
Rhode Island Rivers Council 
c/o RI Water Resources Board 
235 Promenade Street 
Providence, RI  02908 

RI Rivers Council minutes of May 12, 2010  Page 1 

  
 

Meeting Minutes 
May 12, 2010 

RI Department of Administration 
Conference Room B 

Providence, RI 02908 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
A. Members Present 

Ted Callender (Vice-Chair) 
Emily Cousineau 

 Paul Gonsalves 
 Guy Lefebvre (Chair) 
 Lisa McGreavy 
 Jane Sherman 
 Charlie Vandemoer 
B. Members Absent 
 Claudia Staniszewski 
 Mike Walker 
 
1.  Call to Order: 
Chair Mr. Lefebvre called the meeting to order at 4:10 pm.  
 
2.  Discussion and vote on minutes for the April 14, 2010 meeting 
The minutes were distributed to the council prior to the meeting. Ms. Sherman recommended approval 
of the minutes, seconded by Mr. Vandemoer. The minutes were unanimously adopted as written and 
distributed.   
 
3.  Recommendations regarding identification of rivers on state highway map 
Mr. Lefebvre noted that as we discussed at the previous meeting, the state tourism/highway map does 
not indicate the names of the Chipuxet and Usquepaug rivers which flow southerly to the Great Swamp. 
Mr. Lefebvre moved that the RIRC recommend that the RI Economic Development Corporation on the 
next edition of the RI map identify the Chipuxet and the Usquepaug rivers. He noted these two rivers 
are included in the USGS/RI stream gauging system and are also in close vicinity to URI. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Callender. After discussion, Mr. Lefebvre agreed to a friendly amendment by  
Ms. Sherman that the recommendation also include a request that the map be examined for revision to 
assure all rivers are identified on the state’s tourism/highway map. Mr. Vandemoer said that RIGIS has 
maps and classifications of the state’s rivers and streams, and Ms. McGreavy noted that Ms. Connie 
Carey at RIDEM has extensive information about rivers in RI. The motion as amended passed 
unanimously. 
 
4.  Recommendations regarding impervious surfaces, wetlands & flood abatement 
Ms. McGreavy reported that Scott Millar of DEM will be presenting a workshop on May 18 and 20 on 
the impervious cover impact on flooding and watershed health. Ms. McGreavy distributed the notice by 
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email to the Chair, and Mr. Lefebvre sent the information to the members of the RIRC and the 
watershed councils. The information presented will eventually be available online. 
  
The Low Impact Development (LID) Guidance Manual is being developed, with a scheduled release in 
the fall. Ms. McGreavy will check on when the report will be ready. Ms. Cousineau requested 
information on whether the LID workshop would be open to the public and watershed councils, and if 
the report will include enforcement recommendations. 
 
The State of RI has a “no net loss” wetlands policy as the state follows federal policies. Ms. McGreavy 
will send the complete response from RIDEM wetlands program coordinator Carol Murphy to council 
members regarding the council’s query about current wetlands policy. Ms. McGreavy said the response 
includes links to websites for reports on wetlands. RIDEM has been awarded a competitive USEPA 
grant to continue the development of a statewide freshwater wetland restoration strategy. The question 
was raised if the study will include recommendations for policy and regulatory changes with the 
information developed. 
  
Ms. McGreavy reported that FEMA is updating elevations for Kent, Washington and Newport counties. 
The digital flood insurance rate maps have been updated for Providence and Bristol counties. Ms. 
McGreavy will inquire as to the plans for updating the elevations for Providence and Bristol counties. 
 
