
ATEL Committee Meeting

Public Utilities Commission

December 2, 2010

9:00 AM 

Attendees: 

Roberta Greene Whittemore, Denise Corson,  James Litvack, Sean

Gill, Jim Lanni ,Laura Peterson, Pam Kling,   Ellen Lenox Smith, Harry

Mancoll,  Mathew Provost, Joe Pereira, and Interpreter Elizabeth

Nadolsk.

1.	Introduction 

2.	Minutes reviewed and accepted. 

3.	ATEL Update- the New ATAP Demonstration Program will be

beginning on January 12, 2011, at 6PM at TechACCESS.  This

program will continue at least 6 months at the same time and place

on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. The proposed flyer was

reviewed by the ATEL Committee; Denise asked that if there are any

requests for changes, to email her by Tues. December 7th, so that

she can send out the flyer as early as possible.  It was requested that

the flyer also be resent out at the beginning of January as a reminder.

  

4.	Denise also mentioned that ATEL will be loaning the most popular

ATEL equipment to TechACCESS’s AT lending library.  The

equipment will be loaned out on a first come first serve basis; this

equipment will include both model of the CapTel (800 and 800i). 



Denise stated that this loaning library can be used by clients that do

not qualify for the ATEL Program but are interested in testing the

equipment before buying, and also by ATEL clients that equipment

has broken and they need a temporary replacement; since

TechACCESS is open Monday thru Friday and is easily assessable.  

5.	Eileen Naughton was unable to attend the meeting to discuss the

bill she is sponsoring  2010-H7735, which requests that 80K be

remitted to the RI CDHH annually for emergency communication

program, and public telecommunications access accommodations

within the state, in coherence with section 23-1.8.   We hope to

reschedule her for the next meeting.

6.	Jim Lanni updated the Committee on Hamilton Relay.  Sean Gill

resigned as the Hamilton Relay Outreach Coordinator, and has taken

a position with the RI School for the Deaf as the Executive Staff

Assistant Mainstream/Outreach.  Currently they are interviewing for

his replacement.  However this is a difficult position to fill, since 

Hamilton’s 4 year contract expired on 10/31/10, but has the option of

renewing the contract for a 5th year.  Jim mentioned that CapTel

minutes now account for half the relay minutes and is more

expensive than traditional relay, so this is something they will have to

work out in the contract.   The PUC/DPUC should be drafting an

updated RFP for submission to the Office of purchasing.

7.	Joe Pereira stated that Cox has developed a product that will allow

the 800i CapTel to be used by their customers that do not have

internet service; they are currently developing a program to utilize

this new service.



8.	The time and date of next year’s quarterly meetings were

scheduled at 9AM- 11AM at the PUC:  March 10, 2010, June 9, 2010,

September 8, 2010 and December 8, 2010.


