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 1      STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
                   NARRAGANSETT BAY COMMISSION
 2 
    In Re:  Board of Commissioners Monthly Meeting
 3 
                          DATE:  June 23, 2015
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 1      (BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING COMMENCED AT 11:05 A.M.)

 2      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: If I could ask our
 3  Commissioners to take their appointed seats, we will
 4  call the meeting to order.  Recognizing a quorum, we
 5  will call the Tuesday, June 23rd, meeting of the
 6  Narragansett Bay Commission to order.
 7  Good morning, everyone.  The first order of business
 8  is the approval of the previous minutes as presented,
 9  the previous minutes of April 27, 2015 and the previous
10  minutes of May 27, 2015.  Have all of our members had an
11  opportunity to review the previous minutes, and if so,
12  are there any comments, questions or corrections?
13      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
14      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Comments, questions or
15  corrections on the previous minutes?
16      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
17      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Hearing none, all of
18  those that are in favor will say aye.
19      THE COMMISSION: Aye.
20      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: I'm sorry, we didn't
21  take a motion, did we, Senator?
22      COMMISSIONER FARNUM: Motion.
23      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: We have a motion to
24  approve the previous minutes as presented.
25      COMMISSIONER MONTANARI: Second.
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 1      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Seconded by
 2  Commissioner Montanari.  All in favor will say aye.
 3      THE COMMISSION: Aye.
 4      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Are there any opposed?
 5      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
 6      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: There are none opposed,
 7  and the motion carries.
 8      (MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY)
 9      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Thank you, Senator, I
10  appreciate that.  The first order of business is the
11  Executive Director's Report.  Mr. Secretary, do you have
12  a report for us?
13      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Yes, I do.
14      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Proceed.
15      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Some of this you might
16  have already heard, so I'll go through it quickly
17  because you were all in the room at the last couple of
18  committee meetings.
19  At Bucklin Point, the United Water contract ends on
20  June 30th, and we've been hiring staff to take over
21  those management responsibilities.  That will actually
22  take place on June 28th.  Of the seven top positions,
23  four have been filled by internal candidates and three
24  external candidates.  All three of those work for United
25  Water or did, and two of them are former NBC employees.
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 1  They went from NBC to United Water for opportunity, and
 2  now we're getting them back for additional opportunity.
 3  At Field's Point, we also have opportunities for
 4  promotions, as some of the employees have gone from
 5  Field's Point over to Bucklin, and there's a couple of
 6  retirements coming up; so the employees are very
 7  enthusiastic about the opportunities now that are
 8  appearing before them, and we got some very qualified
 9  individuals.
10  So, from a succession planning point of view, this is
11  going to work out really well, and a large part of that
12  is due to Paul Nordstrom's planning, so I want to thank
13  Paul for that.
14  Also over at Field's Point, we're still working with
15  their irration blower problem.  We have a contractor
16  doing some work to get ready for the new centrifugal
17  blowers that will be arriving the end of July, so we can
18  get them hooked up just about as soon as they arrive on
19  site, piping, valving, the electrical supply equipment
20  pads, things of that nature, and we're still doing this
21  work under the Emergency Procurement regs as opposed to
22  the long-term solution, which you approved hiring a
23  consultant for last meeting because what we're putting
24  in place now will have to last us for at least three
25  seasons, and so that's a long time in treatment years.
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 1  But the process, the BNR process across the street,
 2  which is the bioelectrical nutrient removal, is really
 3  working well, and it's assimilated the flow from
 4  Resource Recovery, apparently seamlessly so.  We're
 5  getting good results as a result.
 6  Interceptor Maintenance, there were no dry weather
 7  overflows in May.  Engineering's getting the Phase III
 8  CSO re-evaluation report ready to submit to DEM in the
 9  next week or two.
10  Construction-wise, you can see that the lab building
11  or the regulatory compliance building is finally picking
12  up some steam and moving right along, so we're very
13  encouraged by that.
