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RHODE ISLAND STATEWIDE PLANNING PROGRAM 
Rhode Island State Planning Council 

 
Thursday, September 8, 2016 
RIDOA, Conference Room A 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 
 

Approved Minutes 
 
I.    Attendance 

 
1. Members Present 

Mr. Michael DiBiase, Chair Director, Rhode Island Department of Administration 
Mr. Parag Agrawal, Secretary             Associate Director, Division of Planning 
Meredith Brady Representing Peter Alviti, Director, Rhode Island Department 

of Transportation  
Mr. Steven Boudreau Representing Nicole Alexander-Scott, Director, Rhode Island 

Department of Health 
Mr. James Boyd Representing Grover Fugate, Executive Director, Rhode Island 

Coastal Resources Management Council 
Ms. Janet Coit Director, Department of Environmental Management  
Ms. Jeanne Cola                                  Non Profit Community Development Representative 
Ms. Carmela Corte Representing Thomas Mullaney, Executive Director, Budget 

Office 
Ms.  Carol Grant Commissioner, Office of Energy Resources 
Mr. Marcus Mitchell                           Small Business Representative 
Mr. L. Vincent Murray Rhode Island League of Cities & Towns, Government Official 

Representative 
Ms. Amy Pettine                                  Representing Raymond Studley, Chief Executive Officer, 

Rhode Island Public Transit Authority 
Ms. Lisa Primiano Representing, Janet Coit, Director, Rhode Island Department 

of Environmental Management 
Ms. Amy Rainone Representing Barbara Fields, Executive Director, Rhode Island 

Housing 
Mr. M. James Riordan                        Public Member 
Mr. Peder Schaefer                            Representing Daniel Beardsley, Executive Director, Rhode 

Island League of Cities and Towns 
Mr. Girard Visconti Large Business Representative 
Mr. Michael Walker Representing Stefan Pryor, Secretary of Commerce 
Mr. Scott Wolf                                    Environmental Advocate 
 
 

2. Members Absent 
Ms. Jeanne Boyle  President’s Designee, Rhode Island League of Cities and 

Towns 
Mr. Roy Coulombe Public Member 
Ms.  Bonnie Nickerson  Director, Providence Department of Planning and 

Development 
Sandy O’Connor Governor’s Designee 
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Ms. Lisa Vura-Weis, Vice-Chair         Deputy Chief, Office of the Governor 
 
 

3. Staff Present 
Ms. Nancy Hess RI Division of Planning 
Mr. Cathy Pitassi RI Division of Planning 
Mr. Jared Rhodes RI Division of Planning 
Mr. Chris Witt RI Division of Planning 
Mr. Vincent Flood RI Division of Planning 
Ms. Christina DelageBaza RI Division of Planning 
Mr. Paul Gonsalves RI Division of Planning 
 

4. Guests Present 

Sue Kiernan    RI Dept. of Environmental Management 
Ernie Panciera    RI Dept. of Environmental Management 
Sarah Ingle     RIPTA 
 
 

II. Agenda Items 
 
1. Call to Order  

 

Chairman DiBiase called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.  
 
 

2. Approval of June 9, 2016  Meeting Minutes – for action 
 

Chairman DiBiase asked for a motion to approve the minutes of June 9, 2016. Ms. Primiano moved to 
approve the minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Brady.  There being no discussion, 
the following members voted aye: Boudreau, Boyd, Brady, Cola, Corte, Grant, Mitchell, Murray, Pettine, 
Primiano, Rainone, Riordan, Schaefer, and Vura-Weis. Chairman DiBiase and Mr. Agrawal abstained.  
Mr. Alviti, Mr. Visconti, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Wolf were not present at this time. There were no nay 
votes.   

 
 

3. Public Comment on Agenda Items – for discussion 
 

George Johnson, representing the Aquidneck Island Planning Commission (AIPC), was heartened to see 
that some of AIPC’s projects were accepted into the Transportation Improvement Program. He thanked 
all involved for managing a very thorough and open process. 

 
 
4. FFY 2017 – 2025 Transportation Improvement Program – for action 
 

Chairman DiBiase introduced Chris Witt who provided an overview of the outcomes of the public 
hearing and comment process. He summarized the categories of comments received, the specific 
project discussions that occurred in front of the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), and the  
TAC’s final recommendations to the State Planning Council. 
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Following Mr. Witt’s presentation, Chairman DiBiase opened the floor to questions. 
 

Ms. Corte asked how the Route 6 and Route 10 bridges are incorporated into the TIP.  In response, Mr. 
Alviti explained that RIDOT’s current plans for the 6/10 project are reflected accurately in the proposed 
TIP. 
 
Chairman DiBiase followed up by asking if an amendment to the TIP would be needed for the 
Huntington Bridge, which is among the 6/10 bridges. Ms. Brady explained that an amendment should 
not be necessary given the funds programmed in the proposed FFY2017-2025 TIP as well as the 
FFY2013-2016 TIP. 
 
Mr. Mitchell asked whether staff could give an estimate of the impact of the Exchange Street projects in 
Providence on small businesses. Mr. Alviti explained that RIDOT takes the impact of its activities very 
seriously, and as such it has a dedicated team that it assigns to work with businesses prior to 
undertaking such projects as it has done recently in Wickford in North Kingstown. 
 
