
THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE HOUSING AUTHORITY 

OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
HELD ON THE NINTH DAY OF JUNE, 2005 

 
 The Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Newport, Rhode Island met 
in regular session at the Florence Gray Center Center, One York Street, at 4:30 p.m. on June 9, 
2005. 
 
 PRESENT:   Commissioner  Jan Shapin 
      "  Frank Landry 
      "  Rodney P. Bowley 
      "  John J. Crowley, Jr. 
      "  Elizabeth Fuerte 
      "  Jade Hall 
      "  Eric R. Watne 
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  Attorney  Joseph J. Nicholson, Jr. 
 
 ABSENT:   None 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that the Authority recently implemented a 
new award program entitled, "Way To Go", that is designed to recognize residents for any 
achievement, accomplishment or noteworthy deed resulting in a positive effect on themselves or 
others. 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that residents for this award are nominated by 
staff or services providers, and that the first "Way To Go" awards are being presented to thirteen 
residents at this meeting. 
 
 The Secretary recognized and presented an award to each of the thirteen recipients and 
provided those present with a brief description of the accomplishments resulting in the award. 
 
 Mr. Vince DiSantis, VP, CCRI Newport Campus, expressed his wish to contribute to this 
new program and donated a dinner for two at a local restaurant.  The random recipient of this 
donation was Melissa Travers. 
 
 Commissioner Hall requested that the May 12th Minutes be amended to reflect that she 
asked that Newport Heights Property Management expand the information on their monthly 
report to identify monthly rent and amount in arrears. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Landry, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of May 12, 2005, as 
amended, were approved by the Commissioners. 
 
 The itemized monthly bills reports were presented to the Commissioners for review and 
approval. 
 
 Commissioner Crowley informed the Chair that in an effort to reduce purchasing costs in 
the Maintenance Department, meetings were held that included himself, Commissioner Bowley, 
the Executive Director and the Director of Maintenance, and he expressed his thanks to these 
individuals for their support in successfully reducing overall costs. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Hall, and 
unanimously carried, payment of the bills was approved. 
 
 Commissioner Bowley addressed the Chair and informed her that he recently reviewed 
the Authority's bylaws and indicated that they should be updated to reflect present conditions. 
 
 Commissioner Bowley provided the Commissioners with a copy of draft revisions to the 
bylaws and requested that this matter be placed on the July agenda for review and amendment to 
the bylaws. 



 It was agreed that the bylaws will be placed on the July agenda. 
 
 Officer Piermont was not present at the meeting however he had provided a copy of his 
monthly report for inclusion in the Commissioners packages. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Hall, and 
unanimously carried, Officer Piermont's monthly report was accepted by the Commission. 
 
 The Secretary reviewed with the Commissioners the Consent Calendar items which 
included the Occupancy, Applications and May Collection Loss Reports. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Landry, seconded by Commissioner Crowley, and 
unanimously carried, the Consent Calendar items were approved.   
 
 The Secretary provided the Commissioners with a copy of the PHAS report and informed 
them that HUD requires that the Authority annually certify the Public Housing Assessment 
System Indicators. 
 
 Resolution Number 995 authorizing the Secretary to certify the PHAS Indicators to HUD 
was read aloud and in full by Commissioner Crowley, which motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Fuerte, and unanimously carried. 
 
 The Secretary provided the Commissioners with a copy of correspondence from HUD in 
which they grant approval for continued operating subsidy for the eight units in the Transitional 
Housing program at Winslow Place with the stipulation that if the program is relocated, the 
Authority will be required to submit another request for funding. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director provided the Commissioners with the monthly HOPE VI program 
report. 
 

The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that Phase 3 relocation is almost 
complete, ahead of schedule, and that demolition will begin on July 1st. 
 
 The Chairwoman stated that the income-tiering component of the Newport Heights 
Management Report is difficult to read and does not provide percentages.  She suggested that a 
more comprehensive chart be implemented. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director indicated that she will work with Newport Heights management 
to revise their reporting method. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that the CCRI boat-building classes 
begin full-time next week and classes will continue through July and August. 

 
The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that the Authority has received 

HUD approval for the closing of Phase 3 and indicated that this is the 21st major milestone 
achieved and that no milestones had been missed. 

 
The HOPE VI Director provided the Commissioners with a copy of a contract extension 

for the Boys and Girls Club and requested funding for this program be approved for the next 
academic year. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, the contract extension for the Boys and Girls Club was approved. 

 
The HOPE VI Director provided the Commissioners with a copy of a contract extension 

for CODAC for the next twelve-months. 
 
 The Secretary indicated that although the extension date begins on July 1st, the Authority 
may extend the contract with CODAC for only a thirty-day period due to difficulty in receiving 
required reports and information regarding services. 



