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Minutes of the Council Meeting held 
September 12, 2007 
Conference Room C 

William E. Powers State Administration Building, 
One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 

 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
A. Members Present 

Joe Baer 
Ted Callender  
Gregg Cassidy (for Scott Millar) 
Guy Lefebvre 
Juan Mariscal (for Will Riverso) 
Kevin Nelson 
Sharon Pavignano 
Jane Sherman 
Claudia Staniszewski 
 

B. Members Absent 
  
  
C. Watershed Organizations in Attendance 
 Ann Morrill, Kickemuit River Council 
 Rita Holahan, Pawtuxet River Authority 
  
D. Guests in Attendance 

Heidi Green, Quonset Development Corporation 
Ames Colt, Rhode Island Bays, Rivers, & Watersheds Coordination Team 
 

E. Staff 
 Rachel Sholly 

 
 

Call to Order: 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:08 AM. 



 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 
 
1. Approval of the Minutes of Past Meetings 

The Chair requested a motion for approval of the minutes for the July 11, 2007 meeting.  
Ms. Sherman moved and Mr. Callender seconded approval of the minutes as submitted.  
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
REPORTS: 
 
2. Chair (S. Pavignano) 

Ms. Pavignano reported that the Environmental Awareness Day at Narragansett Town 
Beach held on July 21st was very well-attended.  Next year’s Beach Day is planned for the 
third Saturday in July.  DEM has expressed an interest in moving the event to a State 
beach and to coordinate it with Governor’s Bay Day.  There are several advantages to 
holding the event at Narragansett Town Beach: they provide 6 staff to help with set-up, 
tents, free lunch for all participants, and free parking and admission for all participants.  The 
State may not be able to provide that kind of support, but it is worth discussing with Mr. 
Millar.  Ms. Sherman commented that having staff people is critical for a successful event.  
Ms. Pavignano will discuss the possibilities with DEM.  She also thanked Mr. Mariscal for 
providing photography services as in past years. 
 
Ms. Pavignano reported that the Rivers Council, the Narrow River Preservation Authority, 
and the Salt Ponds Coalition worked with Bill Mott to host the August “Green Drinks,” a 
monthly gathering for the RI environmental network, at the Narragansett Beach Clubhouse.  
The event had a good turn-out and the Town is willing to make the Clubhouse available 
again next June as an introduction to the Beach Day.  Ms. Pavignano will add Rivers 
Council members to the Green Drinks mailing list. 
 
The Hunt River Watershed Association (HRWA) is preparing to apply for watershed council 
designation.  Barry Martasian, HRWA Co-Chair, led Ms. Pavignano, Mr. Callender, and Ms. 
Sholly on a tour of the Hunt watershed.  Ms. Pavignano has been working with them on 
designation; she has set up a meeting with RIF to discuss funding and has been advising 
them on bylaws.  Other watershed councils have been helping as well.  HRWA is working 
to recruit more members and volunteers. 
 
The Blackstone River Watershed Council (BRWC) and the Narrow River Preservation 
Association (NRPA) still need to be re-designated as watershed councils.  All necessary 
information has been provided.  Ms. Pavignano and Mr. Nelson will revisit the proper re-
designation procedure and will include the topic on the agenda for the October meeting. 
 
Finally, Ms. Pavignano reported on the status of the Blueways Project.  Bruce Hooke feels 
that he has completed everything that was agreed to in the contract with the Rivers 
Council.  Mr. Hooke has agreed to keep work that the Rivers Council has paid for on a 
public agency server.  Mr. Nelson was asked if he is the Rivers Council representative on 
the Blueways Project.  He reported that since there has been no official Council action, he 
is not the designated representative.  The Executive Committee will draft a letter to NPS 
stating that the Rivers Council has completed its role in terms of the Blueways website and 
that the Rivers Council will be selecting a liaison.   
 
