
Rhode Island Division of Elderly Affairs 
74 West Road; Cranston, RI 02920 

Garden Conference Room 
Home & Community Care Advisory Committee 

Minutes 
September 23, 2014 

 
Attendance: 
Mary Ladd; DEA, Dana Cruz; Bayada, Linda Avant-Deishinni; Diocese of Providence, 
Kelly Lee; PACE with Adult Day Center of Westerly, Diane Gallagher; Alliance, Katie 
Enright; Dept. of Attorney General, Jillian Vanhouwe; Carelink – Leading Age RI, 
Charles Dress; AARP, John O’Hara; AARP, Nicholas Oliver; RI Partnership for Home 
Care, Paula Parker; DEA.  
 
The meeting began at 9:04 AM.  Introductions followed. 
 
The June 24, 2014 Minutes were reviewed.  One addition noted: At the last meeting on 
June 24, 2014, Chair Rebecca Martish did announce to the committee that the June 
meeting would be her last meeting as Chair due to a job change. No other changes, 
corrections or additions were noted.  Motion to accept the Minutes; seconded; Minutes 
accepted with noted addition. 
 
Nomination and Election of Home& Community Care Services Advisory 
Chairperson: 
Nicholas Oliver nominated by Mary Ladd; seconded by John O’Hara; no other 
nominations for Chairperson.  Nicholas Oliver is the newly elected Chairperson of the 
Home & Community Care Services Advisory Committee.  John O’Hara will continue in 
the position as the Vice Chair of the committee.  DEA will provide support staff; 
Kathleen Zaroogian of DEA will attend the October and November 2014 meetings to 
take the Minutes. 
 
DEA Update 
Paula Parker / DEA 

1. Former Director Catherine Taylor resigned effective June 20, 2014.  No Acting or 
Interim Director has been appointed.  DEA Assistant Director Paula Parker and 
DEA Senior Staff are continuing all activities that are core to DEA until such time 
that the new Governor appoints a Director in January 2015. 

2. H&CC Regulations proposed changes will be posted in the near future; no date as 
of yet.  Once posted, informal hearing will take place followed by a formal 
hearing.  Stakeholders will be notified once posted. 

3. Ombudsman Regulations have been promulgated. 
4. Assisted Living SSP reimbursement legislation passed and will go in to effect on 

10/1/2014. 
5. DEA continues to submit grants for approval at DHS; additional layer of review 

currently in place prior to final approval by DHS Director Powell. 
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6. Grant for SHIP and ADRC Phase II (integrating Medicare in to the ICI) is 
expected by November 2014 and will be implemented in 2015. 

7. Open Enrollment begins October 15, 2014.  SHIP, ADRC, SMP and Regional 
Points are integrated into six lead agencies.  The lead agencies contract with 3 to 4 
agencies to provide the services as well.  Currently there are 20 agencies in total.  

8. One Exchange is the agency currently responsible for the coordination of health 
benefits for retired state workers who are Medicare eligible.   

9. DEA is currently providing Medicare training to the DHS Field Offices. 
10. The award notice for the Phase II Ombudsman Grant is still pending. 

 
Review of Home & Community Care Advisory Committee statute and discussion on 
future goals of Committee 
Nicholas Oliver; Chair 
State statute that establishes committee is 42-66.3-8; reviewed and discussed.  Target 
Outreach should identify members to serve on the committee.  Sending letters to 
members who are not participating was suggested.  Paula Parker may have template of 
this letter that was previously sent out and will share with Chair Nicholas Oliver.  
Membership participation will be a goal of the committee.  Target Efforts discussed with 
discussion on Phase II of the ICI, Transportation and the recently enacted National 
Criminal Background check requirement for the following groups: home care workers, 
ADC workers, Assisted Living workers, Senior Center workers, Mealsite workers, 
hospital workers and Nursing Home workers.  This piece of legislation will go into effect 
on October 1, 2014 requiring these groups to have a national background check at the 
AG’s Office at the cost of $35.00 per person (new hires after 10/1/2014).  Dept. of AG 
representative present at meeting, Katie Enright, will try and obtain clarification on this 
requirement and advise the committee and Chair.   
 
Comments/Questions on DEA Update; statute and goals of committee 
Comment: Committee should develop a transitional document for the incoming new 
DEA Director which outlines the mission, prioritizes goals and provides 
recommendations from stakeholders on resources for DEA’s Home & Community based 
services programs.  
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 @ 9:00 AM. 
Location: Garden Level Conference Room / Hazard Building / 74 West Road; 
Cranston 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Ladd 
DEA / H&CC Coordinator 
9/24/2014 
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