14  Finance, as you know, has been preparing the FY '16
15  budget.  You just heard a presentation on that a few
16  moments ago.  The FY '15 budget's going to close very
17  favorably.  We'll be under budget.  Karen indicated that
18  she's been before the PUC on our rate increase for
19  debt, and she's also finishing up the paperwork
20  associated with the next Clean Water financing loan.
21  The closing is July 23rd.
22  Policy, Planning and Regulation is working on an
23  event that they're planning for August 5th.  I have a
24  flyer here.  Tom, do we have any of these, extras?
25      MR. UVA: Yes, we can pass them out to the
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 1  Board today, absolutely.
 2      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Yes, why don't you do
 3  that.  On August 5th, the folks from our planning group
 4  as well as Environmental Monitoring and Engineering and
 5  Construction will be involved.  We're going to have a
 6  day-long session over at Johnson & Wales, and it's the
 7  building where they have their museum, right?
 8      MR. UVA: No.  It's farther down, Ray,
 9  towards Edgewood, that building on the left.  It's a new
10  room area that's been remodeled, and it overlooks the
11  bay.
12      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Okay, great.  So, that
13  will be in the Rhode Island Room.  We'll give you one of
14  these fliers; we'll send you more information as the
15  time gets closer, and we're going to review all our
16  environmental monitoring data, the modeling that's been
17  done on the bay, the different construction initiatives
18  that we've undertaken and the water quality results, the
19  improvements that have occurred.
20  So, I'm sure we'll see a large group of
21  environmentalists there as well as academics as well as
22  regulators because everyone has a continued interest in
23  just how great an impact our work has had on
24  Narragansett Bay.  This is an opportunity for everyone
25  who isn't quite paying attention, maybe to get really
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 1  up to speed on just how remarkable the transformation
 2  has been.  So, August 5th, 8:30 to 4, and we'll get you
 3  a flyer; we'll have them available before you leave.
 4  In Executive, we've been attending the stormwater
 5  regional study group.  We talked about stormwater a
 6  little while ago in one of the committee meetings, and
 7  their Phase II effort, which is to better define the
 8  game plan for regional solutions as well as the cost,
 9  has begun in earnest.  That will be completed next
10  spring.
11  The General Assembly session is scheduled to end any
12  day now; the Chairman mentioned that earlier.  Joanne
13  will have a brief update for us a little later in the
14  meeting, but that's something we're always keeping our
15  eyes on.
16  I'm about halfway through my meetings with all the
17  staff members.  I get out to every facility, every
18  shift.  It takes about ten separate meetings, and the
19  staff seems to be in really good spirits, and everyone
20  is, I have no problems to report.  Everyone has had some
21  very positive comments and suggestions on how we can
22  continue to make the organization better, so I wanted
23  to let you know about that.
24  The last thing I'll mention is that the National
25  Association of Clean Water Agencies will be in
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 1  Providence July 12th through the 15th.  That's the
 2  national organization that we belong to, and we can get
 3  you a detailed agenda, if Jamie hasn't already sent that
 4  out to you.  We have six commissioners that are
 5  registered right now for the conference.  If there are
 6  others that would like to attend, let Jamie know, and
 7  she'll secure additional registrations.
 8  Monday the 13th Senator Whitehouse is going to speak
 9  at the Climate Change and Resiliency Committee meeting
10  about 11 a.m.  On Tuesday Governor Raimondo will provide
11  the welcoming remarks at the opening session.  That
12  should take place about 9 a.m.
13  Tuesday night around 8:30 is the Waterfire event that
14  NACWA is paying for.  It will be just a basin lighting,
15  but you're all invited to that.  That celebrates the
16  45th anniversary of NACWA as well as the retirement of
17  NACWA's Executive Director, so it's kind of a duel
18  event.
19  Then on Wednesday, July 15th, Tom Brueckner and some
20  individuals from MWH will be making a presentation on
21  our Phase III affordability analysis.  Part of what the
22  theme of this whole program is about is financing and
23  affordability, and how do we all move forward as
24  organizations throughout the country to get the work
25  done that we're responsible for in a fashion that won't

Page 10

 1  break the backs of the ratepayers.
