
THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE HOUSING AUTHORITY 

OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
HELD ON THE ELEVENTH DAY OF JANUARY, 2007 

 
 
 The Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Newport, Rhode Island met 
in regular session at the Florence Gray Center, One York Street, at 4:30 p.m. on January 11, 
2007.   
 
 Roll call followed the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

 PRESENT:  Commissioner   Jan Shapin 
     "   Rodney P. Bowley 
     "   John J. Crowley, Jr. 
     "   Elizabeth Fuerte 
     "   Frank Landry 
 
 ABSENT:  Commissioner   Jade Hall 
     "   Joseph T. Houlihan 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Attorney   Joseph J. Nicholson, Jr. 

 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Landry, and 
unanimously carried, the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of December 14, 2006 were 
approved, as amended, to include Commissioner Bowley's inquiry of the Director of 
Maintenance if the new sidewalks work is complete, to which the Director of Maintenance 
responded that they are. 
 
 The monthly bills report was presented to the Commissioners. 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, authorizing payment of the bills. 
 
 The Chair recognized the monthly report provided by Officer Piermont for the Park Holm 
and Tonomy Hill developments. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the monthly report submitted by the C.O.P. was accepted. 
 
 The Secretary reviewed with the Commissioners the Consent Calendar items which 
included the Occupancy, Applications, and December Collection Loss Reports. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Consent Calendar items were approved. 
 
 The Secretary provided the Commissioners with a copy of a request from Hope Security 
for a rate increase. 
 
 The Secretary suggested that the Commission review Hope Security's request, have the 
Director of Finance do an evaluation of services needed and cost comparison to ensure we 
comply with procurement policy guidelines, and return to the Commission with a 
recommendation at the February meeting. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, the request from Hope Security will be tabled until the February meeting. 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that HUD's annual Customer Service and 
Satisfaction Survey is underway and that notices have been delivered to all residents to 
encourage them to respond to the survey if they receive one. 
 



 The Secretary provided the Commissioners with a copy of the Authority's FY2007 
Annual Plan and informed them that a public hearing was held on January 4th.  Comments 
received at the public hearing, along with the Authority's responses to those comments, are 
incorporated in the Plan.  He requested approval to submit the Annual Plan to HUD. 
 
 Commissioner Bowley stated that he is offended by a comment made by the Newport 
Resident Council.  Comment number 5. d) states that the new sidewalks do not have adequate 
access for persons in wheelchairs.   
 
 Commissioner Bowley stated that several members of this Commission have mobility 
impairments and that they have an enhanced awareness of accessibility for handicapped persons.  
At the last meeting when he asked the Director of Maintenance if the sidewalk job was complete, 
no one stated that there was issue with access for persons with impaired mobility.  If the issue 
had been brought to the Commission's attention while the contractor was still on the job site it 
would have been remedied immediately.   
 
 The Director of Maintenance stated that he has not received any complaints regarding the 
new sidewalks.  He indicated that he, along with the housing manager and architect, for reasons 
of safety, chose not to put a curb cut in the sidewalk in the area in question however, it should be 
noted that there is handicap access in the sidewalk in a safer area to the rear of the building. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance indicated that he will arrange for a curb cut to be made at 
the loading dock. 
 
 Commissioner Fuerte clarified that the comments provided by the Newport Resident 
Council to be included in the FY2007 Annual Plan were made in early December, prior to the 
Commissioners' regular monthly meeting. 
 
 The Chair stated that some disappointment was expressed because none of the 
Commissioners were present at the public hearing.  Due to illness she was unable to attend and 
offered her apologies.  Other Commissioners also apologized and indicated that prior 
commitments prohibited them from attending. 
 
 The Chair indicated that for next year's public hearing, they will arrange to have a 
designated Commissioner attend. 
 
 Cindy Warren of the Newport Resident Council stated that she did not make the comment 
that the stoppers on top of some stoves were not provided by the manufacturer and requested the 
sentence be deleted. 
 
 Resident, Yvette Harris, requested that her comment pertaining to handicap accessible 
parking at Park Holm be corrected to read, "…curbing and parking" instead of "… curbing or 
parking". 
 
 Following discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by 
Commissioner Bowley, and unanimously carried, authorizing the Secretary to submit the 
FY2007 Annual Plan to HUD. 
 
 The Secretary provided the Commissioners with a copy of the Park Holm Siding Report 
and referenced a typographical error on page 6 of the report that stated, "…the general 
recommendation is to replace the entire exterior building envelope for all 60 buildings".  It 
should read all 95 buildings. 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that the buildings will be evaluated by 
building type, one- and two-story buildings, and the architect will provide a cost by type.  Work 
will be phased in over the course of four or five years.  He will discuss the plan with HUD to 
determine if there are any funding resources available for this work. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Landry, and 
unanimously carried, the Park Holm Siding Report was accepted and this matter will be placed 
on the May 10th Agenda for further discussion in order to provide adequate time for evaluations 
and funding recommendations. 



