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KENT COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

January 19, 2005 
 

 
The Board of Directors of the Kent County Water Authority held its monthly 

meeting in the Joseph D. Richard Board Room at the office of the Authority on January 
19, 2005.  
 

Chairman Perry opened the meeting at 3:35 P.M. Chairman Perry, Board 
Members, Mrs. Graham, Mr. Masterson, Mr. Boyer and Mr. Gallucci, were present 
together with the General Manager Timothy J. Brown, Director of Administration & 
Finance Arthur Williams Technical Service Director John Duchesneau, Kevin J. Fitta, 
System Engineer, Legal Counsel, Joseph J. McGair and other interested parties.    
 

The minutes of the Board meeting of December 16, 2004 were moved for 
approval by Board Member Boyer and seconded by Board Member Graham and the 
minutes were unanimously approved. 

 
Guests:   
 
Commissioner Robert Holbrook  
 
 Commissioner Robert Holbrook was present. 
 
Councilman Richard Sanetti 
 
 Coventry Councilman Richard Sanetti appeared and was concerned about water 
quality issues in Coventry.  The General Manager explained the naturally occurring 
manganese issue is a color problem and not a quality issue and that the situation will be 
better after the planned upgrades to the system.  Mr. Sanetti stated that the Center of 
New England is recognized by the Coventry Town Council as a tax generator and would 
help with issues including the “as-builts”.  The Town has been reaching out for potential 
tenants and have been trying to facilitate permitting and to workout a Centre of New 
England water/business time table report.  Mr. Sanetti mentioned that he knew Mr. 
Nicholas Cambio has recently appeared at a recent Kent County Water Authoirty Board 
meeting and created quite a stir.  Board Member Masterson stated that despite his last 
performance that Mr. Cambio is welcome at any time and the Authority is a professional 
Board and welcomes everyone at the Board meetings. 
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Legal Matters 
 
Welgen Tank (Amgen/Immunex) Mechanics Lien (Coughlin) 
 
 With respect to the September 27, 2004 grant of the Motion of Kent County 
Water Authority to Intervene, Legal Counsel filed a reply to the action on December 2, 
2004.  No recent activity. 
 
Welgen Tank (Amgen/Immunex) Mechanics Lien II (D & N Insulation Company) 
 
 A subsequent mechanics lien was filed against the land owner by another 
contractor  (D & N Insulation Company) in the amount of $164,000.00.  Therefore, Kent 
County Water Authority filed a Motion to Intervene which was granted by the Kent 
County Superior Court and which was filed on December 13, 2004. 
 
E. J. Prescott lawsuit 
 
 On October 12, 2004 the Court denied Prescott’s Motion for Summary Judgment 
and allowed Kent County Water Authority to move for summary judgment which the 
Court granted.  The transcript has been reviewed and the order drafted and the other 
side has reviewed our proposed order, however, as anticipated E.J. Prescott legal team 
had picayune objections and ultimately the Judge decided the form of order and the 
same was entered on January 10, 2005 and subject to appeal will be final. 
 
   On January 10, 2005, Judge Thompson decided to use the form of judgment and  
did order that they remove the word “implicit” from the reference to the finding that the 
96 hour rule was a valid exercise of the Department of Administration regulatory 
Authority. 
  
Dig Safe Violation/John Rocchio Corporation 
 
 On June 15, 2004, a hearing was held by the Division of Public Utilities and 
Carriers Hearing Officer, David Gentile, regarding the Tiogue Avenue/Williams Street 
breach by John Rocchio Corporation.  The Authority presented witnesses and legal 
authorities and Mr. Rocchio did not.  A decision was received in the favor of the 
Authority wherein the Hearing Officer found that the Authority witnesses, Alan Angiolilli, 
Robert Austin and Richard Burns to be credible and their testimony unrefuted.  The 
Hearing Officer further found that John Rocchio Construction Corp. failed to exercise 
reasonable care after the Authority made the markings in a timely and suitable manner.  
The John Rocchio Construction Corp. was fined in the amount of $500.00.  No appeal 
has been noticed. 
 
John Rocchio Corporation – Monies Owed 
 
 Both Superior and District Court matters are in suit and the answer of the 
Defendant was received.  A motion to assign was scheduled and granted in the 
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Superior Court on July 26, 2004.  Interrogatories were sent to Rocchio on July 6, 2004 
and were due on August 15, 2004.  No response had been received and a Rule 37 
(meet and confer) letter was sent on August 18, 2004.  Motions were filed in both cases 
to compel Rocchio to answer the interrogatories.   
  
 On September 13, 2004, the Kent County Superior Court granted the Plaintiff’s 
motion to compel the Defendant to provide answers to the discovery on or before 
October 13, 2004.  On September 16, 2004, the Third Division District Court granted 
Plaintiff’s motion to compel Defendant to answer discovery on or before October 16, 
2004.  The Attorney for the Defendant, Mr. Salvadore had contacted Legal Counsel and 
asked for an extension to November 8, 2004, which Legal Counsel granted. Mr. 
Salvadore asked for a subsequent extension until November 19, 2004 and that was 
granted with the proviso that if this discovery was not forwarded on that date, a motion 
to default would be promptly filed thereafter. 
 
