophic incident. 

 
Guests: 
 
High Service Requests: 
 
420 East Greenwich Avenue, Matthew Gilchrest 

 
 Mr. Gilchrest did not appear and the matter was passed off the Agenda. 

 
53 Northup Plat Road, Coventry, Kenneth Noberg 

 
Mr.  Noberg did not appear and the matter was passed off the Agenda. 
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2 Old Farm Road, East Greenwich, Richard Benoit 
 
 Mr. Benoit did not appear and the matter was passed off the Agenda. 
 
2271 Middle Road, Todd Buontempo 
  
 Mr. Buontempo did not appear and the matter was passed off the Agenda. 
 
70 Island Drive, Abrams 
 
 Karen Abrams did not appear and the matter was passed off the Agenda. 
 
Rocky Hill Commons, East Greenwich, James Malm 
 
 Peter Nolan, Esq. appeared and the Applicant, James Malm, was in attendance 
as well as Scott Moorehead, PE.  Applicant is now asking to be relieved from previously 
approved stipulation to extend a water line 800 feet which he now says may not service 
anyone or any where and he now would prefer an alternative to place the waterline on 
Hamilton Boulevard and extend it to Granite Drive.  The General Manager gave a 
detailed overview to the Board together with a memorandum which is attached as “C”. 
 
 The General Manager stated and Legal Counsel concurred that the Board does 
not have the discretion to waive the Kent County Water Authority rules and regulations 
but does have the power to amend when it sees fit.  The General Manager 
recommended that the Board not allow private booster pumps unless it is willing to 
amend the regulation 3.2.11 which should be discussed at the April meeting or at any 
special meeting convened by the Chairman.  Board Member Masterson commented 
that consideration should be factored on behalf of the Applicant because of the 
installation of the 16” line from Cardi’s Furniture to Division Street which he believes will 
ultimately help the Kent County Water Authority system.  Board Member Boyer stated 
we need to regularly look at the Rules and Regulations and to amend them as 
necessary to foster economic development.  The General Manager stated that the 
booster pump approvals will have serious complications for commercial and residential.  
The Chairman agreed that the policy needs to be reviewed.  Legal Counsel reminded 
the Board that he is awaiting response of the Department of Health with regard to this 
issue and that a follow up letter was sent on March 6, 2006.  The General Manager 
stated that there is a federal drinking water mandate to adhere to quality issues which 
must be considered.  Board Member Masterson and the Chairman concurred with 
Board Member Boyer that a review of the regulations in general should be ongoing.  
This matter will be held until the next Board meeting on April 19, 2006. 
 
G-Tech Request for Data Center 
 
 Robert K. Vincent, Vice President of Corporate Communications appeared and 
stated that G-Tech has sought a zoning amendment with the West Greenwich Town 
Council for a  management district to reconfigure space together with a data center 
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since the headquarters have been sold.  He stated that there are seven other parcels on 
the site which will ultimately be a campus atmosphere and will take years to develop to 
completion. 
 
 He stated that the fire and sprinkler suppression will not be a major use of water 
since there will be a minimal amount of employees and a maximum of five people for 75 
gallons per day and there will be no additional water and will be water usage neutral.  
He presented a brief overview of the future master plan for information purposes only. 
 
2594 Division Road, East Greenwich, Smith 
 
 Residential applicant, Elizabeth Smith was accompanied by Ron Shadeck 
(Landscaper).  She moved in one year ago and had problems with the area and is 
situated on a hill with an extremely high water table and the septic system has failed 
with sewage spilling over into her yard.  A schematic of the property was attached as 
“D”.  Ron Shadeck stated that he is also a licensed septic system designer/installer.  He 
dug test holes 4-6” which was very costly and the problem seems to be getting worse.  
He stated that the applicant can not meet the 100 foot set back to neighbor’s well and it 
is only 25 feet from the applicant system to the Smith well.  He offered that the 
Department of Environmental Management asked that they be hooked up to Kent 
County Water Authority water system.  Board Member Masterson stated this appears to 
be a bona fide emergency in that the property may be uninhabitable.  Board Member 
Boyer stated that there should be a certified survey and that there needs to be proof of 
the  hardship for ISDS by the Department of Environmental Management and that the 
Smiths can not obtain a DEM/ISDS waiver before the Board can make a decision and 
the matter will be added to the Agenda next month.  
 