 



 

 

3. Program Committee (G. Lefebvre) 
Mr. Lefebvre reported that, thanks to the work of Ms. Pavignano, Ms. Sholly, and Mr. 
Callender, the Watershed Stewardship Program will begin on September 19th.  The training 
has been advertised extensively and currently has 12 registrants.  Ms. Pavignano thanked 
Heidi Green who has arranged the class location at Quonset Development Corporation and 
tours of the QDC wells and wastewater facilities.  A notebook has also been prepared, 
which is geared toward the entire state.  Ms. Sholly will send the class schedule to Rivers 
Council members and to past stewards, all of whom are welcome to attend any and all 
classes. 
 

4. Funding Committee (J. Baer) 
Mr. Baer reported that the Rivers Council has currently committed all past Legislative 
funds.  FY 2008 funds still need Council action.  There is a need to consolidate the number 
of accounts.  In the near future, the Council will exhaust funds being handled by the RI 
Natural History (RINHS), leaving funds held with the Woonasquatucket River Watershed 
Council (WRWC) and the RI Water Resources Board (WRB).  Mr. Mariscal and Mr. Baer 
will discuss future disbursements.  Mr. Baer distributed a proposed budget for FY 2008 
Legislative funds.  Ms. Pavignano explained that it would be ideal if the WRB could handle 
all Rivers Council funds.  Mr. Mariscal hopes to be able to do that once the WRB fills the 
finance position.  Ms. Pavignano reported that RINHS did supply a financial statement for 
the first half of 2007, but it is necessary to compare it with Rivers Council numbers. 
 
Mr. Lefebvre asked if there is a financial commitment associated with the Rivers Council’s 
space situation.  Ms. Pavignano reported that all program related supplies are now stored 
in her basement and that all files are at the WRB, where there is also desk space that Ms. 
Sholly has been using.   
 

5. Policy Committee (J. Sherman) 
Mr. Nelson reported that revisions to Chapter 4 (on watershed management) of the Rivers 
Plan have proceeded over the summer.  A draft will be completed for review before the end 
of year.   
 

6. Legislative Committee (W. Riverso) 
Mr. Mariscal reported that he has been meeting with representatives of the Coalition for 
Water Security and the Waterways Association to craft a position on the water legislation 
created by Ken Payne and the Senate Environmental Committee.  The Rivers Council has 
not yet been discussed.  The group intends to submit a position paper in October to initiate 
discussion before the legislative session begins.  If the Rivers Council wants to take a 
formal position it would be best to submit in October as well.  Mr. Lefebvre reported that the 
House intends to develop its own water bill.  Mr. Nelson reported that Statewide Planning 
(Department of Administration) has not taken a position yet.  Ms. Staniszewski and Mr. 
Callender volunteered to be on a subcommittee to discuss this.  Ms. Pavignano will contact 
Mr. Riverso to coordinate with him as well. 
 



 

 

DISCUSSION: 
 
7. Pawtuxet River Authority – update on proposed concrete batching facility including 

DEM permitting (Rita Holahan) 
Ms. Holahan reported that an adjudication hearing was held to discuss the DEM wetlands 
permit, which has been formally appealed both by a neighborhood organization, Cranston 
Citizens for Responsible Zoning & Development, Inc. (CCRZD), and the City of Cranston.  
A ruling is yet to be issued.  DEM Director Sullivan's press release indicated that in addition 
to wetlands, Cullion Concrete will also need to apply for air and stormwater permits.  
CCRZD is seeking public comment from other groups to help oppose the facility.  Ms. 
Holahan requested that the Rivers Council consider: 1) an official letter commenting on 
environmental concerns related to the facility and, 2) possible participation at future public 
hearings, e.g., a pending zoning appeal.  The property is part of a greenway corridor along 
the Pawtuxet and the PRA is interested in an alternative open space use of this land should 
there be a settlement of this case. 
 
Mr. Callender reported that he has done some research on concrete batching facilities and 
their impacts on water and air quality.  The potential for air and water quality impact is 
significant.  Ms. Holahan added that there is a lot of wildlife in the area and the confluence 
of the Pawtuxet and Pocasset rivers (adjacent to the proposed facility) will be an important 
part of a migratory fish restoration project, including a fish ladder at Pawtuxet Falls. 
 
