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Rhode Island State Planning Council 
Draft Minutes of Thursday, June 11, 2015 Meeting 

William E. Powers Building 
Conference Room A 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 

 
I. ATTENDANCE   
 

1. Members Present 

Mr. Michael DiBiase, Chair Director, Rhode Island Department of Administration 
Mr. Kevin Flynn, Secretary  Associate Director, Division of Planning 
Ms. Jeanne Boyle President’s Designee, RI League of Cities and Towns 
Ms. Janet Coit Director, RIDEM 
Ms. Sharon Conard-Wells West Elmwood Housing Development Corporation 
Mr. Roy Coulombe Public Member 
Ms. Marion Gold Executive Director, RI Office of Energy Resources 
Mr. Leonard Green Representing Nicole Alexander-Scott, Director RI 

Department of Health 
Mr. Thomas Mullaney RI Department of Administration, Budget Office 
Mr. L. Vincent Murray  RILOCAT, Government Official Representative 
Ms. Amy Pettine  Representing Mr. Raymond Studley, RIPTA 
Mr. Amy Rainone  Representing Ms. Barbara Fields, Executive Director Rhode 

Island Housing 
Ms. Janet Raymond DeAngelis Public Member 
Mr. M. James Riordan Public Member 
Mr. Peder Schaefer Representing Daniel Beardsley, RI League of Cities and 

Towns 
Mr. Robert Shawver Representing Peter Alviti Director, RI Department of 

Transportation 
Mr. John Trevor Environmental Advocate 
Mr. Michael Walker Representing Stefan Pryor, Secretary of Commerce 
Mr. Scott Wolf  Environmental Advocate 
 

2. Members Absent 
 
Ms. Jeanne Cola Chair, RI Housing Resources Commission 
Mr. Kevin Gallagher, Vice Chair  Governor's Office 
Ms. Ana Cano-Morales  Public Member 
Mr. Grover Fugate  Executive Director, RI Coastal Resources Management 

Council 
Mr. Marcus Mitchell  Small Business Representative 
Ms. Bonnie Nickerson  Director, Providence Department of Planning and 

Development 
Mr. Samuel Shamoon   Governor’s Designee 
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3. Staff – Division of Planning 

Mr. Jared Rhodes  Chief, Statewide Planning Program 
Ms. Karen Scott  Assistant Chief, Statewide Planning Program 
Ms. Nancy Hess  Supervising Planner, Statewide Planning Program 
Mr. Paul Gonsalves  Senior Planner, Statewide Planning Program 
Ms. Kimberly Crabill  Executive Assistant, Statewide Planning Program 
 

4. Guests 

Mr. Corey Bobba         Federal Highway Administration 
Mr. Danny Musher        RI Office of Energy Resources 

Ms. Elizabeth Stone Department of Environmental Management 

 
II. AGENDA ITEMS 
 
1. Call to Order 

 

Chairman DiBiase called the meeting to order on June 11, 2015 at 9:03 a.m.  
 

2. Public Comment on Agenda Items – for informational purposes 
 

There were none. 
 

3. Approval of the May 14, 2015 Meeting Minutes – for action 
 
Chairman DiBiase asked for a motion to approve the minutes of May 14, 2015. Mr. Michael Walker moved to 
approve the minutes of May 14, 2015 as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Sharon Conrad-Wells & 
Ms. Jeanne Boyle.  There being no discussion, the following members voted aye:  Boyle, Conard-Wells, 
Coulombe, Flynn, Gold, Green, Mullaney, Murray, Pettine, Rainone, Raymond-DeAngelis, Shawver, Trevor, and 
Walker. Chairman DiBiase abstained. Director Janet Coit, Mr. James Riordan, Mr. Scott Wolf were not yet 
present.  Not voting - Mr. Peder Schaefer.  There were no nay votes.   
 