 2  We happen to be ahead of a lot of the organizations
 3  in the country.  There are some that are about where we
 4  are in the process of.  It should be an interesting
 5  undertaking.
 6  Then on Wednesday, the last thing is, in the
 7  afternoon, the NACWA attendees, or at least those, there
 8  will probably be a couple of dozen of them, that'll take
 9  a tour of Field's Point as well as the wind turbine
10  installation and the tunnel pump station.  So, that's
11  all I have, Mr. Chairman.
12      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Do any of our
13  Commissioners have any questions pursuant to the
14  Executive Director's Report?
15      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
16      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Questions, comments?
17      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
18      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Okay.  Moving right
19  along, Acknowledgment of Awards.  We have a number of
20  awards to be recognized this morning.  Mr. Director, do
21  you want to proceed with these acknowledgements?
22      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Yes, I will.  These
23  have been building up over the last couple of months, so
24  that's the reason why there's so many on here now.
25  You've all have been very busy, so we'll try not to keep
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 1  you here too long, so we'll start right away.
 2  The first one is the NACWA Silver Award for the
 3  Field's Point Wastewater Treatment Plant.  This means
 4  that of all the parameters that are analyzed for every
 5  day of the entire year, you cannot have more than 5
 6  excursions or exceedances of those requirements, so I
 7  think there's well over 1,500 total opportunities to get
 8  it wrong, if you will, and it has to happen less than 5
 9  times in order to receive this award.
10  So, Paul Desrosiers from the Field's Point Treatment
11  Plant, he's our new Operations Manager at Field's Point.
12  He took Carmen's place when Carmen went over to Bucklin
13  Point.  So, Paul come on up.
14      (APPLAUSE)
15      SECRETARY MARSHALL: I'm sure Paul will tell
16  you this is the result of the great staff that he has
17  over there.
18      (APPLAUSE/PHOTO TAKEN)
19      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Thank you very much,
20  and tell the guys across the street we really
21  appreciable it.
22      (APPLAUSE)
23      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Now, our Bucklin Point
24  Treatment Plan also won a NACWA Silver Award, and here
25  to accept that is Marc Pariseault, who's the Assistant
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 1  Operations Manager at Bucklin Point.
 2      (APPLAUSE/PHOTO TAKEN)
 3      SECRETARY MARSHALL: The next award is from
 4  the GFOA, the Governance Financial Officers Association.
 5  This is for Excellence in Financial Reporting, and I'd
 6  like Leah Foster, Cheryl Pescarino and Jackie Giroux
 7  come up and accept this award.
 8      (APPLAUSE/PHOTO TAKEN)
 9      SECRETARY MARSHALL: I'd just want you to
10  know that these folks are equal opportunity torturers.
11  They don't give anyone a break, including me.
12  Everything has to be perfect, every T crossed, every I
13  dotted, but that's the reason why they win the award for
14  us every year as well.
15  The next award is the American Consulting Engineers
16  Council Massachusetts Chapter Award for Engineering
17  Design Excellence.  This award was presented for the
18  work that we did over at the Field's Point Treatment
19  Plant for the biological nutrient removal contract.  Tom
20  Brueckner and Terry Cote, I'd like to have them come up
21  here and accept the award.
22      (APPLAUSE/PHOTO TAKEN)
23      SECRETARY MARSHALL: EPA Region 1
24  Environmental Merit Award.  I mentioned this to you last
25  month, I believe, and some of you received copies of the
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 1  letter that Janet Coit, the DEM Director, wrote
 2  congratulating us on this award, so I'd like Laurie
 3  Horridge and Tom Uva to come up and accept this award.
 4      (APPLAUSE/PHOTO TAKEN)
 5      SECRETARY MARSHALL: The Best Places to Work
 6  Award for 2015 is awarded by the Providence Business
 7  News, I'd like Cecile Antonelli and Brenda Smith from HR
 8  to come up and accept this award.
 9  This is the one that Bob used to tease us about how
10  when he was Executive Vice President at PUC, they always
11  finished ahead of us in the ratings.
12      (APPLAUSE/PHOTO TAKEN)
13      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Thank you very much.