Town of West Warwick Business Park Request 
 

The West Warwick Town Manager, Wolfgang Bauer appeared to discuss the 
West Warwick Business Park.  He stated that generally water usage is not that high for 
the park and that the current economic development demands are busier and the 
Business park has not used its “allocation”.   He stated that a proposed use would be a 
400 unit hotel with a water park which uses 80,000 gallons per day.  He stated that hotel 
and meal tax is certainly attractive to the Town and is separate from the so called 
“Harrah’s site”.  He stated that he was uncomfortable with the revised conditions in lieu 
of a moratorium and that lenders would refuse to provide funding.  Legal Counsel 
informed Mr. Bauer that the revised conditions were approved by the Superior Court 
and that developers have accepted them and money has been loaned to projects under 
the revised conditions.  Mr. Bauer asked that detailed plans be waived in that 
engineering costs would be high and that it is his belief albeit he has no documentation 
that the park enjoys a special status with Kent County Water Authority. 

 
Board Member Boyer felt the 80,000 is a high figure.  Darla DeJog (Pro USA) 

stated that an indoor water park is a very unusual use and will most definitely require 
the 80,000 gallons per day and that it will enjoy a good success rate and will be an 
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enormous draw to the area.  Board Member Graham pointed out that recycling that 
amount of water is helpful together with a 2 1/2 year build out.  The Chairman pointed 
out that water has not been allocated or reserved to the West Warwick Business Park 
despite Mr. Bauer’s special status theory.  The Chairman stated that the system is 
300,000 gallons per day over subscribed in the high service gradient and that the Board 
has not approved anything of late in the high service gradient.  He stated that potential 
sources which the Authority is working on may ameliorate the problem.  Michael 
DuMont explained the permitting issues and the necessity of Kent County Water 
Authority approval.   The Chairman explained the history of the problem in the high 
service gradient.  Board Member Boyer further explained the efforts of the Authority to 
obtain more water. 

 
The General Manager stated that approximately 5 million gallons per day could be 
gleaned from Bald Hill post construction with an agreement with Warwick.   Board 
Member Boyer offered that a connection to the backside of the property (a secondary 
loop) could be practical.  The General Manager stated that it is worth exploring with an 
upgrade to the Setian booster station.  The General Manager stated that details are 
necessary to review the project and the projections mentioned seem high since the 
entire park is 58,500 gallons per day even with two hotels. 
 
Legal Matters 
 
Bald Hill Pumping Station 
 
Legal Counsel has transmitted an agreement to the City which is being reviewed 
together with other amendments and was heard by the City Council on March 13, 2006. 
Board Member Gallucci explained that final touches by all departments were made and 
this matter will be heard on March 22, 2006 for consideration. 
 
Relocation of Tank Site – Read School House Road 
 
 The General Manager and Legal Counsel had previously met with the Acting 
Town Manager, Town Solicitor and the Department of Public Works and the Town, at 
that time, agreed to the relocation of the tank site.  A survey depicting the site had been 
prepared and forwarded to the Solicitor and it was approved and a metes and bound 
description prepared.  In November, 2005 the Solicitor advised Kent County Water 
Authority that the Department of Public Works and Recreation Department had an issue 
with the land swap because the land was classified as open space.  The General 
Manager, Chairman and Legal Counsel subsequently met with the Acting Town 
Manager, Solicitor and Department of Public Works and Recreation and the Town is 
seeking additional compensation from Kent County Water Authority for the Black Rock 
Road paving project in consideration for relocation of the tank site. The Chairman 
directed the General Manager to have appraisals for the separate parcels to determine 
the difference, if any, in fair market value.  The General Manager and Legal Counsel 
subsequently met with Paul Sprague, Esq., Solicitor for zoning/planning, the acting 
Town Manager and the Department of Public Works and Recreation to discuss the 
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option of erecting an above ground tank near Walker Farms and to ascertain the 
municipal review process.  The Solicitor will review the ordinance with respect to the 
municipal review process and contact Legal Counsel for Kent County Water Authority.  
The Chairman stated that the Town is renewing negotiations regarding the land swap 
again. 
 
Town of Coventry Cost Share Agreement (Re: Paving) 
 
 The contract was forwarded to the Department of Public Works, however, was 
never executed by the Town.  The Town now takes issue with the amount of the 
contract and is seeking additional compensation in the total amount of $300,000.00.  
The Chairman will continue to discuss the matter with the Town, especially in light of the 
new election results.  The Chairman stated that he is in agreement to separate this 
issue from the tank site issue. 
 
