
Voters First Advisory Commission Workshop

Monday, December 10, 2007

Room 203, State House

Commission Members Present:

Secretary of State A. Ralph Mollis

State Senator June Gibbs

Ken McGill, Pawtucket Board of Canvassers

Roger Harris, RI Disability Vote Project

Jan Ruggiero, Director, Secretary of State’s Elections Division

Robert Kando, Director, RI Board of Elections

Commission Members Absent:

State Rep. Joseph Almeida

State Sen. Juan Pichardo

State Rep. Jon Brien

Sue Stenhouse, Deputy Director, Governor’s Office of Community

Relations

Staff Members Present:

Paul Caranci, Deputy Secretary of State for Policy and Planning

Chris Barnett, Communications Director

Mark Welch, Esquire, Legal Counsel

Pam Lombardi, Executive Secretary

General Public Present:



Amy Vitale– American Civil Liberties Union, Rhode Island

Ari Savitzky – Director, FairVote Rhode Island

Eugenia White

Summary of Meeting:

1. Chairman Mollis opened the meeting at 2:50 P.M.

2. Secretary of State staff members distributed the following

handouts to the Commissioners and attendees:

     a.	Meeting agenda

     b.	Revised White Papers on the following issues were available for

those who needed them:

        1. Agenda

        2. Voter Roll Cleanup

        3. Expanding Voter Registration Opportunities 

        4. Expansion of 50-foot No-Canvassing Zone, 2 Options For

Penalty               Language.

        5. Letter and Executive Summary of Report from FairVote RI

        6. Report on Allowing Pre-registration of 16 & 17-year-olds

3. Counsel Welch presented two options for Penalty Language to be

included in the White Paper on Expansion of 50-foot No-Canvassing

Zone.  After discussion, it was a consensus of the Commissioners to

select the option making the second offense on the same election day

a petty misdemeanor, defining the term “election official” and

removing the words “polling officer” and replacing them with the



words “police/law enforcement.”  Counsel Welch was asked to revise

the wording.  Commissioner McGill moved to accept the White Paper

with these changes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner

Kando and was unanimously approved.

4. Commissioner Ruggiero submitted a new draft of the White Paper

on Expanding Voter Registration Opportunities.  The changes as

requested by the Commissioners at the workshop of November 20,

2007 were presented and discussed.  Commissioner McGill moved to

accept the White Paper with the changes as submitted.  The motion

was seconded by Commissioner Kando and was approved

unanimously.

5. Commissioner Ruggiero submitted a new draft of the White Paper

on Voter Roll Cleanup.  The changes as requested by the

Commissioners at the workshop of November 20, 2007 were

presented and discussed.  Commissioner McGill moved to accept the

White Paper with the changes as submitted.  The motion was

seconded by Commissioner Kando and was approved unanimously.

6. Commissioner McGill will draft a White Paper on Poll Worker

Training and Compensation, present it to Commissioner Kando for

review and submit it to the Commission in time for the next

workshop.

7. Chairman Mollis asked Paul Caranci to prepare a summary of the



hearing and workshop process, including White Papers as approved

by the Commissioners and a summary of the recommendations for

presentation to the Commission at the next workshop.  This report

will become the basis for the introduction of the legislation submitted

in 2008.

8. The next workshop will be held on Thursday, January 10, 2008 at

2:30 P.M. in a room to be determined in the State House.   

The meeting concluded at 3:45 P.M.

Minutes taken by:  Paul Caranci


