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Rhode Island State Planning Council 

Draft Minutes of February 9, 2012 Meeting 

 

Thursday, February 9, 2012 

William E. Powers Building 

Conference Room A 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 

 

I.   ATTENDANCE   

 

Members Present 

 

Mr. Richard Licht, Chair  Director, RI DOA  

Mr. Brian Daniels, Vice Chair Director, Governor’s Policy Office 

Mr. Kevin Flynn, Secretary  Associate Director, Division of Planning 

Ms. Jeanne Boyle  RI LOCAT, President’s Designee 

Ms. Jeanne Cola Chair, RI Housing Resources Commission 

Mr. Thomas Mullaney RI DOA, Budget Office 

Mr. L. Vincent Murray  RI LOCAT, Government Official Representative 

Ms. Anna Prager Public Member 

Mr. Peder Schaefer Representing Mr. Dan Beardsley, RI LOCAT 

Mr. William Sequino Public Member 

Mr. Bob Shawver  Representing Mr. M. Lewis, Governor’s Designee 

Mr. John Trevor  Environmental Advocate 

Ms. Janet White-Raymond  Public Member 

 

Members Absent 

Ms. Sharon Conard-Wells West Elmwood Housing Development Corporation 

Mr. Thomas Deller Providence Department of Planning & Development  

Mr. Stephen Cardi Cardi Corporation 

 

Guests 

Mr. Richard Hogan  RI House Policy Office 

Mr. Peter Osborn  Federal Highway Administration 
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Staff – Division of Planning 

Ms. Nancy Hess  Supervising Planner, Land Use Section 

Mr. Jared L. Rhodes, II  Chief, Statewide Planning Program 

Ms. Dawn Vittorioso  Executive Assistant, Division of Planning 

 

 

II. AGENDA ITEMS 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Mr. Licht called the meeting to order on February 9, 2012 at 9:05 a.m.  

 

2. Approval of the November 10, 2011 Meeting Minutes – for vote 

 

Ms. White-Raymond moved to approve the minutes of November 10, 2011 as presented.  The motion was seconded 

by Ms. Boyle.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Public Comment on Agenda Items 

 

There were none. 

 

4. Rhode Island Water 2030:  State Guide Plan Consolidation – for discussion 

 

Mr. Flynn provided a brief overview of the Plan and then introduced Ms. Nancy Hess who presented the most recent 

draft.  Ms. Hess reviewed the specific edits that had been made to Parts 1 and 2 as documented in the agenda 

supplement.   

 

Chairman Licht then asked if these revisions had been shared with anyone other than the State Planning Council.  In 

response, Ms. Hess noted that the revisions had been well received by the Technical Committee and that she would 

work to get additional feedback from the project Advisory Committee prior to requesting that the State Planning 

Council authorize a full public hearing on the final draft.  Chairman Licht then suggested reformatting the page 

numbering system to include chapter references. 

 

Ms. Hess next proceeded to review the new section on regionalization that was added at the State Planning 

Council’s request (see attachment 1).  Mr. Licht asked for clarification of the number of existing water suppliers.  Ms. 

Hess explained that there are a total of 490 public systems within the State.  Twenty-Eight of these are large 

suppliers distributing more than 50M gallons per year, whereas the other 458 are smaller community systems that 

provide service to more than 25 people for more than 25 days of the year.  She then provided a more detailed 

overview of the major water systems throughout Rhode Island and discussed the potential advantages and 

disadvantages of regionalizing as contained in the plan.   

 

Next, Ms. Hess discussed the Tiverton case study which demonstrated collaboration between the North Tiverton 

Fire District and the Town of Tiverton Water District.  She explained that the Fire District and the Town consolidated 

two water systems into one.  The North Tiverton Fire District (NTFD) absorbed the former Tiverton Water Authority 
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(TWA) in 2002 on a mutual and voluntary effort.  Both systems were wholesale purchasers of potable water from 

the same sources.  The consolidation was consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan policy for the unification 

of water management authorities within the Town.   

 

Having concluded her formal presentation, Ms. Hess opened the floor for additional discussion.  In follow-up, Mr. 

Sequino asked if the plan provided detailed recommendations for specific consolidations and whether the plan 

identified incentives for doing so. 