14  So, that's all that's on the agenda, but while I have
15  your attention, there's one other program I would like
16  to acknowledge, and that's our education program, which
17  has been running now for probably 15 years, and every
18  year it's around 9 or 10 schools, and nearly 500 kids
19  participate in this program.
20  It was originally called the Woon Watershed Program.
21  It's being re-branded, is the term, to the NBC Watershed
22  Explorers, and it runs so smoothly and effectively, and
23  that's because of the extreme competent leadership we
24  have at the head of this, and Cynthia Morissette, will
25  you stand up and be acknowledged, please?
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 1      (APPLAUSE)
 2      SECRETARY MARSHALL: I tried to bait her
 3  into coming to the meeting last month, but she wasn't,
 4  she didn't quite catch it, so we lied to her this time
 5  and made her show up at the meeting, so I could
 6  acknowledge her in front of you.  That's it, Mr.
 7  Chairman.
 8      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: All right.  Next order
 9  of business are Committee Reports and Action Items
10  Resulting.  The first committee reporting is the
11  Construction, Engineering and Operations Committee.
12  Commissioner MacQueen, do you have a report for us
13  today?
14      COMMISSIONER MacQUEEN: We have two, Mr.
15  Chairman.  The first one is Review and Approval of
16  Resolution 2015:15, Authority to Award Contract
17  116.02C-Field's Point Tunnel Pump Station Roof
18  Replacement.
19      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Okay, Ray.
20      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Yes.  Inside the tunnel
21  pump station cavern is what we call a false roof.  It's
22  corrugated metal, it's a galvanized steel deck material,
23  and over the years it's been in there, the zinc
24  protective coating has eroded, it's actually done its
25  job, and now the galvanized steel deck panels are
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 1  rusting.  The roof support structure, which is also
 2  steel, is not, so that's in good condition.
 3  So, what we're proposing to do here is to replace the
 4  steel deck panels with fiberglass panels, and there's
 5  also a gutter system so the water that sheds off the
 6  roof goes into these rubber gutters, and those are also
 7  corroding, so we're going to replace those with PVC
 8  pipe.
 9  The cost of this project is $802,000.  We did put it
10  out to bid.  We received those bids in early June.  Hart
11  Engineering was the only bidder.  They are well know to
12  us; they're a good firm.
13  The Louis Berger Group has looked at the pricing and
14  feels that it's fair and reasonable for the work that
15  needs to be done, and as a result, we would like your
16  approval of Resolution 2015:15 in the amount of
17  $802,000, subject to MBE, WBE and EEO requirements being
18  approved by the Department of Administration.
19      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Do we need a motion?
20      COMMISSIONER MacQUEEN: So moved.
21      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: We have a motion by
22  Commissioner MacQueen to approve Resolution 2015:15.
23      COMMISSIONER MONTANARI: Second.
24      COMMISSIONER FARNUM: Second.
25      COMMISSIONER WORRELL: Second.

Page 16

 1      COMMISSIONER ROTELLA: Second.
 2      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Seconded by
 3  Commissioner Montanari, Commissioner Farnum,
 4  Commissioner Worrell and Commissioner Rotella.  Further
 5  discussion on Resolution 2015:15?
 6      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
 7      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Hearing none, all of
 8  those that are in favor will say aye.
 9      THE COMMISSION: Aye.
10      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Are there any opposed?
11      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
12      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: There are none opposed,
13  and that motion carries.
14      (MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY)
15      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Further report,
16  Commissioner MacQueen.
17      COMMISSIONER MacQUEEN: We have one other
18  one, Review and Approval of Resolution 2015:16,
19  Authorization to Enter into a Contract for Engineering
20  Services for Contract 2015:304.57D-Final design of the
21  78 inch Interceptor Replacement.
22      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Mr. Secretary.