Facility Access - Amgen 
 
 Easement rights of Kent County Water Authority are impeded due to Amgen's 
security protocol.  Legal Counsel has researched the easement rights of Kent County 
Water Authority and this issue will be reviewed by the Board. 
 
DEM 
 
 Legal Counsel has been in touch with the Director of the Department of 
Environmental Management and received its response and the response of Kent 
County Water Authority is now due and the matter was discussed by the Board in light 
of the C & E Engineering Partners, Inc. report dated February 9, 2006 and Legal 
Counsel sent a letter dated March 3, 2006 to Department of Environmental 
Management that Kent County Water Authority was no longer pursuing the permit for 
the Mishnock expanded wellfields. 
 
NE Gas/DPUC/Greenwich Avenue/Warwick 
 
 The parties have met and will continue to meet in order to avert full hearings and 
appear to be close to resolution. 
 
Centre of New England:  
 

Grandville at Greenwich, LP (Lecesse Development: WG, A. P. 1, Lot 3-1); 
Shivai Nehal Realty, LLC (Wingate Hotel, Coventry, A. P. 7, Lot 2.1); 

       Commerce Park Associates 13, LLC (Pad A, Coventry, A. P. 7, Lot 2.3); 
      Commerce Park Associates 13, LLC (Pad B, Coventry, A. P. 7, Lot 2.10); and 
       Wal-Mart Real Estate Business Trust (Wal-Mart, Coventry, A. P. 6, Lot 1) 

 
 Kent County Water Authority executed an approval letter containing stipulations 
dated March 9, 2006 and the same was agreed to and accepted by the applicant. 
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Wakefield Street, West Warwick Tank Site 
 
 Legal Counsel has reviewed the West Warwick Land Evidence Records to 
determine whether or not any easements affect the site and the location of the 
easements.  There are easements in favor of the City of Providence (Water Supply 
Board) and the General Manager and legal counsel met with the Providence Water 
Supply Board on February 16, 2006 to review plans depicting the subject easements.  
The General Manager and Legal Counsel subsequently met with representatives of 
RIPAC, Managing Agent for Governor’s Hill Condominium Association with respect to 
tying into an 8 inch connection located at an entrance to the site.  The representative 
advised Kent County Water Authority to perform their due diligence and provide RIPAC 
with a proposal with respect to utilizing the existing connection. 
 
Verizon Decision 
 
 The Division of Public Utilities and Carriers hearing officer, John Spirito, rendered 
an opinion regarding the matter which disposes of the complaint after the matter was 
settled amicably between Verizon and Kent County Water Authority. 
 
Centre of New England (First case)       
 
Kent County Water Authority Board Members signed their releases on September 23, 
2005 and September 26, 2005 and we have not received the original release from the 
Plaintiff and the Board direction is this is to be pursued. 
 
Legal Service Approval 
 

Board Member Masterson stated that because of various legal difficulties that 
there should be continuity and he felt that to allow Legal Counsel to see those cases  
through and because of Kent County Water Authority successfully defended legal 
attacks on the Authority because of those efforts by Legal Counsel, he recommended 
that a contract period of more than one (1) year is in order and he further stated that he 
had not talked to Legal Counsel about his proposal.  Board Member Graham stated that 
she read in the newspaper that the Authority, according to the Attorney General, had 
been wrong in not allowing a video taping of its meeting and that she had not been 
informed of the same.  Board Member Boyer concurred with Board Member Graham.  
Legal Counsel stated that the information had been provided to the Board as it is office 
policy to forward information upon receipt.  Board Member Boyer asked about RFP for 
legal services and was told by the General Manager and Legal Counsel that pursuant to 
State statute, that the Board can only engage legal services for one year and that the 
Board also has the ability to issue an RFP.  Board Member Gallucci stated that he 
would suggest consideration be given to an RFP for next year.  Board Member Graham 
stated that continuity of Legal Counsel is important for this year due to the complexity of 
the legal issues which the Board has been involved with.  Board Member Masterson 
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stated that he understood that the engagement can only be for one (1) year but that he 
has seen first hand as a result of his being deposed that Legal Counsel is most 
competent and experienced and he has the ability to interact with the public and public 
officials.  The Chairman concurred with the words of Board Member Masterson. 

