
POLICY / COMMUNITY AFFAIRS SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING

October 3, 2011

Oliver Administration Building

Present

Subcommittee:   Denise Arsenault, Chair, Karen Lynch and Susan

Rancourt 

School Committee and Administration:  Diana Campbell, Melinda

Thies and Mario Andrade 

Denise Arsenault called the meeting to order at 5:40 PM.  

Approval of Minutes

Denise Arsenault tabled approval of the June 6, 2011 meeting minutes

to the next meeting.

Elementary Placement Policy (Former Rockwell Boundaries Policy)

Melinda Thies said enrollment in nearly all elementary classrooms is

high and placement went better than expected, she believes because

of the involvement of the public and openness in the development of

policy.  An additional K classroom was needed at both Hugh Cole and

Guiteras.  Melinda added that there is a body of thought that feels the



three zones for Rockwell need to be more discreet; if this is the case

for one school, it should be the same for the rest of the schools; this

becomes more problematic for the downtown schools; it may not be

possible to make a policy that makes absolute sense always.  Diana

Campbell suggested adding the phrase “Administration will make

every effort to follow these guidelines.”  If left to her discretion,

Melinda would use the original Rockwell policy.  Denise suggested

moving the policy forward to the full Committee again.  It was unclear

whether this draft is positioned as a first or second reading.

NOTE:  The first reading of this policy was tabled at the May 23, 2011

School Committee Meeting and the Superintendent withdrew her

recommendation to approve the first reading at the June 27, 2011

Meeting.

MOTION:  Karen Lynch motioned to forward the Elementary

Placement Policy to the School Committee for a first reading.  Susan

Rancourt seconded.  The motion passed by a vote of 3 to 0.

New Legislation Re: Compulsory Attendance

On July 14 the Governor signed legislation raising the compulsory

attendance age from 16 to 18; the dropout prevention act was

amended to require an alternative learning program.  Regarding home



schoolers, if a K student is approved (approval is mandatory) that

student would be eligible for our first grade when 6 years of age.  At

the age of 16 to 18, a student would have to have graduated or

request a waiver to pursue an alternate program in order to leave the

high school.  Denise proposed Policies JEA Compulsory Attendance

Ages, and JEB Entrance Age, be combined into one policy.  Although

in effect immediately the legislation has not yet been finalized into

law.  

Questions:

•	Is the District required to fund the alternate program?

•	Would a student choosing the GED alternative still be considered a

dropout?

Randal Siezba from the State and/or Andy Andrade, legal advocate for

RIDE, will be contacted about when the law will change.

MOTION:  Karen Lynch motioned to continue this discussion to the

next meeting.  Susan Rancourt seconded.  The motion passed

unanimously.

Adjournment

MOTION:  At 6:31 PM Karen Lynch motioned to adjourn; Susan

Rancourt seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

/ca


