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Rhode Island Division of Elderly Affairs 
Home & Community Care Advisory Committee 

MINUTES 
June 23, 2015 

 
Attendance: 
Nicholas Oliver; RIPHC / Committee Chair, Mary Ladd; DEA, Diane Gallagher; Alliance BLTC, 
Linda A’Vant-Deishinni; Diocese of Providence, Charles Dress; AARP, Catherine Graziano; 
AARP / SHL, Regina Spirito; Tri-Town CAP,  Ashley Pattie; RIALA, Helen Grimaldi; C&FS, 
Dottie Santagata; Cornerstone/SEC, John O’Hara; AARP/Veterans, Melody Rodrigues; DEA, 
Meghan Connelly; DEA, Paula Parker; DEA, Jim Nyberg; Leading Age RI 

 
1. The meeting began at 9:00 AM; introductions followed.  

 
2. The Minutes from the last meeting held on May 26, 2015 were approved; motion made 

by John O’Hara and seconded by Catherine Graziano to approve minutes.  Passed. 
 

3. DEA Update – Home & Community Care Services 
Paula Parker / Division of Elderly Affairs; Assistant Director  

 Introduction of Melody Rodrigues.  Melody is currently overseeing the DEA 
H&CC Unit until this position can be formally posted and filled.  Melody will be 
assuming the DEA support duties for the DEA H&CC Advisory Committee, 
moving forward. 

 Mary Ladd, formerly the DEA H&CC Supervisor, will be assuming the DEA 
SHIP Director position beginning on Monday, June 29, 2015.  This position was 
formerly held by Marie Stoeckel. 

 Meghan Connelly is the newly hired Public Information Officer for DEA, 
replacing Larry Grimadi.  Meghan started at DEA on June 15, 2015.  Meghan 
will be working on such things as the DEA website, DEA Pocket Manual, the 
Providence Journal “Taking Charge” column and will also have legislative 
liaison duties.   

 Budget Items for DEA: The DEA Budget for MOW’s has an increase of 
$330,000.00 for home delivered meals.  The DEA CMOM Program is 
unchanged. 

 DEA is awaiting final approval on the Home & Community Care Regulations.  
DEA has asked for a CNOM expansion that would provide services to qualified 
individuals up to 250% of the FPL and also to provide services to individuals 
under the age of 65 who have a Dx of Dementia. 

 DEA has had some internal changes with regards to the Community Service 
Grants in efforts to streamline this process.  A “blast letter” will be sent to the 
grant holders requesting a final report due 10 days after June 30, 2015. 

 DEA will be moving to the Louis Pasteur Building located at 57 Howard Avenue 
on the grounds of the Pastore Complex.  A date for this move has not been 
announced as of yet.  More information on this to follow. 

 
4. Update on Development State Plan on Aging 

Paula Parker / Division of Elderly Affairs; Assistant Director  
A draft of the State Plan has been submitted to Kathleen Otte, the Regional Director at 
ACL (Administration for Community Living).  The final draft is due for submission on 
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June 30, 2015.  Information from public meetings and focus groups highlighted concerns 
for the elderly and disabled population such as: transportation, financial viability in the 
community, loneliness due to being homebound, information on available services, cost 
of health care and Rx.  The approved State Plan will be posted on the DEA website. 

 
5. General Discussion of SFY 2015 Legislation and SFY 2016 Budget Proposals 

Nicholas Oliver / Committee Chairperson 
 

 Bill 6108 regarding a $1 charge to elders and disabled individuals for RIPTA 
transportation services.  DEA is opposed to this.  Pending. 

 Bill S697: “Expands the definition of public motor vehicles to include 

transportation services licensed home care nursing care providers and facilities, 

assisted living providers, and licensed adult day services as well as programs for 

inclusive care for the elderly”.  Bill H5786: “Exempts public motor vehicles 

providing services to passengers through a program funded by the federal 

government or the state from both the requirement that service be provided in 

unmarked vehicles and the provisions of the minimum allowable charge”.  These 

bills, if passed, would allow the above named entities to contract directly with 

Logisticare to offer transportation services to consumers. 
 Community Service Grants and Formula-Based Funding: not out of Committee. 
 Care Act: hospital-sponsored regarding formalized discharge planning currently 

in hearings. 
 Bill 5515: Provides for annual adjustments to provider reimbursement rates. 

Home Care and Adult Day Care did not receive an increase in their rate while the 
RI minimum wage is set to increase. 

 Article 5 / Reinventing Medicaid with respect to Home Care & Hospice 
Licensure.  The Health Services Council will review new applications for the 
above named entities and will address gaps in services. 

 Article 5 / Reinventing Medicaid and Assisted Living changes.  This initiative 
will be rolled out with the passing of Article 5. 

 Reinventing Medicaid is proposed to save $67 million; there is a 2% cut to 
Skilled Nursing Facilities and a 2 ½% hospital reduction. 
 

6. Agenda Setting Discussion for Next Meeting 

 Invite to Director Fogarty. 
 

7. Public Comments and Announcements 

 At the May 2015 OHHS Task Force Meeting it was announced that State 
Directors will be reviewing the number of Advisory Committees and Councils 
connected to their respective departments in efforts to consolidate 
committees/councils that serve similar purposes.  Please contact Nicholas Oliver 
for further inquiries / discussion on this. 

 The Reinventing Medicaid Final Report is due on July 8, 2015.   
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 Jean Anderson has retired as CEO from VNS of Newport and Bristol Counties 
after 22 years with the agency; Candace Sharkey has been appointed the new 
CEO to replace Jean Anderson. 
 

8. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 10:01 AM. 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Mary Ladd 
DEA H&CC Coordinator 
July 22, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, September 22, 2015 / 9:00 to 10:30 AM 

Garden Level Conference Room / Hazard Building; 74 West Road, 
Cranston, RI 