 

Ms. Hess responded that the incentive for doing is related to potential cost savings that can be achieved through 

economies of scale.  Mr. Flynn added that although this draft consolidated State Guide Plan Element does not put 

forward recommendations for specific consolidations; it does call for the Water Resources Board to investigate 

these through their current Strategic Planning Initiative. 

 

Ms. Boyle asked if the Tiverton case study could be expanded to show how much cost savings were achieved.  Ms. 

Hess said that she do her best to acquire and incorporate the requested information prior to the next Council 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Licht asked why in some communities both municipal providers and the Providence Water Supply Board service 

a single community.   Mr. Flynn responded that it is primarily an artifact of history and opposition of larger systems 

to acquire the liabilities of smaller local suppliers.  Ms. Boyle added that in the East Providence example the city still 

has the responsibility of maintaining the distribution mains, storage tanks etc and that these costs are seen by the 

larger suppliers as barriers to consolidation.  Mr. Schaefer noted that he believes that sewer and water companies 

should consolidate to one organization, which would make it easier for consumers to do business with one 

company. 

 

Mr. Shawver next inquired as to who provides the financial oversight of these diverse suppliers.  Ms. Hess indicated 

that it is not uniform across the board but rather depends on the specific situation.  In some instances the financial 

oversight is provide by a regional district board with authority granted by the general assembly, some are municipal 

departments that answer to their associated council, and others are corporate. 

 

Mr. Licht then took a moment to discuss how the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) regulates rates based on 

jurisdiction.   Ms. Hess added that the PUC regulates seven communities.   

 

As there were no further questions or discussion, Mr. Licht thanked Ms. Hess for her presentation and introduced 

the next agenda item.  

 

5. 2011 Committee Appointment “Slate of Names” – for vote 

 

Mr. Rhodes began by overviewing the changes made to the “Slate of Names” since the Council’s last meeting as 

documented in the agenda supplement.  Their being no discussion amongst the Council, he then recommended that 

they vote to appoint the individuals listed by name to the bodies and terms specified therein.  Ms. White-Raymond 

subsequently moved to approve the appointments as specified on the “Slate of names”.  The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Sequino.  There was no discussion and the motion passed.  All in attendance voted in favor except for Mr. 

Shawver who abstained given his proposed appointment to the Transportation Advisory Committee. 
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6. Associate Director’s Report 

 

Mr. Flynn addressed the following items under the Associate Director’s report: 

• hiring status including the announcement of the promotion of Mr. Vin Flood to the position of Supervising 

Planner and the hiring of Mr. Jeff Davis, Ms. Amanda Martin and Mrs. Chelsea Siefert as Principal Planners; 

• status of the Division’s efforts to implement the HUD Sustainable Communities grant award including  his 

mandatory trip to Washington, DC for training on February 27 and 28; 

• pending announcement of 2011-2012 Challenge Grant Awards; 

• FFY 2013-2016 Transportation Improvement Program development status; and the  

• Status of the Division’s efforts to develop Wind Energy Siting Guidelines. 

 

At this point, Mr. Licht requested that the Renewable Energy Council have an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Guidelines.  Ms. Boyle also asked about the timeframe for completion of the guidelines to which Mr. Flynn 

replied that he is hopeful that it will be published in March. 

 

Mr. Flynn concluded his report by providing an update on the Water Resources Board Strategic Planning process. 

 

7. Other Business 

 

Mr. Trevor asked about the status of the Solid Waste Management Plan.  Mr. Rhodes indicated that the current 

version will be expiring this year and that he has been having discussions with the RI Resources Recovery 

Corporation regarding its update. 

 

Mr. Sequino asked about the status of the inclusionary zoning legislation relative to payment of fees in-lieu of 

construction.  In response, Mr. Flynn indicated that the Division continues t work with pertinent stakeholders for the 

drafting of an appropriate fee calculation methodology. 

 

8. Adjourn 

 

Ms. White-Raymond moved to adjourn.  Mr. Sherlock seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion, the 

motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 10:22 A.M. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Kevin Flynn 

Secretary 
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Attachment 1 

 

Rhode Island Water 2030: 

Revised Part 3 as Distributed at the February 8, 2012 

meeting of the State Planning Council 
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