 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, the contract extension with CODAC was approved. 
 
 The Director of Finance provided the Commissioners with copies of the following 
monthly reports: Investment, Budget, Rental Income, Grant Fund Expenditure, HOPE VI 
Spending Summary, and the Medical Trust Investment Report. 
 
 The Director of Finance informed the Commissioners that the Investment Balances report 
has been revised to reflect individual balances for the Public Housing and Section 8 Programs. 
 
 The Director of Finance provided the Commissioners with a monthly report for the 
Section 8 program. 
 
 The Director of Finance reviewed with the Commissioners the FY 2004 Audit Report 
prepared by the Authority's, auditor, Barrett CPA. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Landry, and 
unanimously carried, the FY 2004 Audit Report was accepted. 
 
 The Director of Finance provided the Commissioners with a copy of authorization of 
check signers for the affordability reserve for Newport Heights Phase 1A and informed them that 
the Authority's attorney has reviewed this document for consistency with other documents for 
Phase 1A. 
 
 The Director of Finance informed the Commissioners that the designated check signers 
are James J. Reed on behalf of the Authority, and Patrick Lee on behalf of Trinity. 
 
 Resolution Number 996 authorizing James J. Reed and Patrick Lee as designated check 
signers for the affordability reserve for Newport Heights Phase 1A was read aloud and in full by 
Commissioner Crowley, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Fuerte and unanimously 
carried. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance provided the Commissioners with a copy of the 
Maintenance Department monthly report. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance provided the Commissioners with a progress report on the 
installation of the sprinkler system at Donovan Manor and informed them that the work is 
approximately 90% complete, and commended residents, staff, and Fire Suppression Systems for 
their cooperation which has attributed to the timely progress of this project. 
 
 The Secretary presented to the Commissioners an invoice from Rowse Architects in 
accordance with their contract for the sprinkler system work, and recommends that payment be 
approved. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Landry, seconded by Commissioner Crowley, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to pay the bill from Rowse Architects in the 
amount of $14,125.00. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance presented to the Commissioners Requisition No. 2 in the 
amount of $135,589.14 from Fire Suppression Systems in accordance with their contract to 
install the sprinkler system at Donovan Manor, and informed them that the architect, Edward 
Rowse, has reviewed the requisition and recommends payment be approved. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Hall, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to pay Requisition No. 2 from Fire 
Suppression Systems in the amount of $135,589.14. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance informed the Commissioners that with regard to the 
generator for the Donovan Manor, he has requested a second pre-construction meeting with the 
electrical engineer, the architect, and the contractor, Robert F. Audet, to insure that when work 
begins next week it will progress smoothly. 



 The Director of Maintenance presented to the Commissioners Requisition No. 1 in the 
amount of $59,310.00 from Robert F. Audet in accordance with their contract to install the 
generator at Donovan Manor, and informed them that the architect, Edward Rowse, has reviewed 
the requisition and recommends payment be approved. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to pay Requisition No. 1 from Robert F. 
Audet in the amount of $59,310.00. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance provided the Commissioners with a progress report on the  
Newport Heights Phase II construction work and informed them that there are nineteen buildings 
in various stages of construction, and work on the mid-rise building is progressing rapidly.  
 

The Director of Maintenance informed the Commissioners that various roadwork is 
scheduled for Hillside Avenue beginning June 14th.  

 
 The HOPE VI Director indicated that notices have been distributed to residents notifying 
them of the upcoming roadwork and that a HOPE VI hotline has been established to provide 
additional relevant information. 
 
 Discussion followed concerning Fleet Construction and the dissatisfaction with their 
performance. 
 
 The Director of Social Services provided the Commissioners with the Social Services 
monthly report. 
 
 The Director of Social Services reminded the Commissioners that the Annual 
Anniversary Celebration will be held on June 10th at the Park Holm Senior Center. 
 
 The Director of Social Services informed the Commissioners that she will be getting 200 
vouchers from the farmer's market next week for senior residents.  
 
 The Director of Social Services informed the Commissioners that the Summer Feeding 
Program will continue this year at Miantonomi Park beginning June 27th through the end of 
August. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that on June 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. in the parking lot, the Authority is sponsoring a Healthy Neighborhood Fair in 
partnership with a number of other agencies that provide health care programs, and extended an 
invitation to all the Commissioners. 
  
 The Commission recognized Cindy Warren of the Newport Resident Council who 
provided the Commissioners with an overview of their monthly report. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bowley, seconded by Commissioner Crowley, and 
unanimously carried, the Commission moved to closed session in accordance with RIGL §42-46-
5(1) to discuss a personnel matter. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Commission returned to open session and the Chairwoman announced 
that a matter concerning personnel had been discussed. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Landry, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried the meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 


