
ATEL Committee Meeting

Public Utilities Commission

March 12, 2015

9:00 am

Attendees: 

Denise Corson,  Laurie Duffy, Pam Kling, Courtenay Petracca, 

Jeanne Panarace,  Harry Mancoll, Jim Lanni and Cart Reporter.

1.	Review minutes - minutes were reviewed and accepted, motioned

by Pam Kling and seconded by Laurie Duffy.

2.	Legislative update/letter campaign- Courtenay and Denise were

unable to get a hold of Representative Handy, but Representative

Naughton returned back to work and was able to reintroduce the

proposed bill H 5685.  Denise mentioned that she has an individual

that would benefit from the wireless program that she is hoping can

speak in support of the bill.  Unfortunately, you are only given a few

days notice of when the bill is going to be heard so not always easy

to get people to come speak at the hearing.  Jim stated that Repr.

Naughton’s office should be able to help communicate/line up with

individuals that are supposed to testify.  Denise wants to be able to

present 100 letters of support to the HEW Committee to show the

strong support of the bill.  Denise and Courtenay are going to have

their clients sign and also bring copies to upcoming conferences. 

Denise stated she will both mail the support letters and make copies

to bring to the hearing.   The committee also suggested that we



present the committee with more detail about what types of wireless

products we would be offering our ATEL Clients.  Denise has a

teleconference with Teltex next week to discuss their program for the

State EDPs.  

3.	New Monthly Demonstration-  OSCIL has recently expanded their

space in Warwick to allow for presentations and training, and just

stated a new demonstration program.   Removing Barriers To

Independence “Lunch And Learn’ is a lunchtime workshop for elders,

individuals with disabilities and their caregivers, that focuses on

assistive technology which can improve access at home, work and in

social settings.  As well as, home accessibility that helps consumers

with home modifications and the acquisition of adaptive equipment

as part of their independent living goal to remove barriers to

independence. This program is in addition to our monthly Wednesday

night Demonstration on Hearing Loss, and will be held from 12-2 on

the last Wednesday of the month. 

4.	 Open discussion- 

o	James now works full time with OSCIL, so may be able to attend our

meeting in the future. 

o	Jeanne wondered if they OSCIL is continuing PARI’s equipment

recycling program.  Denise mentioned that they have more space now

at OSCIL but haven’t seen any recycled equipment, but we can check

with Melissa at the next meeting. 

o	Denise stated that the Showcase Cinemas in Warwick now offer

Sony Glasses, which allow for Hard of Hearing and Deaf individuals

to see caption in their glasses. 



o	Laurie mentioned that the Hearing Aids Dealer/Fitters  letter from

the health department and RICDHH  went out on November 19, 2014,

should have also went out to the Audiology Board since Audiologist

are dual licensed and still mandated to follow the same rules as the

Hearing Aid Dealers/Fitters. 

o	Jim mentioned that the PUC extended the Hamilton Relay contract

by 1 year, since it just completed year 4 there is a 1 year extension

allowed.  Next January the PUC will be putting out n RFP to Hamilton

and Sprint, the only vendors at this time.

5.	Next quarterly meetings were scheduled at 9am- 11am at the PUC: 

June 11th, September 10th and December 10th.


