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THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE HOUSING AUTHORITY 

OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
HELD ON THE ELEVENTH DAY OF DECEMBER 2012 

 
 The Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Newport, Rhode Island met 
in regular session at the Administration Office Newport, Rhode Island at 5:00 p.m. on December 
11, 2012.   
 
 Roll call followed the Pledge of Allegiance and Silent Prayer: 
 

 PRESENT:   
    Chair        Frank Landry 
    “     Cheryl Abney 
    “      Frank McCauley 
    “     Charles Laranjo 
         
 ABSENT:  “     Frank Coleman 
.       “     Nikki Vazquez 
 

 ALSO PRESENT:    Attorney Joseph J. Nicholson, Jr. 
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner Abney, and 

unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular monthly meeting held on November 8, 2012 
were approved.  

 
Under communications to this month’s Board meeting, the Secretary presented a letter 

from the RI Department of Health Commendation for our implementation and for maintaining 
our Smoke-Free Housing policy.  

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 

unanimously carried, the correspondence was received. 
 
The Secretary requested authorization and approval of the monthly bills. 
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 

unanimously carried, payment of the bills was approved. 
  
The Secretary introduced Resolution No. 1073 regarding the Other Post Employment 

Benefits (OPEB) Trust Agreement.  
 

RESOLUTION No. 1073  
 

DATED:  DECEMBER  11, 2012 
 

 WHEREAS, the HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT (“Authority”) 

offers health insurance to eligible retirees, a benefit the Authority offers to eligible current 

employees as part of that employees overall compensation package, regarded as Other Post 

Employment Benefits (OPEB); and 

 WHEREAS, the Authority has been setting aside funds over a number of years to support 

the actuarial determined accrued liability of these benefits; and 

 WHEREAS, the purpose of this set-aside has been to acquire assets for the payment of 

accrued liabilities in the future at such times as the Authority deems sufficient assets exist; and 

 WHEREAS, advisers to the Authority have recommended, consistent with appropriate 

Government Accounting Standards, that these funds, as well as any funds further appropriated, 
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be deposited into an irrevocable trust with those funds and being specifically dedicated to 

funding the OPEB liability. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Executive Director is authorized to proceed 

in drafting an irrevocable trust document for approval by the Board of Commissioners of the 

Authority, consistent with the recommendations otherwise presented to the Authority by its 

independent auditors and actuarial consultants. 

 Commissioner Laranjo moved that the foregoing Resolution be adopted as introduced 
and read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Abney, and upon roll call the “Ayes” 
and “Nays” were as follows: 

AYES      NAYS 

   Chair Landry     None. 
   Commissioner Abney         
   “             McCauley 
   “              Laranjo 
   Vice Chair Coleman    Absent 
   “       Vazquez    Absent 
 
 

The Chairman thereupon declared said motion carried and said Resolution adopted. 

 
 The Secretary presented to the Commissioners a contract amendment between HACN 
and FJS Associates, LTD.  The agreement serves as an addendum and amendment to the current 
consulting agreement, extending the agreement to include the development of these five 
additional homes in the Hillside Homes project.   
 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner Abney, and 
unanimously carried, authorizing the amendment of the contract and authorizing the Executive 
Director to execute the contract with FJS, LTD.   

 
 The Secretary introduced the FY 2012 Financial Audit.  
 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 
unanimously carried to receive the report as presented was approved.   

 

The Secretary introduced a motion to continue until the January regular monthly 
meeting the Number 5 agenda item. This authorization would approve the submission of a 
designated housing application to HUD for the purpose of designating Donovan Manor as an 
elderly-only housing property.   

Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 
unanimously carried to continue the discussion regarding the designated housing application 
until the January 2013 meeting was approved.  

The Secretary introduced for approval the regulatory Section 8 Project Based Voucher 
Policy for the Administrative Plan.   

Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 
unanimously carried the policy was approved.   
  

The Secretary presented to the Commissioners the collection loss report requesting a 
write off in the amount of $9,679.57 as uncollectible and classified as bad debt. 

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, and seconded by Commissioner Abney, and 

unanimously carried, the write off in the amount of $9,679.57 was approved. 
 
The Secretary submitted to the Board the Consent Calendar items which included the 

C.O.P. Report, Occupancy, Applications, & Section 8 Report, Resident Services Report.  
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Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 
unanimously carried, the above Consent Calendar items were received as presented.  

 
The Secretary submitted to the Board the Financial Reports which included the Actual 

YTD Expenses and Operating Reserve Analysis.   
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 

unanimously carried, the above Financial Reports were received as presented.  
 
The Secretary presented to the Board an updated Capital/ARRA Projects report 

regarding the Weidemann Court, Phase 5 Site, Earl Avenue Renovations, Energy Performance 
Contract, Hurricane Sandy, and Florence Gray Center.  

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Laranjo, seconded by Commissioner McCauley, and 

unanimously carried, the report regarding the Capital/ARRA Project (s) updates were received 
as presented.  

 
The Newport Resident Council monthly report was not included in this Board packet 

due to the Newport Resident Council President being ill. 
 
Commissioners’ Request (s):  None. 
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCauley, seconded by Commissioner Abney, and 

unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
 


