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BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE

John Lynch, Jr.

Matthew Steward

BOARD MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 

None



STAFF MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE

Peter Ragosta, Chief Administrative Officer

Sarah Harrigan, Chief of Professional Boards & Commissions

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE

Jim Morris, JD

General Counsel & Executive Director

American Board of Opticianry & National Contact Lens Examiners

PURPOSE OF SPECIAL MEETING

A special public meeting was called at the request of the RI Board of

Opticianry to view a demo of the computer based practical exam

administered by the American Board of Opticianry & National Contact

Lens Examiners (ABO). Mr. James Morris, JD, presented the demo on

behalf of ABO.

MINUTES

This exam was given to over 500 applicants working for COSTCO.

The practical exam differs from the book exam in that it tests for



competency in how to work with a patient. It has the examinee

identify what they are evaluating when working with a patient by

means of interactive image selection (i.e. examinee must select the

correct tool for cutting). Another testing example asks the examinee

to select which device performs the activity (i.e. thickness of a lens).

The exam provides a vignette with a series of questions for the

examinee to answer. For example a patient will describe a problem

and the examinee would select the answer to solve the problem and

the tool used to solve the problem. There are questions based on a

simulation of a lensometer and anything that an optician would run

into on day 1 of practice. This practical exam would take place after

the examinee has taken and passed a 125 question basic book test

(cost is $50.00). This practical exam shows real capability, not a fake

(computer game-like); real people, real glasses, and real equipment. It

is 25 questions in length (RI asks for 30 questions which Jim will look

further into); It costs $75.00 to take the exam and the applicant must

wait 6 months to re-take should they fail the exam. There are 4

different versions of the exam and the person re-taking will never get

the same exam. Applicants can go on the ABO website to practice

navigating sample exam questions so they are comfortable

maneuvering the interactive exam on the actual date of the test. There

is also a practice area for the written exam on the website. 23 states

adopt this practical exam to license opticians. The current practical

exam known as National Commission of State Opticianry Regulatory

Boards (NCSORB) has a 71% pass rate and the ABO practical exam

has a 68% pass rate.



The RI Board of Opticianry has previously agreed to adopt the ABO

test for their practical exam. The exam is given in February, May,

August, and November. It can be taken in the following

Massachusetts communities: Fall River, Auburn, Boston, Lawrence,

and Westfield. 

ADJOURNMENT

The special meeting was adjourned at 10:11 am at the conclusion of

the ABO presentation.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter Ragosta, RPh.

Chief Administrative Officer


