
C O M M U N I T Y   R E V I E W 
1 June 2011 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
RULES & REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO DENTISTS, DENTAL HYGIENISTS, AND 

DENTAL ASSISTANTS  
 

A Community Review was held on the above date in the RI Department of Health Auditorium, 3 Capitol 
Hill, Room 104, Providence, RI 
 
Staff & Board Members in Attendance:   
Dr. Craig VanDongen, Chairman   Dr. Christine Benoit, Vice-Chair  
Dr. Joseph Samartano, Jr.   Mr. William Dundulis 
Maureen Ross, RDH   Mrs. Gail Giuliano, Administrator 
  
Others in Attendance 
Kathleen Gazzola, RDH  Dr. Francis Connor, Jr. Michelle Rezendes  
Raquel Mello   Sarah Kidd  Laura Burnett 
Erica Grimaldi   Brenda Rivera  Ruth Espinal   
Kelli Moon   Laurie Martinez  Stephanie Wilkinson   
Apryl Watford   Natalie Morse 
 
Mr. Dundulis provided attendees with an overview of the process and advised that a formal public hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date.  Mr. Dundulis cited each proposed amendment and advised as to the 
intent.  
 
Dr. VanDongen provided his expertise with regard to technical questions that arose.  
 
Upon conclusion of the review, the following comments were presented: 
 
Mrs. Kathleen Gazzola, Chair, Dental Health Programs, CCRI 
Mrs. Gazzola expressed appreciation to the Board on behalf of CCRI for amending Section 22.3 of the 
Rules and Regulations to allow duly licensed dental hygiene faculty members to administer local anesthesia 
under general supervision in the event a supervising dentist is not available.  Mrs. Gazzola also commended 
the Board for mandating current Basic Cardiac Life Support certification for dentists and dental hygienists.   
 
Dr. Francis Connor, Jr.   
Dr. Connor addressed Section 22.1.1 regarding the Administration of Nitrous Oxide by Dental Hygienists.  
He advised after reviewing the proposal he is in favor of this amendment, but has the following concerns: 

 
a) Ensuring educational competency 
b)  Level of supervision (22.1.1-5 c)  

 
These two issues will be reviewed and discussed at the next Dental Board meeting. 
 
Dr. Christine Benoit 
Dr. Benoit advised it is has been her experience that nitrous oxide is a safe drug when administered under 
direct supervision and a titration method is utilized.  She further offered it should be noted that nitrous 
oxide is completely reversible with the administration of 100 % oxygen. 
 
Respectively submitted by 
 

 
Gail Giuliano, Administrator 
RI Board of Examiners in Dentistry 


