
Block Island Tourism Council

Minutes

January 12 2016, 2015

9am Town Hall

Present:  Steve, Zena, John, Logan and Jessica.  

Absent:  Brad, Julie and Sven

Meeting called to order at 9am by Zena

Public Comment: None

Director’s Report:

•	Correspondence: None

•	Hotel Tax: October was up over the previous October.  Putting us up

15% on the CY and up 12% on the fiscal year.

•	Jessica reported that she has a meeting scheduled with HavasPR on

the 19th here on Island.  Jessica also reported that Commerce RI has

hired a new Director of Marketing for the State Office of Tourism and

that the hire, Betsey Wall, is the past Director of Massachusetts

Tourism.  Jessica also reported that the South County Regional

Director, Myrna George, is retiring effective March 1.

•	Jessica let the board know that she would be presenting to the State



Commission to Study Tourism on January 14th and she invited the

board to attend or to watch on the State House streaming service.

•	Jessica updated the board on a few things that were happening in

direct response to suggestions made in her Director Review Report. 

She reported that she was looking into specifically promoting the 2

weeks requested (the week after the 4th as well as the last week in

August), as well as researching ways to reach the private pilots. 

Jessica reported that she had talked to Interstate Navigation about

the last week of August ferry schedule change.  She reported that that

has been a slow week for them for many years and with the addition

of the High Speed ferry they felt they have enough carrying capacity

at this time.  Howeve,r they will watch ridership closely this year

(2016) and reassess at the end of the season.

•	Jessica gave the board her 3 month Summary and upcoming 3

month task list.

Approve Minutes:

December 15, 2015: Logan made a motion to approve and John

seconded.  All approved.

Old Business:



A)	Magazine Timeline: Jessica said she expected the 2016 magazine

to be delivered on March 1st.  She let the board know that they would

see cover choices at the next meeting.  It is suggested that we use

the magazine to talk about the 2 slower weeks we are targeting,

airport information and high-end hotels.

B)	Wedding Expo: Jessica told the board she would be at Wedding

Expo’s on January 17th and February 20th.

 New Business:

A)	Laptop purchase: Jessica asked permission for the board to

purchase a new laptop for the Tourism Council.  Zena made a motion

to approve up to $2500 for a new laptop.  Logan seconded and all

approved.

Next Meeting is January 26th at 11am.

Accounts Payable:

Zena made a motion to pay the bills.  Logan seconded and all

approved.

9:35am:  Zena made a motion to adjourn. Logan seconded. All

approved.  



Date Accepted:  January 26, 2016

Jessica Willi

Executive Director

Block Island Tourism Council


