
BOARD OF MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELORS AND

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTS

MINUTES OF MEETING

May 13, 2011

Open Session

The Open Session of the Board of Mental Health Counselors and

Marriage and Family Therapists was called to order on the above date

in Room 104, Cannon Building, Rhode Island Department of Health,

Three Capitol Hill, Providence, Rhode Island, pursuant to the

applicable provisions of the Open Meeting Law, so called, and other

applicable provisions of the General Laws of the State of Rhode

Island, as amended.  A quorum was established at 10:00 am.

Board members in attendance:

Dale Blumen

Noelle Harris

Joseph Costa

Elizabeth Johnson

Terrence Giblin

James Pinel

Board members not in attendance:

Ronald Mancini

Staff members in attendance:



Charles Alexandre

Rosemary Sheets

-------

The minutes of the meeting held on March 11, 2011 were presented. 

On motion of Noelle Harris, seconded by Dale Blumen, it was

unanimously voted to accept the minutes.

Business

There were no Announcements.

Distance Therapy: The Board determined that therapists providing

mental health counseling or marriage and family therapy to

individuals residing in Rhode Island must hold a Rhode Island

License.

The Board discussed proposing new language to replace the current

core curriculum required for licensure.  The board proposes requiring

mental health counselor applicants graduate from a program

approved by the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related

Educational Programs (CACREP) or demonstrate that they meet

similar education standards.  Regulatory language will be drafted and

presented at the next scheduled meeting.

Ms. Harris asked the Board to consider changing the title of the



mental health counselor to bring it in line with the title used in other

states.  Further discussion will be deferred to the next scheduled

meeting.

No applications for licensure were reviewed.

On motion of Dale Blumen, seconded by Noelle Harris, it was

unanimously voted to keep confidential all matters discussed in

Executive Session and to seal those minutes of the March 11, 2011

meeting inasmuch as fitness for licensure and ongoing disciplinary

matters were addressed.  

Adjournment

Having no further business, on motion of Dale Blumen, seconded by

Noelle Harris, it was unanimously voted to adjourn.  The Open

Session of the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Charles Alexandre

Chief, Health Professions Regulation


