Proposed Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Rhode Island Certificates of Registration for
Nursing Assistants and the Approval of Nursing Assistant Training Programs (R23-17.9-NA)
Proposed to be re-titled: Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Rhode Island Certificates of
Registration for Nursing Assistants, Medication Aides, and the Approval of Nursing
Assistant and Medication Aide Training Programs
Community Review Meeting Minutes
Monday, 17 December 2007

Persons in Attendance: See attached sign-in sheet.

The meeting was convened at 11:05 a.m. by Charles Alexandre, RN, MS, Chief of the Office
of Health Professions Regulation, Rhode Island Department of Health, who provided
introductions and an overview of the regulatory process.

The following sections of the proposed nursing assistant (medication aide) regulations
were discussed: 1.3;2.12; 2.16; 3.4; 3.7; 3.8; 4.4; 5.12; and Appendix L.

Issues or questions raised by the group related to the following;:

e Should there be an exemption from the medication aide licensure requirements for
assisted living residence administrators? Continuing education requirements could
be added related to medication administration for those administrators passing
medications.

e Should medication aides be permitted in inpatient hospice settings?

e Do medication aide training programs need to be affiliated with
colleges/universities?

e Should “reading comprehension” be added to the course content contained in
section 3.7 of the regulations?

e Do all of the instructors in Department-approved medication aide training
programs need to be pharmacists (see section 3.8)?

e Could section 4.4 be amended to accommodate students who do not pass the
nursing assistant examination within 120 days?

e Should continuing education programs (section 5.12) be approved by a national
certifying body?

e Should “oxygen application” be added to the list of prohibited nursing assistant
duties contained in Appendix I?



Mr. Alexandre welcomed comments from the community until close of business on
December 31, 2007 and indicated that these regulations will be posted for public hearing
sometime in January 2008.

The meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Shelov, MPH, MSSW
Health Policy Analyst

Office of Health Services Regulation
January 7, 2008