23      SECRETARY MARSHALL: This project was
24  awarded back in April of 2013, and the consultant,
25  Stantec, did a study for us.  They studied both the
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 1  Providence River Siphon, which is the 48-inch brick
 2  sewer constructed in 1895 that extends 800 feet under
 3  the Providence River, as well as a 78 inch interceptor
 4  that the siphon discharges into, which is about 1,000
 5  feet long, before it connects to the interceptor in
 6  Allens Avenue and then flows down to Field's Point
 7  Treatment Plant.
 8  While the siphon is in good repair, as old as it is,
 9  but the 78-inch interceptor has some problems.  There's
10  some structural problems in it, there's some cracking
11  and sagging in the pipe.  We're concerned that the
12  bottom of the pipe has maintained its integrity; that's
13  called the invert, and so the recommendation by Stantec,
14  and our engineering group agrees, that 500 feet of the
15  78-inch interceptor needs to be replaced, and what this
16  contract is for is to design that 500-foot replacement.
17  The price that Stantec has provided us is $201,225 to
18  prepare the final design documents, and our engineering
19  group is asking for a 20 percent contingency to account
20  for any unforeseen problems.  That would bring the total
21  authorization up to $240,000.  That is what's contained
22  in Resolution 2015:16, and we request your approval for
23  that amount.
24      COMMISSIONER MacQUEEN: So moved.
25      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: We have a motion by
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 1  Commissioner MacQueen to approve Resolution 2015:16.
 2      COMMISSIONER MONTANARI: Second.
 3      COMMISSIONER WORRELL: Second.
 4      COMMISSIONER CARLINO: Second.
 5      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Seconded by
 6  Commissioner Montanari, Commissioner Worrell and
 7  Commissioner Carlino.  Further discussion on Resolution
 8      2015:16.  Commissioner Campbell.
 9      COMMISSIONER CAMPBELL: What does
10  replacement of this 500 foot section involve?
11      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Is Tom here?  Would you
12  like to explain it, Tom?  Oh, Kathryn's going to do it.
13  This is Kathryn Kelly from our Engineering group
14      MS. KELLY: Essentially, we're going to
15  by-pass the flow around the pipe, remove the old brick
16  pipe and put a new pipe in the exact location as the old
17  pipe.
18      COMMISSIONER CAMPBELL: So, you do this all
19  underground?
20      MS. KELLY: Yes.  It's going to be open cut,
21  so we're going to excavate the ground, remove the old
22  pipe, put the new pipe in, cover it back up.
23      COMMISSIONER CARLINO: What's the new pipe
24  made of, is it just concrete?
25      MS. KELLY: We've got to evaluate it.  It's
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 1  probably going to be some type of concrete or FRP; the
 2  engineering will determine that.
 3      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: All right.  Further
 4  comments, questions regarding resolution 2015:16?
 5      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
 6      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Hearing none, all of
 7  those that are in favor will say aye.
 8      THE COMMISSION: Aye.
 9      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Are there any opposed?
10      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
11      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: There are none opposed,
12  and that motion carries.
13      (MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY)
14      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Further business,
15  Commissioner MacQueen?
16      COMMISSIONER MacQUEEN: No further business.
17      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: No further business
18  from the CEO Committee.  Next Committee reporting is the
19  Finance Committee.  Commissioner Andrade, do you have a
20  report for us?
21      COMMISSIONER ANDRADE: Yes, I do, Mr.
22  Chairman.
23      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Proceed.
24      COMMISSIONER ANDRADE: Thank you.  We have
25  two items, two resolutions, the first is Resolution
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 1      2015:17, the Narragansett Bay Commission Fiscal Year
 2  2016 Operating Budget.  I know most of the commissioners
 3  were here for the detailed review by Karen.  If I could
 4  ask Karen to come up and just review a couple of high
 5  points so we have it on the record, please.
 6      MS. GIEBINK: There was a presentation made
 7  to the Finance Committee on May 27th that also discussed
 8  in a lot of detail the proposed budget, and in the
 9  committee today, we went over some of the changes from
10  that presentation to the Board that you have before you
11  today.
12  Overall, there's a 3.4 percent increase over the
13  prior year.  Operating and Maintenance expense is
14  actually declining by .8 percent, debt service
15  increasing by 4.8 percent, debt service coverage is
16  increasing by 5.9 percent, and there's an increase in
17  operating capital outlays of 26.2 percent.