 
 The General Manager recommended the letter of engagement from Petrarca and 
McGair, Inc. with no increase of rate for the period of April 1, 2006 to March 31, 2007 
which is attached as “E” and it was moved by Board Member Gallucci and seconded by 
Board Member Graham to approve the renewal engagement of Petrarca and McGair, 
Inc. for the period of April 1, 2006 to March 31, 2007 at the same current rates and it 
was unanimously,  
 

VOTED:  To approve the renewal engagement of Petrarca and McGair, 
Inc. for the period of April 1, 2006 to March 31, 2007 at the same current 
rates as attached as “E”.  

 
Director of Finance Report: 
 

Arthur Williams, Finance Director, explained and submitted the financial report 
and comparative balance sheets, statements of revenues, expenditures, and cash 
receipts, disbursements through March, 2006 and closing documents which is attached 
as “F”, and after discussion, Board Member Boyer moved and seconded by Board 
Member Graham to accept the reports and attach the same as an exhibit and that the 
same be incorporated by reference and be made a part of these minutes and it was 
unanimously,  
 

VOTED: That the financial report, comparative balance sheet statement of 
revenues, expenditure, cash receipts and disbursements through March, 
2006 and closing documents, be approved as presented and be 
incorporated herein and are made a part hereof as “F”.   

 
POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE & COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 The Chairman responded to Professor Harold Ward’s distorted letter to the Editor 
which is appended as “G”.  Board Member Boyer asked of the finality of approval of 
Department of Health/Centre of New England. 
 
 The General Manager stated that uncertainty of wells is problematic.   Board 
Member Boyer mentioned the Mooseup and Wood Rivers as a source.  The General 
Manager stated that the Department of Health may not allow it.  The Chairman stated 
Wood River could be a series of smaller reservoirs and they are too far away, too small 
and too expensive and Big River Reservoir is the only practical especially with land 
already taken.  Thorough discussion ensued.  
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GENERAL MANAGER/CHIEF ENGINEER’S REPORT 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Supplemental Water Supply, Warwick for Discussion 
 

The General Manager stated that the last proposal by the Department of 
Environmental Management was unsatisfactory.  He stated that that the Big River 
Reservoir is necessary since the wells would produced less than 7 million gallons per 
day and less in the summer.  He stated that the Department of Environmental 
Management had presented a resolution to the Water Resources Board along with the 
attendant RFP for wells in Big River (This was for information of Board).  A chart and 
map for Big River is attached as “H”. 

 
The General Manager stated wells are not practical for the long term and are 

expensive to install and will not produce the water needed in the summer season.  An 
additional study needs to be conducted for wetlands impact to be determined. 

 
Warwick Bald Hill Booster Station 

 This matter was discussed in Legal infra. 

Emergency Supply, Temporary Booster Station PWSB (Task Order No. 4 
Approval) 
 
 The General Manager stated that he is meeting shortly to discuss with 
Providence Water Supply Board concerning replacing the 78” aquaduct valve installed 
and the temporary shutdown of Clinton Avenue Booster Station.  The modeling was 
discussed last month.  Task Order No. 4 addresses the same to add to IFR and only for 
3.1 for $32,7000.00 as attached as “I” and not $13,300 (3.2.1).  This design will prepare 
for replacement of 3,000 feet of water main along Main Street in West Warwick and 
1,600 feet of water main along Ames Street in Coventry. 
 
 It was moved by Board Member Graham and seconded by Board Member 
Masterson to approve Task Order No. 4 in the amount of $32,7000.00 as attached as “I” 
and it was unanimously,  
 

VOTED:  To approve Task Order No. 4 in the amount of 
32,7000.00 as attached as “I”. 
 

PWSB Possible 3rd Aqueduct Connection 
 
 The General Manager stated that granted the ability to take additional 5 million 
gallons per day average day from the Providence Water Supply Board will be very 
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expensive and there may be difficulties on Wakefield Hill.  A wetlands expert will need 
to review the potential site for viability of the site for a booster station.   
 
Coventry Paving Agreement Approval 
 
 This matter was discussed in Legal infra. 
 
New Business 
 
Discussion Private System Operations and Ownership, D.O.H. Letter & Meeting 
 
 A letter was sent to the Department of Health and a follow up letter was sent from 
Legal Counsel concerning the steps for Kent County Water Authority to monitor water 
quality to the last tap.  The General Manager is in favor of the Board not granting private 
systems.  (This was discussed in Legal infra.) 
 