 Motions for default were filed in both cases and conditional defaults were granted 
in the Kent County Superior Court on December 13, 2004 and Third Division District 
Court on December 14, 2004.  Defendant had until January 12, 2005 to answer 
discovery or judgment will enter upon further application to the Court. 
 
 The Defendant did comply with the court order and answered discovery on 
January 12, 2005 which are now being reviewed as to the sufficiency thereof. 
 
Blackrock Road Transmission Main/ C.B. 
 
 The contract specifies that the matter may be litigated at the option of the 
contractor either during or after the completion of the project.  The General Manager 
and Legal Counsel have conferred and discussed the ramifications and the issues 
presented concerning the “borrow” materials and other issues.  The General Manager 
and Legal Counsel are continuing to monitor. 
 

Read School House Road 
 
 The easements have been recorded.  The as-built drawings have still not been 
received.  It is the opinion of John Duchesneau that the surveyor/engineer for the Town 
provide this and that the Town would now have to engage a surveyor to prepare as-built 
drawings and it is unlikely that the Town will do so.  Councilman Sanetti will attempt to 
solve the situation. 
 
Elite Construction Company 
 
 A letter was sent out to Elite Construction Company, Inc. on December 13, 2004 
for miscellaneous billing owed in the amount of $2,226.38.  As of this date, no monies 
have been received. 
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Director of Finance Report: 
 

Mr. Williams explained and submitted the financial report and comparative 
balance sheets, statements of revenues, expenditures, and cash receipts, 
disbursements through December, 2004 which is attached as “A” and after discussion, 
Board Member Boyer moved and seconded by Board Member Gallucci to accept the 
reports and attach the same as an exhibit and that the same be incorporated by 
reference and be made a part of these minutes and it was unanimously,  
 

VOTED: That the financial report, comparative balance sheet statement of 
revenues, expenditure, cash receipts and disbursements through 
December, 2004 be approved as presented and be incorporated herein 
and are made a part hereof as “A”.   

 
General Manager / Chief Engineer's Report:  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
High Service Review 
 
 There were no reviews for the Board at this meeting.  220 Moosehorn Drive, East 
Greenwich is continued to the board meeting next month due to illness of the developer. 

 
KCWA Facility New Fire Code 
 
 The State Fire Marshall has not arrived for his inspection and the General 
Manager will call communicate with the State Fire Marshall office again. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Legislative Affairs:   The Board has expressed a desire to meet with local and 
state elected officials for an informational session which would assist them in dealing 
with questions that they might have or those of their constituents.  The General 
Manager will meet with Legal Counsel. 
 
 Cross Connection Control Legislation 
 
 The General Manager stated that House and Senate bills should be in soon and 
the Board had consensus that the statewide cross connection bill would be of 
significance to the entire State.  The bill (’04) should be revised by Legal Counsel.  
Board Member Masterson and Board Member Graham moved that the cross connection 
legislation be filed with the local delegation for passage through the Kent County Water 
Authority lobbyist and it was unanimously, 
 

VOTED:  That the cross connection legislation be filed with the local 
delegation for passage through the Kent County Water Authority lobbyist. 
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 Engagement of Lobbyist 
 
 The General Manager recommended the continuation of Tillinghast, Licht LLP at 
an hourly rate of $150.00 per hour for 2005 legislative session pursuant Letter dated 
January 12, 2005. 
 
 It was moved by Board Member Boyer and seconded by Board Member 
Masterson to engage Tillinghast, Licht LLP as lobbyist in the amount of $150.00 per 
hour for the 2005 legislative session pursuant to letter of January 12, 2005 which is 
attached as “B”  and it was unanimously, 
 

VOTED:  To engage Tillinghast, Licht LLP as lobbyist in the amount of 
$150.00 per hour for the 2005 legislative session pursuant to letter of 
January 12, 2005 which is attached as “B”.   

 
220/440 Moosehorn Road, East Greenwich 
 
 This matter has been continued to the February Board meeting. 
 
Coventry Fast Track Sewer Project-Lost water billing 
 
 The Chairman has been meeting with the Town regarding this issue and the  
issue is the Town of Coventry money source for this billing.  The General Manager 
explained the situation to the Board which is more fully addressed in the General 
Manager memorandum dated January 18, 2005 and is attached hereto as “C”.  The 
matter needs closure.  Board Member Masterson stated that the construction site was a 
mess and it was a sloppy way to do business by the contractor.  Board Member Boyer 
stated that the General Manager and staff did their due diligence but the engineering 
firm of Weston and Sampson did not do the right thing.  The Chairman will be meeting 
next week with the Town in an attempt to resolve this matter. 
 
