
Rhode Island Board of Regents for Elementary & Secondary Education 
Minutes of April 2, 2009  

A Meeting of the Rhode Island Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education was held at                       
the State House in the Governor’s State Room, Providence, RI 02903 & convened at 3:00 p.m. 
Following this meeting, the Board of Regents recessed to the Shepard Building - 255 Westminster Street, 
Providence, RI 02903 & re-convened at 5:00 p.m. 
 
In Attendance: 

R. Flanders, P. Guida, C. Callahan, A. Cano-Morales, K. Forbes, B. Shimberg, A. Beretta, A. Davis, 
Governor Donald Carcieri.  
 

Chairman Remarks 
Chairman Flanders welcomed everyone to witness the vote of the Board of Regents for the next 
Commissioner of Education, Deborah Gist.  He reviewed the background and accomplishments of 
Ms. Gist and then called for a vote from the Board. 
 
MOVED AND SECONDED:  THAT, the Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education 
Approve Deborah Gist as Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, as per the 
Recommendation of the Commissioner’s Search Committee and the Board of Regents. 
 
VOTE:  Approved Unanimously. 
 
Governor Carcieri, who, as per Rhode Island law, joined the Regents as a voting member for this 
agenda item congratulated Ms. Gist and extended his best wishes for a successful term. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 3:35 p.m. 
    
[Continuation of Board of Regents meeting at the Shepard Building.  Re-convened at 5:00 p.m.] 

 
Public Remarks 

There were no public remarks. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Chairman Flanders presented the minutes of the March 12, 2009 meeting.    
  
MOVED AND SECONDED: THAT the Rhode Island Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary 
Education Approves the Minutes of March 12, 2009.  
 
VOTE: Approved unanimously. 

 
Approval of Member of Rhode Island School for the Deaf Board of Trustees 

RIDE staff member, Keith Oliveira, presented the agenda item to the members of the Board for 
approval.  He briefly reviewed Mr. Hockhousen’s background and told the group that he will be a 
tremendous asset to the School for the Deaf because of his work as the Director of Finance and 
Operations for the Jewish Community Day School of Rhode Island. 
 
MOVED AND SECONDED: THAT, the Rhode Island Board of Regents for Elementary and 
Secondary Education Approve the Appointment of James J. Hockhousen to the Rhode Island School 
for the Deaf Board of Trustees. 
 
VOTE:  Approved Unanimously. 
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Approval of Basic Education Program (BEP) for Public Hearing 

Deputy Commissioner, David Abbott reminded the group that the Basic Education Program 
Regulations were last revised in 1989 and that in order to align and comply with new standards 
and regulations, the Regents authorized the Department to revise the regulations.  Department 
staff,  along with the Board of Regents Program/School Improvement Committee and education 
stakeholders, reviewed all applicable law, a variety of states’ regulations and other pertinent 
information to revise the Basic Education Regulations.  These regulations, as presented, are not only 
much shorter than the original document, but update expectations for student achievement and 
development,  reduce redundancy, ensure comparability across systems, offer clarity, provide local 
flexibility and move from measurement of inputs to measurement of outcomes.  He told the Board 
that the revised regulations will include a glossary.  Chairman Flanders reminded the Regents that 
the revision of the BEP was one of the Board’s priorities for this year and although the document 
isn’t totally complete, it is ready to go out for public hearing.  Regents’ comments included 
questions regarding the language surrounding G-15-2.2.  Regents Callahan and Davis expressed 
concern that the language might be “limiting” and that it would prohibit collaboration between 
local and state.  The group also discussed the necessity to include in the revised BEP very specific 
language as it pertains to an evaluation system.       
 
MOVED AND SECONDED: THAT, the Rhode Island Board of Regents for Elementary and                   
Secondary Education Approve the Basic Education Program (BEP), for public hearing, as attached. 
 
VOTE:  Approved Unanimously. 

 
Budget Update 

The Chairman of the Board of Regents Finance Committee, Betsy Shimberg, told the Regents that the 
FY’09 Supplemental Budget was approved by the General Assembly the evening before.  She said 
that the only efficiency that had been included was for state-wide transportation and that the 
Governor’s $38 million cut to state aid to be replaced with federal stimulus funds was also 
approved.  On the FY’10 budget, the proposal is for a $893 million budget, which is $9 million less 
than FY’09.  There are increases included for construction aid and charter school aid; reductions to 
teacher retirement; removes $13 M from the permanent school fund; and eliminates the 
administrative costs of the school breakfast program.  The group discussed the proposed federal 
stimulus money and the reliance of the state on those funds.   They talked about the necessity of 
ensuring that the legislature is aware of the “supplanting rules” surrounding the funds and the 
need for Rhode Island to submit a waiver on the use of the funds. 

 
Legislative Update 

There was no legislative report because RIDE Legislative liaison, Andy Andrade, was working at the 
State House.  The group talked about the proposed legislation to remove the authority for teacher 
certification and place it with a certification advisory board.   

 
BOR Committee Report 
 No committee reports. 
 
Commissioner’s Report 
 There was no Commissioner’s Report.  Commissioner McWalters was in Washington, DC.   
 
Adjournment 
 With unanimous consent, the meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 

 