5.  Integrated plan (for the Narragansett Bay Watershed & SW Rhode Island) 
Mr. Lefebvre reported that the advisory committee will meet on June 16th to receive and review updates 
of the draft plan. Mr. Lefebvre asked that RIRC members visit the website 
(http://integratedplan.wikispaces.com) to familiarize themselves with the content of the plan so that we 
can discuss this draft material at the council’s June 9th meeting to formulate recommendations. The 
information currently on the website indicates that the plan is following the layout of the Systems Level 
Plan, 2009 -2014, formulated by the of the Bays, Rivers & Watersheds Coordination Team (BRWCT) 
and states that it will be developed and used for the future development of a new watershed element in 
the state guide plan. Mr. Lefebvre and Mr. Gonsalves will follow up with Mr. Colt and Mr. Rhodes for 
further clarification. 
 
6.  Climate change preparedness & adaptation  
Council members discussed planning for the state to adapt to climate change. The CRMC has done 
significant work on the possible impact of climate change induced sea level rise on the state’s coastline. 
URI Professor Art Gold organized a workshop with student presentations from the URI College of Life 
Sciences and the Graduate School of Oceanography. Mr. Callender will ask Professor Gold about any 
reports and knowledge he has about climate action plans for the state. Mr. Callender noted that floods 
will likely occur more often due to the large influxes of atmospheric precipitation. Mr. Lefebvre noted 
that faculty and students at the Brown University Center for Environmental Studies have worked with 
state legislators to put together a bill to address climate risk reduction by creating a climate change 
commission. He said he would also check with BRWCT chair Ames Colt about the existence of official 
climate change response plans for the state.  
 
7.  Appointments 
Mr. Lefebvre wrote a letter to Governor Carcieri (copied to Senator Sosnowski) urging appointment of 
Ms. Susan Escherich and Mr. Walter Galloway to the RIRC. Mr. Lefebvre said Ms. Escherich submitted 
a letter of interest and resume to Governor Carcieri. Mr. Lefebvre said that he will check with Mr. 
Galloway to determine if he has submitted application materials to Governor Carcieri. 
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8.  Officer reports 
 
Mr. Lefebvre said that he delivered the RI Rivers Council Annual Report 2008 to Governor Carcieri, 
Senate President Paiva-Weed, Speaker Fox, Senator Sosnowski, Representative Naughton and 
Representative Handy at the State House on May 5, 2010. He provided council members with a copy of 
the cover letter dated May 5th included with transmittal of the report. Mr. Lefebvre said a meeting with 
Representative Art Handy, Chair of the House Committee on the Environment and Natural Resources, 
had been scheduled for Wednesday, May 19th at 3pm. 
 
Information for the 2009-2010 report – the annual 2009 watershed council reports – has been collected 
by Ms. Staniszewski. Ms. Sherman and Mr. Vandemoer will work on the report, along with Ms. 
Staniszewski.   
 
Ms. Cousineau reported that the council’s operating funds portion ($2,244) of the FY10 legislative grant 
will be transmitted soon to the council’s fiscal agent. Ms. Staniszewski has worked out a schedule with 
the fiscal agent for financial reports to be available for the council’s meetings.   
 
Mr. Lefebvre reported he sent a council response to the two groups that applied for designation 
recognition for the Hunt River watershed. Each response said the application was not approved due to 
being incomplete and offered a facilitator for the two groups to discuss working together. He said he 
has not received a response. Mr. Lefebvre said he will update the schedule regarding re-designations. 
 
RIDEM is still working on the content of the proposed open space bond referendum for November 
ballot. Current plans are for funding to complete the acquisition of the former Rocky Point Park land on 
Warwick Neck in Warwick, but may also include funding for the former Shooters nightclub property 
adjacent to India Point Park in Providence. 
 
Mr. Lefebvre distributed a May 5th news story and picture of the world’s largest known beaver dam, 
located in the northern part of the Alberta province of Canada. The dam is 2,800 feet long, and was 
discovered using Google Earth software. Mr. Lefebvre said the RIDEM Division of Fish & Wildlife 
occasionally maps beaver habitation in the state by watershed.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and approved unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 pm. The next 
meeting is scheduled for June 9, 2010, at 4pm. 