18  I won't go into any other detail other than to let
19  you know that the budget does incorporate the transition
20  of the management of the Bucklin Point Wastewater
21  Treatment Facility from a private contractor to NBC.
22  All the details and supporting information is included
23  in the document.
24  I would like to point out in the resolution there is
25  one change from the prior year's resolution, and it has
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 1  to do with the funding of the non-union defined benefit
 2  plan.
 3  In the prior resolution under Item 8-D, if there were
 4  unspent funds in the personnel expense line items, staff
 5  would be permitted to make additional contributions to
 6  the non-union defined benefit plan.
 7  This resolution expands up to unspent funds in the
 8  budgeted operating and maintenance funds, and that's to
 9  enable us to meet the requirements as set forth in the
10  actuary report in GASBY 67 and 68, and that concludes my
11  report.
12      COMMISSIONER ANDRADE: I'd like to make a
13  motion to approve Resolution 2015:17.
14      COMMISSIONER ROTELLA: Second.
15      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: We have a motion to
16  approve Resolution 2015:17, Fiscal Year 2016 Operating
17  Budget, seconded by Commissioner Rotella.
18  Many of the commissioners were here for that
19  presentation.  Are there any questions, comments with
20  regard to the approval of the Operating Budget for Year
21  2016?  Commissioner Montanari.
22      COMMISSIONER MONTANARI: I'd just like to
23  compliment Karen and her staff on the fine job they did,
24  as usual.
25      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Thank you.  So noted.
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 1  Any other commissioners have any questions with regard
 2  to the budget?
 3      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
 4      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Hearing none, all of
 5  those that are in favor will say aye.
 6      THE COMMISSION: Aye.
 7      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Are there any opposed?
 8      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
 9      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: There are none opposed,
10  and the motion carries.
11      (MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY)
12      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Great job.  Thank you
13  very much.  Further report, Commissioner Andrade.
14      COMMISSIONER ANDRADE: Yes.  The next
15  Resolution is 2015:18.  It's a recommendation for Use of
16  Environmental Enforcement Funds.  Ray, did you want to
17  review it quickly?
18      SECRETARY MARSHALL: Sure, I'll do that.
19  This is a request for $2,500 for the Leonard Walker
20  Memorial Scholarship Fund.  Many of you remember that
21  Len Walker was a Board Member here.  He was heavily
22  involved with the Bay Commission's development and
23  progress and also was a strong educational proponent for
24  the students in the urban areas of our state, and this
25  scholarship honors his dedication to those two causes.
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 1  There is money in the Environmental Enforcement Fund
 2  to support this request, and it fits perfectly with the
 3  purpose of the Environmental Enforcement Fund activity.
 4  We recommend your approval.
 5      COMMISSIONER ANDRADE: I make a motion to
 6  approve Resolution 2015:18.
 7      COMMISSIONER MONTANARI: Second.
 8      COMMISSIONER CARLINO: Second.
 9      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Seconded by
10  Commissioner Montanari, Commissioner Carlino and
11  Chairman Mesolella.  Discussion on the matter?
12      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
13      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Hearing none, all of
14  those that are in favor will say aye.
15      THE COMMISSION: Aye.
16      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Are there any opposed?
17      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
18      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: There are none opposed,
19  and that motion carries.
20      (MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY)
21      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Further report?
22      COMMISSIONER ANDRADE: That concludes the
23  report of the Finance Committee.
24      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Thank you very much.
25  Next committee reporting is the Long Range Planning
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 1  Committee.  Commissioner Carlino, do you have a report
 2  for us today?
 3      COMMISSIONER CARLINO: Yes.  We met this
 4  afternoon.  There was no votes.  It was just a meeting
 5  on discussion of the Capital Improvement Program 2017 to
 6  '21, how it's prioritized, the projects, impacts that it
 7  would have on the ratepayers, especially with CSO III
 8  coming up.
 9  Great discussions.  There are some requests for going
10  forward for when there are projects that come before us
11  to be approved that we know what the priority was, and
12  what impacts that would be on that fiscal year and so
13  forth.  There was no vote.  It was just, basically, a
14  discussion on the CIP.
