
THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE HOUSING AUTHORITY 

OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
HELD ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF APRIL, 2006 

 
 
 The Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Newport, Rhode Island met 
in regular session at the Florence Gray Center, One York Street, at 4:30 p.m. on April 13, 2006. 
 
 PRESENT:  Commissioner   Jan Shapin 
     "   Rodney P. Bowley 
     "   John J. Crowley, Jr. 
     "   Elizabeth Fuerte 
     "   Jade Hall 
     "   Joseph R. Houlihan 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Attorney   Joseph J. Nicholson, Jr. 
 
 ABSENT:  Commissioner   Frank Landry 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that the Authority periodically seeks 
nominations from staff and community partners for persons who have achieved a goal or 
performed other noteworthy deeds that have a positive affect on others as well as themselves.  In 
recognition of the efforts of these individuals, a "Way to Go Award" program has been 
implemented. 
 
 The Secretary recognized sixteen individuals who had been nominated and presented 
each of them with a Way to Go Award. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of March 9, 2006 were 
approved. 
 
 The itemized monthly bills reports were presented to the Commissioners. 
 
 Following review, a motion was made by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by 
Commissioner Hall, and unanimously carried, authorizing payment of the bills. 
 
 The Chair recognized the monthly reports submitted by Community Oriented Policing 
Officers, Piermont and Cortes.  
 
 Officer Cortes introduced himself and informed the Commissioners that his new 
assignment includes the Donovan Manor, Chapel Terrace and Edgar Court developments.  He 
provided the Commissioners with information regarding activities that had transpired in the past 
month and actions that were taken to resolve some of the issues. 
 
 Officer Cortes informed the Commissioners that an internet safety workshop will be held 
at the Neighborhoods Network Lab at which parents will learn about computer safety issues 
pertaining to the internet. 
 
 Officer Cortes informed the Commissioners that he and Officer Piermont will be starting 
a mentor program in conjunction with the Boys and Girls Club. 
 
 The Secretary reviewed with the Commissioners the Consent Calendar items which 
included the Occupancy, Applications, and March Collection Loss Reports. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Consent Calendar items were approved. 
 
 The Secretary provided the Commissioners with a copy of the revised Income Limits for 
FY 2006, published by the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and informed them 
that these income limits become part of the Authority's Admissions and Continued Occupancy 
Policy:   
 



New Income Limits 
Effective March 8, 2006 

 
    March 8, 2006   February 11, 2005 
  

LOW INCOME 
 VERY  

LOW INCOME 
 

LOW INCOME 
VERY  

LOW INCOME 
 
1 person 

 
41,100 

 
25,700 

 
40,600 

 
25,700 

 
2 persons 

 
46,950 

 
29,350 

 
46,400 

 
29,350 

 
3 persons 

 
52,850 

 
33,050 

 
52,200 

 
33,050 

 
4 persons 

 
58,700 

 
36,700 

 
58,000 

 
36,700 

 
5 persons 

 
63,400 

 
39,650 

 
62,650 

 
39,650 

 
6 persons 

 
68,100 

 
42,550 

 
67,300 

 
42,550 

 
7 persons 

 
72,800 

 
45,500 

 
71,900 

 
45,500 

 
8 persons 

 
77,500 

 
48,450 

 
76,550 

 
48,450 

 
Earl Avenue (Project RI 5-8) is restricted to those persons meeting very low income limits only. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, the revised Income Limits for FY 2006 were approved. 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that Richard Farias, an employee of the 
Authority's Maintenance Department, recently retired.  
 
 Resolution No. 1010 recognizing Richard Farias' service to the Authority was introduced 
and read by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte and unanimously carried. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director provided the Commissioners with two revised pages to her 
monthly HOPE VI program report reflecting more up-to-date information. Phase 1 at Newport 
Heights is at full occupancy.  Phase 2 is at seventy-five percent occupancy. Phase 3 is on 
schedule, and although the first unit is not due until September, it is hoped that Winslow Place 
units will be available by summer.  There are sixteen families left in the Phase 4 relocation, 
excluding Winslow Place, and it is anticipated that relocation for this phase will be complete by 
May. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director stated that the Authority and Trinity Financial have mutually 
agreed to go forward with Phase 4 with a new developer.  A Request for Qualifications has been 
advertised and the deadline for receipt of qualifications is May 5th.  A committee will be formed 
to review the responses and it is anticipated that a recommendation will be available for board 
approval at the June meeting, and a contract signed by July. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director stated that it is expected that the closeout milestones mandated by 
HUD will still be able to be met and that HUD has asked to grant an extension on some of the 
earlier milestones. 
 