 The HOPE VI Director reviewed her monthly report with the Commissioners and 
informed them that Phases 1 and 2 are at 100% and 99% occupancy respectively.  All units are 
available for occupancy in Phase 3 and it is more than half leased to date.   
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that she hopes to receive approval 
this month from Rhode Island Housing for the Phase 4 tax credit application for the thirty-seven 
rental units.   
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that the Relocation Specialist is 
moving all the residents in Phase 5, however there are no plans for Phase 5 demolition at this 
time until we have complied with the terms of the one-for-one replacement housing requirement 
with Rhode Island Housing. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director provided the Commissioners with a copy of the CSS 
Sustainability Plan and the post HOPE VI plan to provide continued services to Newport 
Housing Authority and Newport Heights HOPE VI residents. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that a Homeownership Financing 
Application has been submitted.   
 
 Following a review of the application, Commissioner Crowley read aloud and in full 
Resolution No. 1021 supporting and endorsing the Authority's proposal to develop seven units of 
affordable, homeownership, family housing on Winslow Street and Hillside Avenue, Newport, 
RI, as part of the Newport Heights redevelopment; authorizing the Executive Director to prepare 
plans, documents and proposals for Rhode Island Housing, the State Housing Resources 
Commission, the City of Newport, and other funding entities for the homeownership component 
of the Newport Heights redevelopment; and authorizing the Authority to work with Valley 
Affordable Housing Corporation of Cumberland, RI and Barbara Sokoloff Associates, Inc. of 
Providence, RI to achieve these goals.  
 
 Resolution No.1021 was seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and adopted with all in favor. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bowley, seconded by Commissioner Landry, and 
unanimously carried, the CSS Sustainability Plan was approved. 
 
 The Chair acknowledged the monthly reports submitted by the Director of Finance.   
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that due to new IRS requirements, an 
amendment is necessary for the 457 Deferred Salary Pension Plan.   
 
 Following a review of the amendment, Commissioner Crowley read aloud and in full 
Resolution No. 1020 authorizing the amendment and continuation of the existing Eligible 
Deferred Compensation Plan.   
 
 Resolution No. 1020 was seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and adopted with all in 
favor. 
 
 The Secretary presented to the Commissioners the following list of obsolete or excess 
assets totaling $92,685.96 and requested approval for these items to be removed from the 
Authority's inventory: 
 
      Asset             Purchase Date        Cost
 Crown Victoria     3/31/98   $21,485.00 
 1989 GMC Pickup   12/07/98     11,113.00 
 Street Sweeper   11/10/87     17,879.19 
 GMC Van    10/15/93     14,069.59 
 GMC Van    10/15/93     14,069.59 
 GMC Van    10/15/93     14,069.59 
 
 The Director of Maintenance informed the Commissioners that the Authority will 
advertise for sealed bids in order to sell these vehicles. 
 



 Discussion followed after which a motion was made by Commissioner Crowley, 
seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and unanimously carried, authorizing the aforementioned 
vehicles to be removed from the Authority's inventory and sold. 
 
 The Chair recognized the monthly reports submitted by the Director of Maintenance. 
 
 The Secretary presented the following action items submitted by the Director of 
Maintenance for approval: 

 
Dare, Inc.: 

  (i) Requisition No. 4 - $10,160.80 (dumpster enclosures) 
  (ii) Change Order No. 1 - time extension 
 

 Upon a motion by Commissioner Landry, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to pay Requisition No. 4 in the amount of 
$10,160.80 and execute Change Order No. 1 for a time extension to the contract. 
 
 The Secretary presented a bill from Architectura, Inc. in the amount of $59,225.50 for 
capital work items associates with Park Holm and recommended payment be approved. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to pay the bill from Architectura, Inc. in the 
amount of $59,225.50. 
 
 The Chair acknowledged the monthly report submitted by the Director of Social Services. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the report submitted by the Director of Social Services was accepted. 
 
 The Chair invited Cindy Warren of the Newport Resident Council to provide the 
council's monthly report. 
 
 The Chair invited any Commissioner who may have a request to present it at this time. 
 
 Commissioner Bowley informed those present that subsequent to a meeting with Stacy 
Yarrow of Beth's Quest, the Executive Director and HOPE VI Director purchased 1100 tick 
removal kits that will be delivered along with an awareness kit, by Beth's Quest to each of the 
Authority's households in advance of tick season this year. 
 
 Commissioner Bowley stated that we are the only Housing Authority in the country who 
have taken steps to educate and assist its residents with regard to ticks and Lyme Disease. 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that he has been approached by both the 
City's Public Works Department and D.E.M. Parks Department to expand the training programs 
offered to our Maintenance Department staff to include maintenance personnel from these two 
entities. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Commission moved to closed session in accordance with RIGL §42-46-
5 (9) to discuss a grievance. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Commission returned to open session and the Chair announced that the 
matter of the grievance was considered and the request for a waiver was denied. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bowley, seconded by Commissioner Crowley, and 
unanimously carried the meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 


