
Rhode Island Division of Elderly Affairs 
74 West Road; Cranston, RI 02920 

Garden Conference Room 
Home & Community Care Advisory Committee 

Minutes 
April 22nd 2014  

 
Attendance: 
Rebecca Martish / Chair, CareLink; Linda A’Vant-Deishinni, Diocese of Providence; John O’Hara, 
AARP;  Charles Dress, AARP; Catherine Graziano, AARP; Verteal Patterson, AARP; Jim Nyberg, 
LeadingAge RI; Dottie Santagata, Cornerstone Adult Day Services; Diane Gallagher, Alliance for 
BLTC 
 
The meeting began at 9:06 AM.  Introductions followed. 
 
The March 25th 2014 minutes were reviewed. No changes, corrections or additions were noted.  
Minutes accepted. 
 
Legislation Update: 
 

a. Aging in Community Fund: H 7316 and S 2215: the legislation establishes the Aging in 
Community Fund within the Division of Elderly Affairs. The fund would provide grants to 
Meals on Wheels and the Carebreaks caregiver support and respite programs. The bills have 
been referred to the House and Senate Finance Committees.  

b. Community Senior Services Grant Program: H 7236 and S 2194: This legislation establishes a 
permanent formula for funding community service grants for senior centers and other local 
senior services programs operated by municipalities or non-profits based on local senior 
population. The bills have been referred to the House and Senate Finance Committees.  

c. Assisted Living SSI Reimbursement: H 7251 and S 2471: This piece of legislation would 
restore the cuts to assisted living SSI which happened several years ago.  The legislation would 
also require EOHHS to pursue reimbursement rate reform for assisted living, based on a tiered 
system.  The bills have been referred to the House and Senate Finance Committees. 

d. National Criminal Background Checks: H 7413: The legislation would establish national 
background checks for all long term care workers. The bill has been referred to the House 
Finance Committee.  

e. Adult Day and Home Care Rate Increase: H 7732 and S 2583: This legislation is seeking a 10% 
increase for adult day and home care under the Division of Elderly Affairs’ CoPay/CNOM 
program and the EOHHS Medicaid Program. The legislation would establish an inflation 
adjuster, similar to nursing homes. The bills also seek to develop an acuity adjuster for adult 
day. There will be a hearing in the House Finance Committee on Wednesday April 30th.  

 
Update from Director Catherine Taylor, DEA: 
 
 

a. The Alzheimer’s State Plan: Currently the Lt. Governor and Director Catherine Taylor are 
looking at implementation. There are several subcommittees who are working on how to 



 

implement the State Plan. It is also important to find a permanent home for the Alzheimer’s 
State Plan to live in, given that the administration will change during the next election. The 
1115 Waiver has helped in meeting areas identified in the State Plan which includes expanding 
the availability of adult day to those individual under 60 with a diagnosis of dementia.  The 
1115 waiver also expanded eligibility of the co-pay program from 200 to 250% of the Federal 
Poverty Level. We have the approval and funds for the eligibility changes, the Division of 
Elderly Affairs just needs to write the regulations. Some of the other issues that State Plan 
looks to address include: safety and driving and legal issues and guardianship. The State Plan 
can be found on the Division of Elderly Affairs and Lt. Governor’s Websites. You can still 
send questions and comments on the State Plan.   

 
b. Transition to LogistiCare System: There is a new transportation broker, LogistiCare, who will 

be administratively responsible for non-emergency Medicaid transportation and transportation 
of the elderly over 60 years of age. LogistiCare has said the only change should be a different 
phone number. There is a May 1st go live date. As part of the contract with the state, 
LogistiCare must have someone to answer the phone and have statewide penetration. 
LogistiCare is encouraging providers to call if there is an odd situation. The LogistiCare’s 
office in Rhode Island is located in Cranston. One of the current glitches being evaluated is the 
collection of the co-pay payment from those not on Medicaid but could be awaiting 
determination.  
 

c. Report: New Look for Senior Dining: DEA was looking at why attendance at senior meal sites 
was going down. In March they rolled out a new look for senior dining. Instead of being called 
a congregate meal site they changed it to Cafes. Instead of a hot option they have the hearty 
option, instead of sandwich with sides there is the pub option, and the healthy option is called 
the spa option. There is the Northern RI Café, West Bay Café, East Bay Café, and Blackstone 
Valley Café. There have been 8 roll-out events which have attracted more users. In fact 20-35 
new individuals have signed-up. It is a public health imperative and under the OAA the state 
receives incentive funds the more meals that are provided. The service is available for anyone 
over 60 and they ask for a $3 donation and you can use SNAP benefits. No one is turned away 
if he/she cannot pay. There is still a learning curve to know the local taste, so any feedback on 
the meals to DEA is much appreciated. DEA wants specifics and wants to hear about any 
complaints.   

 
 
Meeting ended at 10:25 am   
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 27th at 9:00am  
 
 