 Commissioner Hall expressed her concern that no plans have yet been developed for a 
playground area in Newport Heights and she would like this matter to be addressed. 
 
 The Secretary stated that this issue will be addressed at the next HOPE VI committee 
meeting and that Trinity Financial or Maloney Properties will have the opportunity to make a 
recommendation regarding a playground and location. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that a number of residents are 
participating in four training programs offered by the Aquidneck Island Adult Learning Center, a 
driver's education program will be offered at Community College of Rhode Island and an 
entrepreneur program with the Gateway Business Forum, CCRI and Chamber of Commerce. 
 



 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that an internet safety class was 
held at the public library and another will be held at the Neighborhood Networks Lab.  Priority 
for this class will go to Authority residents.  CODAC and the police department will do some 
outreach to the larger community. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director indicated that there have been sixty-two hires to date under the 
Section 3 program. 
 
 The Director of Finance presented to the Commissioners copies of the Investment, 
Budget Review, Rental Income, Grant Fund Expenditure, HOPE VI Spending Summary, and the 
Medical Trust Investment Reports. 
 
 The Director of Finance informed the Commissioners that the investment balance on the 
Section 8 program is due to the excess money received for the HOPE VI vouchers not yet 
recaptured by HUD.  
 
 The Director of Finance informed the Commissioners that a letter has been sent to David 
Vargas at HUD appealing the determination of our Section 8 funding amount and requesting that 
he review the Authority's unique situation with regard to the administration fees for the HOPE 
VI relocation vouchers. 
 
 The Director of Finance informed the Commissioners that the budget should end with a 
surplus this year.  Grant funds that have been closed out are 2002, 2003 capital fund programs, 
and closeout documents have been submitted to HUD. 
 
 The Director of Finance informed the Commissioners that the 2006 contribution to the 
medical trust fund has been made. 
  
 The Director of Finance informed the Commissioners that there is a total inventory of 
271 vouchers under the Section 8 program, 209 are under lease and 62 vouchers left to lease up. 
 
 The Director of Finance provided the Commissioners with a copy of the Section 125 Plan 
and informed them that this plan offers employees the option of having their health insurance co-
payments treated as pre-tax dollars  The plan is voluntary and employees have the option of 
enrolling or canceling  annually during the open enrollment period. 
 
 Resolution No. 1011 was introduced and read by Commissioner Bowley, seconded by 
Commissioner Hall and unanimously carried, adopting the Section 125 Premium Only Plan. 
 
 The Director of Finance provided the Commissioners with a copy of the FY 2005 Audit 
Report and informed them that there were no findings. He also reviewed with the Commissioners 
a letter from the auditor in which he indicated that funding received by the Authority from a 
source other than HUD may contain federal money and it should be identified separately. 
 
 The Director of Finance informed the Commissioners that the auditor also indicated that 
the Retiree Medical Trust Fund as it presently exists, is revocable, and recommends that the 
Commission take action to make this trust fund irrevocable to ensure the fund assets are used 
specifically for retiree medical benefits. 
 
 The Chair suggested that the board postpone making a decision on this matter until they 
have had a chance to consider it further. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bowley, seconded by Commissioner Hall, and 
unanimously carried, the FY 2005 Audit Report was accepted. 
 
 The Director of Finance provided the Commissioners with a copy of the FY 2007 
Operating Budget.  
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that this operating budget incorporates all the 
comments received since their budget workshop meeting, includes negotiated wages for both 
unions, and a 2% wage increase for non-union staff. 
 



 Commissioner Crowley expressed his concern that at the last budget workshop some 
questions were presented that he expected to be answered prior to a budget being prepared.  He 
stated that he does not think a budget should be developed by one or two Commissioners along 
with the Executive Director. 
 