15      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Okay, great.
16  Commissioner Handy, do you have any comments that you
17  would you like to provide regarding the meeting?
18      COMMISSIONER HANDY: No.  I think it was a
19  constructive conversation.  We're just going to, the
20  staff, obviously, does a good job with prioritizing
21  these projects.  We just would like a little more
22  information as we move forward and approve individual
23  projects so we can be sure that we're prioritizing
24  appropriately, given the constraints we have with our
25  ratepayers.  Thank you.

Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Phenix Avenue, Cranston, RI 02920  www.alliedcourtreporters.com

(6) Pages 21 - 24



Narragansett Bay Commission Board of Commissioners Monthly Meeting
June 23, 2015

Page 25

 1      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Thank you, Commissioner
 2  Carlino.  Personnel Committee, Commissioner Campbell, do
 3  you have a report for us today?
 4      COMMISSIONER CAMPBELL: Yes.  The Personnel
 5  Committee met, and approved amendments to the
 6  organizational plan positions in Fiscal Year 2016
 7  Operating Budget.  The title and pay grade changes.  I'm
 8  not sure, does that require...
 9      SECRETARY MARSHALL: No.  I think the vote
10  on the budget itself takes care of it.  There were five
11  positions that were, either there was a title and pay
12  grade change or there are actually two new positions in
13  the budget, but those took the place of the existing
14  positions in the '15 budget that are presently unfilled.
15  So, everything that personnel approved is in the FY '16
16  budget programmed in already.
17      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Thank you very much,
18  Commissioner Campbell.  Rules & Regulations Committee
19  did not meet.  Commissioner DiChiro is not here, but if
20  he were here, we'd want to have a discussion with him
21  about setting some meeting dates where we can talk about
22  taking a look at and modernizing as it were, Rules &
23  Regulations, see what might be done to make our rules
24  and regulations a little more business friendly, so at
25  some future time and some dates, maybe, perhaps, during
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 1  the break, we'll schedule, try to schedule a meeting,
 2  and we'll notify all the commissioners and those wishing
 3  to attend.  Of course, we will be offered to do so.
 4  Ad Hoc Committee on Internal Ethics Committee has not
 5  met.  Executive Committee has not met, and the
 6  Compensation Committee has not met.
 7  So, moving on to Item Number 6, which is the
 8  Legislative Report, do you have a report for us today,
 9  Joanne?
10      MS. MACERONI: Mr. Chairman, as you
11  mentioned, the General Assembly is going to be recessing
12  this week, so I don't have a final report.  I will
13  prepare one once the bills go through the final process
14  this coming week.
15  One thing I would like to advise or confirm, if you
16  don't already know it, that the budget that passed the
17  House last week and it's before the Senate, the full
18  Senate today, does not include the $2.8 million scoop
19  that the original budget did.  They took it out so we
20  have our 2.8 million --
21      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Joanne, could you tell
22  us, what's the status of the bill on the laterals?
23      MS. MACERONI: There was no legislation that
24  was introduced this year regarding that, Mr. Chairman.
25      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Really?  Okay, great.
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 1  Thank you, Jo.  Citizens Advisory Committee.  Harold, do
 2  you have a report for us today?
 3      MR. GADON: Yes, Mr. Chairman.  Ray Marshall
 4  said I had too much to say already today.  The CAC did
 5  not meet last week due to a lack of quorum.  Starting in
 6  September, as offered by Ray Marshall, we'll try a lunch
 7  meeting to see if that will encourage attendance, and
 8  also review the subjects to be desired.  Two new
 9  members, Ames Colt and Richard West, will be submitted
10  for CAC membership.
11  I attended last week a PUC-NBC rate increase request
12  in the 2 percent area.  Although not the focus of the
13  PUC hearing, Commissioner Desimone, as mentioned by
14  Karen, did show a very strong interest in Phase III and
15  affordability.  With cool and professional testimony by
16  Tom, the increase was readily approved.
17  Another interesting point was that attendee, Grant
18  Dulgarian, well know by the NBC staff, was present to
19  ask questions but did not at all mention Phase III.  He
20  questioned the NBC monthly billing and some other
21  procedures, which were not part of the hearing as
22  declared by the Commissioner.  Hope you all enjoy the
23  summer, and we'll see you in September.
