
THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE HOUSING AUTHORITY 

OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 
HELD ON THE EIGHTH DAY OF JULY, 2004 

(FOR APPROVAL AUGUST 12, 2004) 
 
 
 The Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Newport, Rhode Island met in 
regular session at the Florence M. Gray Center, York Street, Newport, Rhode Island, at 4:30 p.m. on 
July 8, 2004. 
 
 PRESENT:  Commissioner  Jan Shapin 
     "  Rodney P. Bowley 
     "  John J. Crowley, Jr. 
     "  Elizabeth Fuerte 
     "  Eric Watne 
 
 ABSENT:  Commissioner  Frank Landry 
 
 ALSO PRESENT: Attorney  Joseph J. Nicholson, Jr. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of June 10, 2004 were approved by the 
Commissioners. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of June 10, 2004 were approved 
by the Commissioners. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, the Minutes of the Special Meeting of June 24, 2004 were approved by the 
Commissioners. 
 
 The itemized monthly bills report was presented to the Commissioners for their review and 
approval. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, payment of the bills was approved.  
 
 The Chairwoman presented a letter from the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development in which they approve the Authority's FY 2004 Annual Plan. 
 
 The Chairwoman presented a letter from a resident, Katherine Alia, in which she thanks the 
Authority for its donation to defray expenses incurred in her representation of the Regional Boys & 
Girls Clubs National Event. 
 
  The Community Oriented Policing Officer, Chip Piermont, provided the Commissioners 
with a report on activities within the developments during the past month and informed them that 
he has been working closely with Authority management toward additional improvements. 
  
 The Secretary reviewed with the Commissioners the Consent Calendar items which 
included the Occupancy, Applications and June Collection Loss Reports. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Consent Calendar items were approved. 
 
 The Secretary requested authorization to solicit a Request for Proposals/Request for 
Qualifications in an amount not-to-exceed $20,000, for the purpose hiring a consultant to develop a 
master plan for the future redevelopment of the Chapel Terrace, Edgar Court and DeBlois Street 
areas. 
 



 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to solicit a Request for Proposals/Request for 
Qualifications in an amount not-to-exceed $20,000. 
 
 The Secretary requested authorization to solicit a Request for Proposals under the 
Replacement Housing Program. 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that the Authority has 42 project-based Section 
8 vouchers available and plans to do extensive outreach to attract property owners willing to utilize 
these project-based Section 8 vouchers. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Secretary was authorized to solicit a Request for Proposals to attract 
interested parties with regard to the 42 project-based Section 8 vouchers. 
 
 The Secretary provided the Commissioners with an update on the applicant waiting lists and 
informed them that there are 21 applicants on the waiting list for elderly units at Donovan Manor 
and as vacant units are available, marketing and outreach efforts will be made to get these units 
occupied by eligible applicants. 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that there are 197 applicants on the waiting list 
for family units and that efforts will be made to contact these applicants to determine who on the list 
remains interested if units are available, as well as those current residents awaiting transfers and 
relocation. 
 
 The Secretary informed the Commissioners that HUD intends to mandate that all housing 
authorities submit "site-based" budgets by 2007 and preparations are underway to track 
Maintenance Department labor costs by development, and a tracking system will also be developed 
for the Authority's other cost centers. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that the ribbon cutting ceremony for 
Newport Heights Phase I was highly successful. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director provided the Commissioners with a copy of the Newport Heights 
Management Report prepared by Maloney Properties. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that the closing for Phase II was held 
this date and that demolition should begin no later that August 1st followed by immediate 
construction. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that the CSS Coordinator has been 
working with Dimeo Construction, Trinity Financial and the Department of Labor regarding on-the-
job training grants and tax credits for job hires, as well as working with residents to get them 
enrolled in GED and ESL classes. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director informed the Commissioners that the Neighborhood Network 
Program has been verbally approved by HUD and that once the signed documents are received, 
funding will be available to implement the computer lab at the Florence Gray Center. 
 
 Discussion followed concerning possible recruitment methods that could be utilized for 
residents who need to obtain their GED. 
 
 The HOPE VI Director provided the Commissioners with the following bills associated with 
the HOPE VI program and recommended payment be approved: 
 

1. Abt Associates, - $9,907.34 
2. Klein Hornig, LLP - $2,799.50 
3. Boys & Girls Club - $11,349.63 
4. Designing Success - $1,462.75 
5. WET National Relocation - $3,300.00 

 



 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, payment of the HOPE VI bills was approved. 
 
 The Director of Finance provided the Commissioners with copies of the following monthly 
reports: Investment, Budget Review, Rental Income, Grant Fund Expenditure and HOPE VI 
Spending Summary. 
 
 The Director of Finance provided the Commissioners with a copy of the Section 8 Voucher 
Program monthly report. 
 
 The Director of Finance provided the Commissioners with a list of obsolete appliances and 
requested they be deleted from the Authority's inventory. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Director of Finance was authorized to remove the obsolete appliances 
from the Authority's inventory. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance provided the Commissioners with the monthly Maintenance 
Department report. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance presented to the Commissioners a letter from the 
Authority's architect, Edward Rowse, in which he informs the Authority that he has reviewed all 
the bid documents and recommends that the bid for a generator and transformer upgrade at the 
Donovan Manor be awarded to the low bidder, Robert F. Audet, Inc. for their bid price of 
$195,000.00. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Bowley, and 
unanimously carried, the Director of Maintenance was authorized to enter into a contract with 
Robert F. Audet, Inc. to perform the generator and transformer upgrade work at Donovan Manor 
for the bid price of $195,000.00. 
 
 The Director of Maintenance provided the Commissioners with a progress report on the 
Donovan Manor sprinkler system and informed them that after consulting with the Authority's 
architect, Edward Rowse, it was determined that for scheduling purposes it would beneficial to 
delay going out to bid until September. 
 
 The Director of Social Services provided the Commissioners with her monthly report and 
informed them that the summer feeding program went into effect on June 28th. 
 
 The Director of Social Services informed the Commissioners that the new officers of the 
local Salvation Army had contacted her and it was decided that a meeting should be arranged 
with them to determine what kinds of services they may provide to the Authority's Chapel 
Terrace residents. 
 
 Ms. Jade Hall of the Newport Resident Council addressed the Commission and informed 
them of activities that are taking place for residents that include Red Cross classes beginning 
July 10th, assistance to residents under the CSS program to obtain their driver's licenses, and 
other events that are being held for the benefit of residents. 
 
 Ms. Hall informed the Commissioners that subsequent to the recent elections, the new 
Board of Directors will be organized on July 12th and they will address the issue of a new 
president. 
 
 A cat tracking report was provided to the Commissioners and following a lengthy 
discussion, the Secretary indicated that he would meet with the animal control officer to inform 
him of the Authority's specific requirements with regard to animal control in the developments as 
well as reporting requirements. 
 
 The Commissioners reviewed a proposed schedule of locations for their monthly 
meetings and upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the schedule of meeting locations was approved. 
 



 Upon a motion by Commissioner Crowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried, the Commission moved to closed session under R.I.G.L. 42-46-5 (a)(2) to 
discuss a collective bargaining matter. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bowley, seconded by Commissioner Crowley, and 
unanimously carried, the minutes of the closed session were sealed. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bowley, seconded by Commissioner Crowley, and 
unanimously carried, the Commission returned to open session. 
 
 The Chairwoman announced that wage negotiations were ratified by both unions. 
 
 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bowley, seconded by Commissioner Fuerte, and 
unanimously carried the meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 