Mr. Walker pointed out that the TAC was always aware that all of the Route 6/10 bridges were included 
in the proposed TIP. 
 
At this point, Mr. Riordan motioned to approve the proposed TIP. Mr. Walker seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion was as follows: 
 
Mr. Wolf asked whether passage of this TIP would preclude the incorporation of components of a 
boulevard design into the 6/10 project design. Mr. Alviti responded that passage of this TIP would 
preclude incorporation of the boulevard concept. 
 
Given Mr. Alviti’s response, Mr. Murray asked for clarification as to whether there actually is an 
opportunity to incorporate any proposed design changes within the 60-day comment period that was 
publicized on September 7, 2016. Mr. Alviti responded that the opportunities are limited given the 
pending safety concerns and the need to keep the project within the $400 million budget. Ms. Vura-
Weis added that over the next sixty days, the state will work with the City of Providence and others as it 
prepares a request for proposals for the work to be issued by the end of the year. Mr. Wolf asked if 
changes to the current 6/10 project design would push the project over budget or require changes to 
the FFY2017-2025 STIP. Mr. Alviti responded that once a design/build contract is issued the project will 
essentially be locked given RIDOT’s aversion to issuing change orders. 
 
Mr. Wolf next said that he is concerned that the state is addressing public safety at the expense of 
innovation. He said he believes the state can address both at the same time. 
 
There being no further discussion, Mr. DiBiase called for a vote on the motion. The following members 
voted aye: Alviti, Boudreau, Boyd, Cola, Corte, Grant, Mitchell, Murray, Pettine, Primiano, Rainone, 
Riordan, Schaefer, Visconti, Vura-Weis, and Mr. Walker. Chairman DiBiase and Mr. Agrawal abstained.  
Mr. Wolf voted nay.  The motion carried. 
 
 

5. State Freight and Goods Movement Plan – for discussion 
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Chairman DiBiase introduced Chris Witt and Pam Yonkin who delivered the attached presentation on the 
Rhode Island State Freight and Goods Movement Plan. Instances where the State Planning Council 
engaged in discussion were as follows. 
Mr. Mitchell asked how the plan addressed the dredging of the Port of Providence. Ms. Yonkin explained 
that the need for dredging did not emerge as a concern during the development of the plan, particularly 
from representatives of ProvPort. 
 
Mr. Wolf next asked whether the team looked into the opportunities presented by short sea shipping. Ms. 
Yonkin explained that the plan addresses the issue, but that the success of short-sea shipping in the state 
ultimately is a market-driven issue. 
 
Mr. Wolf also asked whether vertical clearances on the state’s rail lines remain an issue. Ms. Yonkin 
indicated that clearance remains a problem in some locations, but said that there is uncertainty as to what 
the target height should be, and that as a result the plan recommends further study of the issue. 
 
Mr. Boyd complimented the team on incorporating resiliency into the plan, and he advised the State 
Planning Council members of the availability of STORMTOOLS, a mapping platform for understanding the 
risks of coastal inundation. He noted that a rail line in East Providence shown on the “Rail Systems Issues” 
map on page 10 of the freight plan executive summary no longer exists, and he asked what the plan had to 
say in regard to the rail line and a waterfront industrial parcel in the area. Mr. Witt responded that the 
issue of the future of this parcel was raised through discussions, but at this point the freight plan remains 
silent on the matter given the uncertainty of its future. 
 
 

6. State Guide Plan Modernization  – for action 
 

Mr. DiBiase introduced Nancy Hess who described the proposed action as summarized in the agenda 
supplement that was distributed with the State Planning Council’s packets. The Division of Planning is 
requesting authorization to hold a public hearing on the repeal of five outdated elements of the Rhode 
Island State Guide Plan.  
 
Following the presentation, Mr. DiBiase asked for a motion to authorize the requested hearing. Mr. 
Mitchell motioned to authorize a public hearing. Ms. Grant seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion.  The following members voted aye: Alviti, Boudreau, Boyd, Cola, Corte, Grant, Mitchell, 
Murray, Pettine, Primiano, Rainone, Riordan, Schaefer, Visconti, Vura-Weis, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Wolf. 
Chairman DiBiase and Mr. Agrawal abstained.  The motion carried. 
 

7. Announcements  
 
Ms. Rainone mentioned two upcoming events: the Housing Works Fact Book luncheon on September 
14 and the kick-off for the $50 million housing bond on September 15. 
 
Mr. Wolf said that he wanted to clarify his comments on the STIP. He is supportive of many of the 
projects in the document, but he is concerned that the state is limiting itself to the current plan for the 
6/10 project. 

 
8. Adjourn 
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Chairman DiBiase asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Walker motioned to adjourn.  The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Grant.  There being no further discussion the following members voted aye:  Alviti, 
Boudreau, Boyd, Cola, Corte, Grant, Mitchell, Murray, Pettine, Primiano, Rainone, Riordan, Schaefer, 
Visconti, Vura-Weis, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Wolf. There were no nay votes.   The meeting adjourned at 
10:40 a.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,      
 
 
Parag Agrawal, AICP 
Secretary 