4. Draft Rhode Island State Energy Plan (request to authorize public hearing) – for action 
 
Chairman DiBiase introduced Marion Gold and Danny Musher who delivered the attached power point 
presentation.  Instances where members of the Council engaged in discussion were as follows: 
 
Mr. Leonard Green asked if the plan considered the vulnerability of the grid from a resiliency perspective.  Mr. 
Danny Musher responded that it did. 
 
Mr. Scott Wolf asked if the state is working to address the need to improve natural gas flows into the region, 
whether it is still a major issue facing the economy, and what the state is doing about it.  Mr. Danny Musher 
responded that it is still an issue and that the OER and the Governor’s Office along with other Governors 
Offices are looking at this in great detail.   
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Mr. Peder Schaefer asked if the plan’s scenarios take into account potential changes in the costs of energy 
sources.  Mr. Danny Musher responded that it does to the degree that it is possible.  Ms. Marion Gold also 
responded that no one can predict exactly what is going to happen but that the New England Governors are 
working hard to address the high price of natural gas.  
 
Ms. Janet Coit commented that this is the best, most forward looking energy plan the state of Rhode Island 
has seen and that the team who produced it is to be commended.  She further commented however, that 
there is a need to do some education before initiating the public review process to increase everyone’s 
understanding of the dynamic energy picture that we have here in the State of RI.  Mr. Danny Musher 
acknowledged the need and committed to thinking about ways that the need for further education can be 
fulfilled prior to public hearing.  Ms. Marion Gold also responded that the team has been thinking about 
preparing an overview and that her office did a lot of education with the General Assembly and the Governor’s 
Office on the whole regional energy issue. 
 
Mr. Michael DiBiase commented that to Director Coit’s point, people may question whether the right balance 
has been struck within the plan and requested that additional outreach be undertaken to ensure that there is 
sufficient input during the public hearing process.  In particular he suggested using press releases and media 
coverage to generate interest.   
 
Mr. Vincent Murray echoed the public education aspect and the need to generate buy-in and consensus.   
 
Mr. Mike Walker commented that people need to better understand the consequences of not acting to 
increase the supply to meet the current demand.  People don’t understand what the consequences are.  There 
is going to be a cost associated with meeting the demand and that is going to affect the rate payers and they 
are not aware of that either.   They will see a rate increase, but should know what is causing it.   If we don’t do 
this it will be hard for us to grow our economy and insure people’s quality of life.   
 
Mr. Michael DiBiase commented that where we are now is partially due to a failure to plan on a large regional 
scale.  As a result we are now in a situation where we have limitations on growth that will affect people’s 
standard of living in a significant way.   
 
Ms. Janet Coit commented that you can do all the planning you want but if you can’t coordinate across 
regional authorities you won’t succeed. 
 
Mr. Danny Musher also noted that there has been a market failure do to de-regulation which further inhibits 
regional coordination in meeting regional infrastructure needs.   
 
Ms. Amy Rainone & Mr. Scott Wolf thanked the team for including the transportation smart growth linkages.  
Ms. Rainone then went on to discuss the needs of our public housing stock and the state and federal resources 
that are available to address those needs and suggested that that sector also have a presence within the plan. 
 
Mr. James Riordan questioned whether the general assembly has had an opportunity to weigh in on the 
content.   Ms. Marion Gold responded that her office has been keeping lines of communications open with the 
General Assembly and noted that their largest concern has been relative to pricing. 
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Ms. Nancy Hess assured the Council that Land Use 2025 and Transportation 2035 is cross referenced in the 
document and that the smart growth policies that are already incorporated into the State Guide Plan are what 
we are using relating to the topic of energy. 
 
Ms. Amy Pettine commented that the plan should acknowledge the conundrum that is presented by drawing 
vehicle miles traveled down and therefore further reducing the funding available for transit.  Mr. Danny 
Musher responded that this issue was beyond the scope of this plan to resolve this issue but acknowledged 
that it is a real concern. 
 
