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Attendees 
 
Anne Primeau-Faubert HEALTH  
Nolan Byrne  DHS 
Jeanne Gibree  UHC-Medicaid 
Frank Bragantin  RI Apt Association 
Jan Winter  BVCAP 
Chris Gorham  RI Housing 
Anne Kineavy  Hasbro Children’s Lead Clinic 
June Tourangeau St. Joe’s Lead Clinic/Lead Safe Center 
Helena Friedmann CLAP 
Suzy Paiva  Our Lady of Fatima 
Kim Bossian  SCCA-Head Start 
Virginia Paine  Woonsocket Head Start 
Cecile Turgeon  Tri-town CAA Head Start 
Daniela Quilliam HEALTH 
 
Revisions to the lead screening regulations and guidelines 
The lead program is currently revising lead screening regulations. The proposed changes 
resulted from an effort to be consistent with the American Academy of Pediatrics, and from the 
fact that the data show that a small percentage of children who are screened annually are 
identified as lead poisoned for the first time after 36 months of age.    
 
The revised regulations state that children under 3 years of age (rather than under 6 years of 
age) should be screen for lead annually.  Screening can be discontinued after age 3 if both tests 
before age 3 were below 15 µg/dL, the child has not moved, the child’s home has not undergone 
renovations, and all questions on the Risk Assessment Questionnaire are answered “No.”      
 
Next Steps:   
After the lead program has finalized the revisions, the regulations will go to the Office of 
Regulations within the Department of Health.  Then, there is an informal community review 
(email, web-posting) where we solicit feedback and make revisions.  Once revised, we schedule 
a formal hearing, with no interaction with HEALTH staff.  The date of the formal hearing must be 
posted in the Providence Journal-Bulletin at least 30 days before the formal hearing date.  The 
hearing is an opportunity for interested parties to comment and make suggestions for change.  
Following the formal hearing, the regulations are filed with the Secretary of State, and they take 
effect 20 days after filing.  If major changes are made to the regulations as a result of the formal 
hearing, we have to start the cycle over.  Typically, the process takes 4-6 months 
 
Virginia Paine from Head Start voiced some concerns about the changes to the lead screening 
regulations.  She said that among the high risk population with which she works, children are not 
being screened at age two, and if doctors are not required to screen at/after age three, many 
cases of lead poisoning will be missed.  She and others also said that the risk assessment 
questionnaire is not being done- it does not fit into the 15-minute appointment time and there are 
no repercussions for the doctors if they don't do it.  Anne Kineavy from HCH Lead Clinic also said 
that parents are not always honest with their answers, and tell you what you want to hear rather 
than the truth; therefore, the risk assessment questionnaire may be ineffective.   
 



Helena Friedmann suggested that Peter Simon do a mass fax to pediatricians to promote the 
importance of conducting the risk assessment questionnaire, and then following up with random 
visits to pediatric practices. 
 
Chris Gorham said one way to get the importance of screening across to doctors that are not 
following the regulations would be to publicize a case where a doctor was sued for not screening 
for lead.   
 
Cecile Turgeon from Tri-Town CAA Head Start suggested that perhaps the medical assistant 
could conduct the risk assessment questionnaire instead of the doctor, or the parent could fill it 
out in the waiting room. 
 
The general consensus was that there need to be consequences for non-compliant doctors in 
order to improve screening practices.     
 
These concerns and suggestions will be discussed with Peter Simon and others in the lead 
program, and then we will follow-up with the advisory committee.    
 
A copy of the draft lead screening regulations and guidelines are attached to the email for your 
review.  Please send comments to daniela.quilliam@health.ri.gov. 
 
 
Lead screening and referral guidelines for refugees 
The lead screening and referral guidelines for refugees have been finalized and will be posted on 
the web soon.  The major difference between the regular lead screening guidelines and the 
refugee guidelines are that the refugee guidelines recommend screening all children 6 months to 
16 years of age (rather than 6 years of age) for lead upon entry into the US. A copy of the 
guidelines are attached to the email for your review 
 
Lead Screening and Case Management Plan 
Thank you for your comments on the Lead Screening and Case Management Plan.  Comments 
have been incorporated and the document has been finalized.  It should be on the web shortly.  
We will send an email when it is posted. 
 
Elimination Measures 
Thank you for your comments on the elimination milestone and measures. Comments have been 
incorporated and the document has been finalized.  It has been included in the Interagency 
Coordinated Council report to the Governor.  The report should be on the web shortly.  We will 
send an email when it is posted. 
 
Lead Event and Regional Conference  
The CLPPP annual lead event will be held on Tuesday April 4th from 2-4pm at the Hyatt Regency 
in Newport.  You should have received an invitation in the mail.  If you have not received an 
invitation, a copy is attached to the email.  If you have not yet registered, please do so.   
 
Following the lead event, will be the Partnership Conference on Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention.  The conference will begin on Tuesday April 4th at 4pm, and it will end Friday April 7th 
at 1pm.  You should have received an invitation letter with registration information for this event 
as well.  If you have not received the letter, a copy is attached to the email.  You are welcome to 
attend all or part of the conference.  If you have yet registered, please do so. 
 
FYI- Lunch will not be provided at the conference.  There is a restaurant in the hotel and there are 
additional restaurants within a short distance from the hotel.   
 
PLEASE NOTE:  You must register for the lead event and the conference separately. 

mailto:daniela.quilliam@health.ri.gov


Other Items 
The Lead Awareness Seminar is now available on TV. I have copied and pasted an email about 
the seminar below. 
 
 

Lead Hazard Awareness Seminar - on TV !!  
Contact: Liz Colon (401) 785-1310 ext. 208 
 
Lead Awareness Seminar Premieres on TV 
 
Cox Communications Government Public Access, Channel 15 (Providence area) is 
now airing a three-part seminar on Lead Hazard Awareness.  The Seminar is an 
overview and a summary of property owner's responsibilities with regard to 
lead regulation in Rhode Island.  This presentation is a public service 
created by the collaborative efforts of the Childhood Lead Action Project, 
Corporate Film & Video Productions and Rhode Island Lead Technicians, Inc. 
 
The three part series will air Thursdays from 8 pm - 8:30 pm, Saturdays from 
noon to 12:30 pm and Sundays from noon to 1:00 pm.  The program will be 
broadcasted for the next four to six weeks allowing ample opportunity for 
viewers to learn more about lead hazards.  Segment 1 will focus on the 
importance of lead poisoning to the health of Rhode Islanders. Segment 2 
presents existing lead laws, regulations and most importantly, the Lead Hazard 
Mitigation Act.  Finally, segment 3 will provide information about safely 
preparing properties for a lead inspection. 
 
After viewing each segment, property owners will have the opportunity to take 
an online quiz testing them on the information presented in the broadcast.  In 
order to access the quizzes participants must register online at 
www.leadsafekids.org.  After all three quizzes are completed property owners 
can obtain certificates allowing them to comply with the Lead Hazard 
Mitigation Act. This certification, which will be sent out via email, is 
equivalent to the document received upon completion of the three-hour lead 
hazard mitigation course.  This is a great opportunity for property owners and 
others interested in the hazards of lead paint to learn more about the 
subject. Please don't miss this exciting and informative series. 
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