
RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC TRANSIT AUTHORITY

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF May 5, 2011 MEETING

Board Members Present:  Thomas Deller, Chair; Steve Durkee; and

Edward Field. 

Other Committee Members Present: John Flaherty; Kevin Flynn;

Steve Farrell; Steve Devine; and Michael Walker. 

Absent: William Kennedy; Everett Stuart; and Christopher Long. 

Also Present: Charles Odimgbe; Mark Therrien; Amy Pettine; Ellen

Mandly and members of the public whose names are on the meeting

sign-in sheet.  

Mr. Deller opened the meeting at 8:40 and asked if the Committee had

an opportunity to review the minutes of the meeting held March 11,

2011.  The members indicated they had and Mr. Field made a motion

to approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Flynn seconded the motion

and the minutes were unanimously approved. 

Mr. Deller asked Amy Pettine to give a report on the release of the

Strategic Plan.   Ms. Pettine said the plan was sent to the various

stakeholders along with a cover letter from the Chief Executive



Officer.  The plan was also released via the RIPTA website, Twitter

and Facebook and will be made available at the upcoming Providence

Business Expo.  Further, the Executive Summary of the plan is being

translated to Spanish.  Finally, staff is working on a Public Service

Announcement for release this summer.  Ms. Pettine said that overall

response to the plan has been very favorable.  

Next the Committee members discussed how to keep the message of

the Strategic Plan current now that the report has been finished and

released.  A brief discussion was held regarding plan implementation

and key action steps to be taken by RIPTA staff.  

The Committee held a discussion on the role of the Strategic

Planning Committee and the full Board of Directors from a funding

advocacy standpoint.  After this discussion there was a consensus

that first and foremost the Committee should be advocates for the

vision in the plan and that the funding is a secondary issue.  Mr. Field

said the Finance Committee should be tasked with overseeing the

funding and Michael Walker agreed saying the Committee should

remain unencumbered by the numbers and that bringing in the issue

of financing will shackle the process. 

Next Mr. Deller raised the topic of the Governor’s Transportation

Forum held April 6th at the Rhode Island Convention Center.  He said

the purpose of the forum was to build consensus this year for

transportation funding reform.  Mr. Flaherty called the event a



success saying over 200 people attended.  He then discussed

upcoming meetings he and others at CTC have planned with

members of the House and Senate.  

Mr. Deller said that staff needs to review and update RPTA’s current

Service Standards which are very outdated.  He said they also need to

take a broad look at human services transportation services provided

by RIPTA and discuss how to revise and move forward.  He said the

Strategic Planning Committee will be going on hiatus for the summer.

 The reason for the hiatus is to give RIPTA staff the time to work on

revising RIPTA’s service standards and he asked that staff be ready

with revised Service Standards when the Committee resumes

meeting in September. 

Mr. Deller asked for public comment and none was received nor was

there any old business.    

There being no further business Mr. Flynn made a motion to adjourn

the meeting and Mr. Field seconded.  The meeting was unanimously

adjourned.    

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________

Ellen M. Mandly 



Recording Secretary