Ms. Jeanne Boyle also complimented the team then noted that if the state is going to rely on municipalities to 
implement the plan, it should also note the barriers that exist in moving these forward at the local level and 
identify which office state offices will assist the municipalities in overcoming them.  In addition, she raised the 
statewide concern of how we overcome the inefficiencies of our aged housing stock and also the need for the 
plan to put forward how the state overcomes those barriers.  Mr. Danny Musher noted that similar points 
came up in the Technical Committee Meeting where he explained that their office will provide technical 
assistance to the extent that they are able.  Mr. Danny Musher further explained that their office is 
resurrecting a municipal energy working group and trying to respond to the requests that officials have been 
sending to them.   
 
Ms. Janet Coit next endorsed the overarching vision of the plan and its focus on the big picture.  She then 
emphasized the benefit of receiving public comment. 
 
Ms. Janet Coit made a motion to authorize the public hearing on the draft plan.  Council member Trevor 
seconded the motion.  There being no discussion, the following members voted aye:  Boyle, Coit, Conard-
Wells, Coulombe, Flynn, Gold, Green, Mullaney, Murray, Pettine, Rainone, Raymond-DeAngelis, Riordan, 
Shawver, Trevor, Wolf and Walker. Chairman DiBiase abstained. Not voting - Mr. Peder Schaefer.  There were 
no nay votes. 

 
5. FY 16 Unified Transportation Planning Work Program -  for action 

 
Chairman DiBiase introduced Mr. Rhodes and asked that he give a brief overview of the Unified Transportation 
Planning Work Program.  Mr. Rhodes presented section 5 of the draft which overviews the finances.  Instances 
where members of the Council engaged in discussion were as follows: 
 
Mr. Vincent Murray asked if expiration of the HUD grant affected staffing.  Mr. Rhodes responded that it has in 
terms of the organization chart but it has not in terms of the number of people working for the program. 
 
Ms. Amy Rainone asked how the National Highway Trust Fund plays into this and what the potential scenarios 
associated with disruption of that funding are.  Mr. Rhodes responded that the Program maintains a one year 
contingency for personnel costs in order to be able to handle a funding shortfall from Federal Highway. 
 
Mr. Scott Wolf asked Mr. Rhodes to identify some of the types of work that will be incorporated under the 
environmental sustainability task which he subsequently did. 
 
Chairman DiBiase asked for a motion to approve the Work Program.  Council member Walker made the first 
motion and Council members Coit and Conrad-Wells seconded the motion.   There being no discussion, the 
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following members voted aye:  Boyle, Coit, Conard-Wells, Coulombe, Flynn, Gold, Green, Mullaney, Murray, 
Pettine, Rainone, Raymond-DeAngelis, Riordan, Shawver, Trevor, Wolf and Walker. Chairman DiBiase 
abstained. Not voting - Mr. Peder Schaefer.  There were no nay votes. 

 
6. Associate Director’s Report – for discussion 

 

Mr. Flynn addressed the following items under the Associate Director’s report: 

 2015 Legislative Session 

 Freight Planning activities 

 Relocation of OHCD to the Secretary of Commerce’s Office 

 Statewide Planning Program hiring status 

 The State Planning Council’s next meeting will be on August 13th 
 

7. Announcements– for discussion 
 
       Mr. Scott Wolf announced the pending retirement of Ms. Sheila Brush. 
        
       Ms. Janet Coit announced the pending retirement of Mr. Scott Millar and the “Great Outdoors Pursuit”  
       launching at Lincoln Woods on Saturday the 13th.   
 
8. Adjourn 

 
Chairman DiBiase asked for a motion to adjourn.  Council member Mr. Michael Walker motioned to adjourn.  
The motion was seconded by Council member Mr. Scott Wolf.  There being no discussion, the following 
members voted aye Boyle, Coit, Conard-Wells, Coulombe, Flynn, Gold, Green, Mullaney, Murray, Pettine, 
Rainone, Raymond-DeAngelis, Riordan, Shawver, Trevor, Wolf and Walker. Chairman DiBiase abstained. Not 
voting - Mr. Peder Schaefer.  There were no nay votes.  The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Kevin Flynn 
Secretary 


