
Town of Bristol Affordable Housing Committee

January 23, 2007 Meeting

Present: Domenic Canna, Robert Arruda, Betty Pleacher, Candy

Pansa 

Kathy Bazinet, Michelle Belmore – Cabana and Sally Parella-Battison

Absent:  Gus Nunes 	  

Staff:	Diane Williamson, Director of Community Development; Gerry

Turbeville,

Affordable Housing Coordinator.

The meeting started at 5:40 p.m. There was not a quorum present so

Turbeville

checked with Louis Cirillo, Town Clerk at the behest of Williamson,

Director of

Community Development. Cirillo said it was appropriate to have the

meeting as long

as things were done by consensus and no votes were taken. 

The minutes of the last meeting of November 2006 were, therefore,

not voted on. 

The election also could not happen due to the lack of a quorum. 

Turbeville passed out information she had received from RIH,



regarding the draft

of a Glossary of Affordable Housing terms. She mentioned that the

author, Annette

Bourne, was aware that terms such as PMI were still missing from the

glossary and

would need to be added. Ms. Bourne would also appreciate any

suggestions the 

AHC had concerning the glossary.  

Pleacher asked why the Bristol Affordable Housing has phases such

as encourage

as opposed to using an active word such as persuade. Williamson

explained that 

the Town would be held to their accomplishments and  the Town for

example can

only encourage not make the RWU open an Affordable Housing

Center. Pleacher mentioned that she knows the Dean of the Business

school, she has utilized business students at the Chamber. The

students work in groups and work on business plans etc.

A group of students could potentially work on the creation of an

Affordable Housing 

Center at RWU in business plan format. Pleacher said she would look

into this

after she returns from vacation. 

Kathy Bazinet and Michelle Belmore-Cabana entered the meeting at



6:00 p.m.

and Sally Parella Battison entered the meeting at 6:05 p.m. All

thought the meeting

was at 6:00 p.m. It was decided that all future meetings would be at

6:00 p.m. to

avoid any confusion. Bazinet passed out two glossaries and Home

Program information

to the Committee. Williamson explained what the group had been

talking about prior

to their presence. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, Turbeville asked that

Pleacher be added as being present at the last meeting. Bazinet

pointed out that Michelle’s name has only one “l”. The minutes were

voted on with those two changes. Pleacher made a motion to accept

the minutes with the two changes. Arruda seconded the motion.All

voted in favor. 

Elections were held. Battison made a motion that Kathy Bazinet be

Chair. Cabana

seconded the motion. All voted in favor. Bazinet requested that the

Vice Chair come

from another field and be a strong person who would have a different

perspective.

Cabana nominated Sally Parella-Battison for Vice Chair. Arruda

seconded the

motion. All voted in favor. It was decided that the Chair and Vice



Chair have one

year terms. 

Turbeville passed out the Workgroup Tasks Sheets. It was decided

that Arruda and

Canna would work on the Identify Locations for Affordable Housing

Development

Workgroup. Pleacher, Pansa and Cabana would be in the Strengthen

Partnerships

and Build Community Support for Affordable Housing Workgroup.

The 

Implement Programs Which Ensure the Long Term Affordability of

Bristol’s

Housing  Workgroup would be composed of Bazinet and Battison.

Turbeville

requested that all three groups meet even if just by telephone and

report back 

on progress at the next meeting. Pleacher requested that a note be

sent out 

concerning who was on what workgroup and the contact information

for each

person. 

Pleacher discussed that the Chamber of Commerce was having a

meeting in February

to discuss the pros and cons of the American Tourister Project in



Warren. This meeting

was not open to the public but there would be a breakfast held later

that would have the

same subject matter. 

Bazinet and Williamson briefly discussed the Robin Rug project and

the owners 

request for more density. If that request is granted it might mean

some affordable 

units or payment in leiu of affordable housing. Bazinet and Cabana

mentioned that all Catherine Place units but one were sold. Arruda

asked if  the AHC could tour Affordable Housing projects in Bristol.

He also asked about the Benjamin Church land. Pansa explained that

it was in the predevelopment stages and it would probably be 52 units

as a Section 202.

There was a short discussion about subsidies for Affordable

Housing. Williamson

suggested having Katherine Maxwell come and speak to the

Committee on subsidies.

Bazinet thought Carol Ventura or Paula Coleman. Turbeville said she

would contact

Annette Bourne as her role is to provide technical assistance to

communities regarding

the affordable housing plans. 



The next meeting is February 27, 2007 (Tuesday) at 6:00 p.m. at the

Town Hall Conference Room. Pleacher made a motion at 7:05 p.m. to

adjourn the meeting. All voted in favor. 

      

Respectfully submitted,

Gerry Turbeville

Affordable Housing Coordinator 
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