New hire - meter reader 
 
 The General Manager had interviewed eight people in the first round for the 
position of meter reader and three for the second round.  There were many good 
applicants for the meter reader position and the General Manager recommended Eric 
Tift for the position of meter reader with standard stipulations of two years probation, 
successful drug testing and adherence to the established entry level salary.  Board 
Member Boyer moved and it was seconded by the entire Board to hire Eric Tift as meter 
reader subject to two years probation, successful drug testing and adherence to the 
established entry level salary and it was unanimously, 
 

VOTED:  To hire Eric Tift as meter reader subject to two years probation, 
successful drug testing and adherence to the established entry level 
salary. 
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Annual report to city and town councils 
 
 The annual reports to the City and Town Councils have been sent. 
 
Emergency Response Plan employee field copy 
 
 The three meetings for employees will start next week and copies of the Plan will 
go to the Board members which are extremely confidential because of security issues. 
 
30 month Water Supply System Management Plan submittal 
 
 The plan has been sent out and will be submitted by the end of the month to the 
Water Resources Board for approval. 
  
Warwick Wholesale Supply Contract 
 
 This will need to be discussed with our counterparts in Warwick to insure future 
cooperation, customer concern and safety of both water systems. 
 
State Law No Smoking 
 
 The Authority does not allow smoking on the premises now and it will comply 
with the new law by the posting of signs prior to March 1, 2005. 
 
Survey KCWA Property 
 
 The intent of the survey of the Authority headquarters real property would be 
referenced for security issues and more especially for plans for an automatic gate for 
the premises and with an eye to modernization.   This will be included in the next budget 
year. 
 
High Service Model Review Alternate Sources 
 
 The General Manager stated the discussion would center around Task Order No. 
5(a) and Task Order No. 5(b) to insure multiple permanent interconnections between 
the Authority and the City of Warwick for emergency purposes. 
   

Task Order No. 5(a) is the most viable and  is 36” line Tollgate Road through 
Centerville Road to the Kent County Water Authority 12” line.  The General Manager  
stated that it is in the preliminary stage, however, implementation would  be a necessary 
addition to the Bald Hill interconnection.  The Chairman stated that the Authority could 
be in line for 50% funding by the Water Resources Board including design. 

 
 Task Order No. 5(b) – The workings of the Bald Hill interconnection was 
explained by the General Manager in great detail using a chart drawn by him.  He 
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explained that the implementation would assist both the low service and high service.  It 
would require installation of a 16” pipe to Cowesett Road which could ultimately tie into 
a connection pipe to the East Greenwich area.  It would encompass approximately 
4,000 feet which is less than originally projected.  The General Manager also gave a 
detailed overview of the state of the system with general discussion with all Board 
Members participated. 
 
 The General Manager generally pointed out that implementation would be an 
asset to both systems, however, the details need to be thought through.  Board Member 
Gallucci stated that odd/even summer restriction is not the norm in Warwick, albeit it is 
for Kent County Water Authority and there are a myriad of issues which are not 
insurmountable and that this should be thought of as a regional issue for the entire Kent 
County.  The General Manager said this could be on line sooner than the Mishnock 
wellfields and could be more promising.  The Chairman stated that he is very impressed 
with the forward thinking of the General Manager in seeking alternate solutions to the 
water sources issue especially after the shabby treatment by the Department of 
Environmental Management wellfield expansion. 
 
White Appraisal Letter 
 
 The Letter was read into the record by the Chairman and is attached as “D”. 
 
IRS Audit Review (Direction requested) 
  
 Michael A. Grande, CPA was employed as a tax consultant to review the IRS 
audit findings and a comment summary was performed and is attached hereto as “E”.  
The Chairman deemed that the recommendations of Mr. Grande be accepted and it 
was seconded by Board Member Graham and it was unanimously,  
 

VOTED:  To accept the recommendations of Michael A. Grande, CPA 
which are attached hereto as “E”. 
 

Water Conservation Action Plan 
 
 It was moved by Board Member Graham and seconded by Board Member 
Masterson to add the Water Conservation Action Plan issue to the Agenda for 
discussion only and it was unanimously,  
 

VOTED:  To add the Water Conservation Action Plan issue to the Agenda 
for discussion only. 

 
 Board Member Masterson and the General Manager told the Board that the 
University of Rhode Island is doing work with the Town of North Kingstown in the  
“Healthy Landscapes” program which employs drought resistant planting, organics, 
downspouts, rail barrels etc. and could provide input to the Kent County Water Authority 
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action plan with an eye to future grants.  The Authority will utilize the advice to preserve 
our most important natural resource, water. 
 
 
 
 
CAPITAL PROJECTS: 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS :  
 
Oaklawn Meter Pit 
 
 The easement deed expanding the easement area has been executed by the 
owner and forwarded to Citizens Bank for execution.  Upon receipt of the deed from 
Citizens Bank, recording will be accomplished and the project will be completed.  
 

All other Capital Projects and Infrastructure Projects are addressed in an exhibit 
attached as “F” as prepared and described to the Board by the General Manager with 
general discussion following. 
 

Board Member Graham made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Board Member 
Boyer and it was unanimously,  
 
  VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 6:25 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       ____________________  
       Secretary Pro Tempore 
 
 
 
 




























