24      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Thank you, Harold.
25  The Chairman's Report, the Chairman doesn't have much to
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 1  report today.  I'd like you to make note that the next
 2  meeting will be on September the 29th, so we're not
 3  going to be meeting during the months of July and
 4  August, of course.
 5  However, there may be some subcommittee meetings that
 6  may be necessary to call a couple of subcommittee
 7  meetings.  Those who are able to attend, of course, we
 8  appreciate it, and if you can't, we understand summer
 9  vacations may come into play.  That may be Long-Range
10  Planning.  Of course we're keeping very active these
11  days, as well as Rules and Regulations and Finance as
12  well.
13  So, today we did approve the budget for 2016, and as
14  you know, we presented the Capital Improvement Plan last
15  month.  Over the next couple of months, I would invite
16  you to, encourage you, not invite you, but encourage you
17  to review both of these documents, get more familiar
18  with them.  If you have any questions during the course
19  of the next couple of months, if you want more
20  clarification on any of the issues contained within the
21  two documents, please do not hesitate to call either me
22  or Ray or Karen or Commissioner Andrade for
23  clarification.
24  So, I encourage you to get more familiar with this
25  document.  We're going to be, I suspect over the next
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 1  couple of months, we're going to be having a number of
 2  discussions with regard to Phase III and affordability
 3  and user fee impacts.  So, other than that, we'll be
 4  waiting to see what happens in the General Assembly.  I
 5  don't expect any adverse impacts to the Narragansett Bay
 6  Commission.
 7  I will say this:  Over the course of the last 4
 8  weeks, I've had occasion to speak with a number of
 9  legislators, and it really is refreshing to know that we
10  get the recognition that I think we so richly deserve at
11  the General Assembly.  Whenever we talk about the
12  General Assembly, oh, we don't have any problems with
13  the NBC.  NBC's good, they're the least of our problems.
14  So, it's nice to hear that, and I hear that from the
15  Senate President, the Speaker of the House, the Majority
16  Leader and even from the Governor's Office.  I pass that
17  on to all of you because your contributions and your
18  participation is recognized and appreciated.
19  So, having said that, we're moving on to New
20  Business.  Is there any new business to come before the
21  Commission today?
22      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
23      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: No New Business.  Other
24  business, Commissioner Rotella.
25      COMMISSIONER ROTELLA: Yes, Mr. Chairman,
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 1  I'd like to make a motion that we go into Executive
 2  Session pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5(a)(2).
 3      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: We have a motion to go
 4  into Executive Session through Rhode Island Laws.
 5      COMMISSIONER ANDRADE: Second
 6      COMMISSIONER FARNUM: Second.
 7      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Seconded by
 8  Commissioner Andrade, Commissioner Farnum.  All those in
 9  favor of going into Executive Session will say aye.
10      THE COMMISSION: Aye.
11      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Any opposed?
12      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
13      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: There are none opposed,
14  and the motion carries.
15      (MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY)
16      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: If I can just ask our
17  guests to excuse us for 17 minutes, at which time we
18  will be having lunch, I can assure you.  Thank you.
19  (BRIEF PAUSE, COMMISSION IN EXECUTIVE SESSION)
20      (RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION AT 12:30 P.M.)
21      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: We're now back in open
22  session.  Moving right along, Commissioner Rotella, are
23  you on Item Number 11?
24      COMMISSIONER ROTELLA: Motion to adjourn.
25      COMMISSIONER MONTANARI: Second.
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 1      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: We have a motion to
 2  adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Montanari.  All in
 3  favor of adjournment will say aye.
 4      THE COMMISSION: Aye.
 5      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: Any opposed?
 6      THE COMMISSION: (No response)
 7      CHAIRMAN MESOLELLA: There are none opposed,
 8  and the motion carries.  We are adjourned.
 9      (BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING ADJOURNED AT 12:35 P.M.)
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