AMGEN Security Access to KCWA Property 
 
 This matter was discussed in legal (infra) and may be addressed at the April 
Board meeting.  
 
CCR 2005 Design Services Approval Prosnitz Communications 
 
 It was moved by Board Member Boyer and seconded by Board Member Graham 
to approve the services of Prosnitz Communications for the required Consumer 
Confidence Report in an amount not to exceed $3,000.00 as attached as “J” and it was 
unanimously,  
 

VOTED: To approve the services of Prosnitz Communications for 
the required Consumer Confidence Report in an amount not to 
exceed $3,000.00 as attached as “J”. 

 
New Hire Meter Department 
 
 The General Manager stated he reviewed 30 applicants for the position and more 
are coming in and will be placed on file and he has interviewed six people.  The best 
candidate has done work in the field including back flow prevention and is certified by 
the AWWA and has been in management and other testing experience at Amgen.  
Board Member Boyer requested that he appear before the Board.  Board Member 
Masterson moved and it was seconded by Board Member Gallucci to hire Giacomo 
Bisceglio as a meter reader subject to two years probation, successful drug testing and 
adherence to the established entry level salary at $14.00 an hour and it was 
unanimously, 
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VOTED:  To hire Giacomo Bisceglio as a meter reader subject to two 
years probation, successful drug testing and adherence to the established 
entry level salary at $14.00 an hour 
 

 
RIDOT Contracts 8067 & 9516 Disposition 
 
 The General Manager will be discussing the same with Legal Counsel.  He 
explained briefly that the State is billing Kent County Water Authority for work done in 
1986 and Kent County Water Authority never received a bill but now the State wants 
payment together with contingencies.  Legal Counsel and the General Manager will 
work on this. 
 
Tank Site Evaluation Read School House  
 
 The General Manager gave a memo as attached as “K” which and he explained 
the projects which are expected to be done and several can be eliminated as per the 
chart attached to the memo and will be discussed on an ongoing basis. 
 
G-Tech Proposal Land Subdivision 
 
 This matter was previously discussed infra. 
 
Personnel Job Performance (Executive Session) 

 
That Chairman stated that the person affected was notified that a discussion of 

the employee’s job performance, character, or physical and/or mental health was to be 
held in executive (closed) session by the Board of Kent County Water Authority on 
January 18, 2006 unless the person affected required the proceeding to be held at an 
open meeting.  The person affected did respond and did appear and requested that it 
be held in closed session and waived notice for all subsequent meetings.  The 
Chairman declared that it be noted in the minutes of the meeting that R.I.G.L. 42-46-
5(a)(1) had been fully complied with.  After the statement by the Chairman , Board 
Member Boyer moved and Board Member Graham seconded the motion to enter into 
executive session pursuant to R.I.G.L. 42-46-4 and R.I.G.L. 42-46-5(a)(1) to discuss job 
performance, character, or physical and/or mental health of an employee and it was 
unanimously passed.  Therefore, the Board entered into executive session. 

 
Board Member Boyer moved and Board Member Graham seconded to exit 

executive session and to keep the executive session minutes closed and that the 
minutes shall remain under seal pursuant to R.I.G.L. 42-46-4 and 42-46-5 and it was 
unanimously,  
 

VOTED:  To exit executive session and to keep the executive 
session minutes closed and that the minutes shall remain under 
seal pursuant to R.I.G.L. 42-46-4 and 42-46-5. 
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CAPITAL PROJECTS: 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS :  
 
Change Order No. 2 
 
 Change Order No. 2 is to remove and dispose of the mercury instruments on site 
for approximately $3,200.00 by Walsh Construction which also includes disposal of 
several other mercury containing equipment from other Kent County Water Authority 
sites and it was moved by Board Member Masterson and seconded by Board Member 
Graham to approve Change Order No. 2 for approximately $3,200.00 by Walsh 
Construction as attached as “L” and it was unanimously,  
 

VOTED:  To approve Change Order No. 2 for approximately $3,200.00 by 
Walsh Construction as attached as “L”. 

 
All Capital Projects and Infrastructure Projects are addressed in an exhibit 

attached as “M” as prepared and described to the Board by the General Manager with 
general discussion following. 

 
 Board Member Graham made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Board Member 
Masterson and it was unanimously,  

 
  VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ____________________  
       Secretary Pro Tempore 
 
























































































