
 
Rhode Island Division of Elderly Affairs 

Home & Community Care Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes for March 27, 2012 

Scandinavian Home, Inc. – Retirement Center 
50 Warwick Avenue, Cranston, RI 02905  

 
In Attendance: 
Catherine Taylor; DEA, Paula Parker; DEA, Mary Ladd; DEA, Kathleen Zaroogian; DEA, Rhonda Schwartz; 
DEA, Melody Rodrigues; DEA, Carol Rosol; Diocese of Providence, Diane Gallagher; Alliance, Catherine 
Graziano; AARP, Donna McGowan; Alzheimer’s Association, Tim Flynn; GCD, Chris Murphy; Westbay 
CAP, Charles Dress; AARP, Dottie Santagata; Cornerstone-Leading Age, Cristina Amedeo; United Way, 
Katie Ryan; Attorney General, Rebecca Martish; Carelink, John Ohara; AARP, Andrew Powers; DOH, Jenn 
Bergeron, OHHS, Jen Reid; OHHS, Holly Garvey; OHHS, Colleen Rose; VNA of RI. 
 
The meeting began at 9:05 AM.  Introductions followed. 
 
Review of Minutes: No comments. 
 
Election of Committee Chairperson 
 
Paula Parker explained the duties and responsibilities of the new Committee Chairperson and informed the 
committee that a resume was received from Rebecca Martish expressing strong interest in taking on this new 
role. Rebecca is currently a Special Projects Coordinator at CareLink LeadingAge RI.  A second request was 
made to the committee asking if anyone else would be interested in taking on this role and no one expressed 
interest.  A vote was taken to elect Rebecca and the result was unanimous to elect her as the new Committee 
Chairperson. 
 
Presentation on MFP/ADRC Project-Rhonda Schwartz, DEA 
 
Rhonda gave a brief description of the MFP/ADRC Project and explained how Options Counseling would 
work and discussed the main goals of the grant. 
 
New Business/News from the Committee 
 
Holy Garvey from the Medicaid office introduced two new additions to their office, Jennifer Reid and Jennifer 
Bergeron, who will work on the Money Follows the Person grant. 
 
Several concerns were expressed regarding Transportation.  A suggestion was made to invite Amy Lapierre, of 
OHHS, to the next meeting to discuss the elderly transportation program. 
 
Future Meeting dates 
April 24, 2012 
May 22, 2012 
June 26, 2012 
September 25, 2012 
October 23, 2012 
November 27, 2012 
 
Meeting ended:  10:15am 
 
Next Meeting:    Tuesday, April 24, 2012 @ 9:00am 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Kathleen Zaroogian, DEA 