Mr. Lefebvre reported that he and Mr. Callender recently visited the site with Ms. Holahan.  
Mr. Lefebvre volunteered to draft a letter on behalf of the Rivers Council to DEM to express 
Rivers Council interest in the stormwater permit for the concrete batching facility along the 
Pawtuxet River.  Discussion continued regarding air and water quality permitting.   
 
Ms. Holahan also reported that the PRA is organizing a second clean-up of Pocasset River 
at the confluence with the Pawtuxet scheduled For Saturday October 13th, 8 AM to 
afternoon. 
 

8. Kickemuit River Council – update on CRMC activities and Taunton River designation 
as wild and scenic river (Ann Morrill) 
Ms. Morrill reported that the Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) is 
considering additions to Section 300.9 d3; the Kickemuit River Council supports these 
changes.  Ms. Morrill asked the Rivers Council to submit a letter of support as well.  Mr. 
Nelson made a motion for the Rivers Council to go on record with CRMC in support of the 
proposed additions to Section 300.9 d3.  Ms. Sherman seconded and all approved. 
 
Ms. Morrill also asked if the Rivers Council would support efforts to designate the Taunton 
River as wild and scenic river.  She noted that the Taunton River and Mt. Hope Bay provide 
up to 60% of Narragansett Bay’s water.  Mr. Nelson suggested that the Rivers Council 
obtain more information before writing the letter, which should be submitted by September 
17, 2007.  Ms. Pavignano will work on drafting a letter. 

 
9. FY08 budget – legislative funds and their use including watershed council grants 

Mr. Baer presented a draft FY 2008 budget.  He proposed approximately $30,500 for 
watershed council grants, with the remaining ~$14,400 divided among the Watershed 
Stewards Program, office supplies, and administrative costs (including staff). 
 



 

 

Ms. Staniszewski suggested that some funds could be allocated to continue website 
development, because it could be a good resource for watershed councils.  Mr. Mariscal 
noted that if the WRB takes over handling RC funds, the Council would have an additional 
$3,000 (saved by eliminating the fiscal agent administrative fee) that it could allocate for 
additional web development.   
 
Mr. Lefebvre felt that the Council should consider allocating $3,000 to grant writing.  Ms. 
Pavignano noted that the Council had agreed not to apply for grants for the time being.  
She added that first the Council would first have to develop projects that a grant would 
fund.   
 
Ms. Sherman asked if the proposed 300 hours of staff time would be sufficient.  Ms. 
Pavignano stated that the Program Committee would work with staff.  Staff hours were 
estimated by looking at the total hours Ms. Sholly spent on each administrative task over 
the past year.   
 
Mr. Mariscal noted that we are already well into the fiscal year and that a budget should be 
adopted by October.  He suggested reserving about 10% to be available if an unforeseen 
opportunity arises.  If those funds do not get used by a certain date, they could be made 
available to watershed councils.   
 
Discussion followed regarding who can/should handle RC funds.  Mr. Mariscal said that it is 
possible that the WRB could handle grant funds.  Mr. Lefebvre added that the Council 
could apply for a government grant, as opposed to foundation grants, which the WRB 
would be allowed to handle.  Mr. Colt commented that this is an issue which the 
Coordination Team could be informed of and could possibly make a contribution toward.  
He added that RFP’s come out without warning from unexpected government offices, and 
www.grants.gov is an effective tool.  Mr. Baer will present a revised draft of the budget at 
the next meeting. 
 

10. Legislative relations 
Ms. Sherman suggested that the Executive Committee discuss who should be approached 
for the budgeting process, importance of funds, and how funds are used.  The discussion 
will be continued next meeting. 

 
11. Other business 

Due to a conflict with the Watershed Stewardship Program, the next Rivers Council 
meeting was changed to October 10th, 3-4pm.   

 
Adjournment: 
On a motion by Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Lefebvre, the meeting adjourned at 11:04am. 
 
 

Next meeting – October 10th, 3:00 pm. 