 Discussion followed after which a motion was made by Commissioner Crowley, 
seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and carried four to one with Commissioner Hall abstaining, 
approving the budget as prepared. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance provided the Commissioners with a copy of his monthly 
report. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance presented a final bill from Edward Rowse Architects in 
accordance with their contract for services provided for the sprinkler system and generator/ 
transformer replacement at Donovan Manor. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance recommended that payment be approved contingent upon 
receiving final closeout documents from Rowse Architects for the generator/transformer work 
performed by Robert F. Audet at Donovan Manor. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Hall, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, payment of the final bill to Edward Rowse Architects in the amount of 
$4,875.00 was approved but is to be held pending receipt of final closing documents for the 
generator/transformer work at Donovan Manor. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance informed the Commissioners that the sprinkler system work 
at Donovan Manor is complete. 
 
 The Secretary presented to the Commissioners Application No. 7 submitted by Fire 
Suppression Systems in accordance with their contract to install the sprinkler system at Donovan 
Manor and stated that the architect has reviewed the application and recommends payment be 
approved. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Hall, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to pay the final bill from Fire Suppressions 
Systems in the amount of $11,417.55. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance informed the Commissioners that the only item holding up 
closure of the generator/transformer work is finalizing the paperwork.   
 
 The Director of Maintenance provided the Commissioners with a progress report on the 
miscellaneous mechanical renovations and informed them that the only items left to complete are 
a valve in the mechanical room, and first floor thermostats for the heating system. This work is 
scheduled to be done the first week in May. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance presented to the Commissioners Application No. 4 
submitted by Lincoln Energy in accordance with their contract for miscellaneous mechanical 
renovations, and stated that the architect has reviewed the application and recommends payment 
be approved.  
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Hall, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to pay the bill from Lincoln Energy in the 
amount of $66,133.80. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance provided the Commissioners with a progress report on the 
fire alarm upgrade work being done by Aurora Electric.  Coddington Street will be completed on 
April 14th and the electrical inspector has approved all the work to date.  Chapel Street will be 
started on April 14th in the common areas.  Notices have been delivered to all residents informing 
them of the work to be done. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance presented to the Commissioners Application No. 1 
submitted by Aurora Electric in accordance with their contract for the fire alarm upgrade work, 
and stated that the architect has reviewed the application and recommends payment be approved.  
 



 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to pay the bill from Aurora Electric in the 
amount of $59,060.70. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance informed the Commissioners that with regards to Newport 
Heights Phase 3 construction, the water is 100%, the electrical is 75%, and gas is going in next 
week.  Buildings 28 and 29 which will accommodate Winslow Place residents are scheduled to 
have kitchen cabinets installed shortly.  Dimeo Construction is presently concentrating on 
completion of the buildings on John H. Chaffee Boulevard.  Winslow Place is anticipated to be 
ready by mid- to end of July. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director indicated that the ribbon cutting ceremony is scheduled to be held 
on May 31st at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 The Director of Social Services provided the Commissioners with a copy of her monthly 
report. 
 
 The Director of Social Services informed the Commissioners that she attended a civics 
meeting at the City of Newport and that the Authority will again receive grant funds this year for 
the Park Holm Senior Center. 
 
 The Director of Social Services informed the Commissioners that she has also submitted 
three other grant applications to the Rhode Island Foundation and a determination on these grants 
will be made available in July.  
 
 The Director of Social Services informed the Commissioners that James Sullivan of the 
Newport Tree Commission will be planting some trees in Park Holm.  The purchase of the trees 
is being made through an anonymous donor and the seniors will purchase one tree to be planted 
in front of the Senior Center. This event will take place on April 18th.  
 
 The Director of Social Services informed the Commissioners that the Rhode Island Food 
Bank has implemented a new program called The Pantry Express. It was well received by 
residents of the Authority and AHEPA when they made a delivery of fresh produce on April 11th. 
 
 Elizabeth Fuerte, President of the Newport Resident Council, provided the 
Commissioners with a copy of their report. 
 
 Commissioner Bowley expressed to all present the importance for residents to register to 
vote and indicated that he and Commissioner Crowley will be sworn in by the Board of 
Canvassers in an effort to assist all residents with the registration process. 
 
 The Director of Social Services indicated that the NAACP may want to assist with the 
voting registration also. 
 
 Commissioner Hall expressed her concerns about the way property belonging to the 
Newport Resident Council was disposed of and stated that the decision to dispose of unwanted 
furniture should be made by a vote of their board members and not a few individuals. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried the meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 


	March 8, 2006   February 11, 2005

