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THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE HOUSING AUTHORITY 

OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
HELD ON THE ELEVENTH DAY OF JUNE 2015. 

 
 The Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Newport, Rhode Island met 
in regular session in the Administration Building Newport, Rhode Island at 4:15 p.m. on June 11, 
2015. 
 
 Roll call followed the Pledge of Allegiance and Silent Prayer: 
 
 PRESENT:   
    Chairman       Frank Landry 

Vice Chairman   Frank Coleman 
Commissioner    Frank McCauley 

    “     Charles Laranjo 
    “     Peggy Henderson 
  

ABSENT:  Commissioner Cheryl Abney 
   Commissioner Nikki Vazquez 
  

 ALSO PRESENT: Attorney Joseph J. Nicholson, Jr. 
          

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCauley, seconded by Commissioner Coleman, and 
unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular monthly meeting held on May 14, 2015 were 
approved.  

 
The monthly meeting began with James Reed presenting the “Way to Go” Awards to Met 

School Graduates and Student of the Month at Thompson Middle School from September 2014-
June 2015.  These awards are in recognition to residents and/or invited guests for an 
achievement, an accomplishment and/or a noteworthy deed having a positive effect on them and 
on the community.   
       
 The Secretary requested authorization and approval of the monthly bills. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Laranjo, and 
unanimously carried, payment of the bills was approved. 
  

The Secretary requested authorization and approval for requisition for payments #33 and 
#34 to TAG Associates, Inc. for consulting work for the Park Holm Redevelopment Project 
Phase 1,2,3.  
 

• Requisition #33 in the amount of $4,776.46 
• Requisition #34 in the amount of $1,048.00 

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Coleman, seconded by Commissioner Laranjo, 

and unanimously carried, authorization and approval to pay TAG Associates for requisitions #33 
& #34.   
 

The following Resolution was introduced by Commissioner Laranjo, it being Resolution 
No. 1096.  Same was read aloud and in full by Commissioner Henderson, and considered by the 
Commissioners regarding Section Eight Management Assessment Program (SEMAP) FY 2015 
Certification for submission into HUD. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 1096 
 

SEMAP CERTIFICATION FY 2015 
 
 WHEREAS, the Section 8 Management Assessment Program (SEMAP) measures the 
performance of the public housing agencies (PHAs) that administer the Housing Choice Voucher 
Program in fourteen (15) key areas; including: 
 

1. Proper selection of applicants from the waiting list; 
2. Sound determination of reasonable rent for each unit leased;  
3. Accurate verification of family income and determination of adjusted income; 
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4. Maintenance of a current schedule of allowances for tenant utility costs;; 
5. Performing of quality control inspections to ensure housing quality; 
6. Ensure that landlords and tenants promptly correct housing quality deficiencies for 

HQS informed; 
7. Expand housing choice outside areas of poverty or minority concentration; and 
8. Establishment of payment standards within the required range of the HUD fair market 

rent;  
9. Timely annual reexaminations of family income;  
10. Correct calculation of the tenant share of the rent and the housing assistance payment;  
11. Ensure units comply with the housing quality standards (HQS) before families enter 

into leases and PHA’s enter into housing assistance contracts;  
12. Timely annual housing quality inspections;  
13. Ensure that all available housing choice vouchers and/or funds are used effectively 

and efficiently;  
14. Enroll families in the Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) program if required and help 

FSS families achieve increases in employment income; 
15. Deconcentration of Poverty; 

 
 WHEREAS, SEMAP has been completed for Fiscal Year ending March 31, 2015 as 
attached; and  
 
 Whereas, HACN is anticipating a rating status of High Performer (for achieving 90% or 
higher), that is subject to HUD review and determination.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the SEMAP Certification be approved 
and submitted by the Executive Director. 
 

AYES      NAYS 

   Chairman Landry    None. 
Vice Chairman Coleman 

   “  McCauley     
   “             Henderson 
   Commissioner Laranjo 
    

ABSENT 
 

Commissioner  Abney 
“             Vazquez 

 
The Chairman thereupon declared said motion carried and said Resolution adopted. 

 
The Secretary presented to the Commissioners the collection loss report requesting a 

write off in the amount of $1,122.90 as uncollectible and classified as bad debt. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner McCauley, and seconded by Commissioner Coleman, 
and unanimously carried, the write off in the amount of $1,122.90 was approved.   
  
 The Secretary submitted to the Board the Consent Calendar items which included the 
COP Report, Occupancy, Applications, & Section 8 Report, Resident Services Report and a 
Collection Loss Payment in the amount of $257.27.  
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Henderson, seconded by Commissioner Laranjo, and 
unanimously carried, the above Report of the Secretary items were received as presented.  
 
  The Secretary presented the report of the Resident Council to the Board. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 
unanimously carried, the verbal report of the Newport Residents Council was received as 
presented.  
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Commissioner Request (s):  None. 
 

Follow-up to Commissioners Request on June 11, 2015: 
 

Commissioner Henderson:  
 

• Request from Donovan Manor resident to add a pool table in the community room 
of Donovan Manor.  Commissioner Henderson feels a better place for the pool 
table would be in the back room of the Wellness Center at Donovan Manor.  

• The Secretary followed-up in regards to the pool table with stating that he will 
confirm with Millie Feeney that the pool table is in good condition and if so, it 
will either go in the community room or in a vacant room in the wellness center. 
The Secretary also added that with the wellness center residents using the pool 
table will also need a key fob and membership to enter the wellness center to use 
the pool table.  

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 

unanimously carried, the Commission went into Executive Closed Session in accordance with 
RIGL § 42-46-5 § (a) (1) Personnel. 

 
The Board returned to open session and the Chairman announced the Board did the 

performance review of the Executive Director and thanked him for great work and approved the 
contract extension as requested.  

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner Henderson, and 

unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
        
 
 
        ____________________________ 
        James J. Reed 
        Secretary 


