
BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE AND DISCIPLINE

FULL BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING

14 JANUARY 2009

Open Session

Minutes

Board Members in Attendance:

David R. Gifford, MD, MPH, Chair

Patrick Barry, Esq.

Thomas Breslin, MD

Norm Chapman

Joan Crawley

Charles Cronin, DO

Margaret Coughlin

Robert Dinwoodie, DO

Joseph DiPietro, Esq.

Richard P. Iacobucci, MD

Noubar Kessimian MD

Board Members Absent:

Shelagh McGowan

Staff Members in Attendance:

Robert S. Crausman, MD, Chief Administrative Officer

Bruce W. McIntyre, Board General Counsel



Linda Julian, Board Investigator

Mary Salerno, Administrative Officer

Guests:

Pamela McCue, Director, Board of Nursing

James Carney, PA-C, RI Board of Physician Assistants

1.	A quorum was established at 8:30 AM.  

2.	On a motion by Dr. Kessimian seconded by Dr. Breslin it was voted

to approve the minutes of the 8 January 2009 Licensing Committee

meeting with the addition of Dr. Cronin as present at the meeting.

3. 	On a motion by Mrs. Coughlin seconded by Dr. Cronin it was voted

to approve the minutes of the Open Session of the 10 December 2008

meeting.

4.	Chief Administrative Officer’s Report:

A.	The Board welcomed new Board Member Joan Crawley who will

serve as Public Member for Elderly Affairs.  Ms. Crawley brings a very

rich history of public service and advocacy to the Board and will be a

welcomed asset.  The Board looks forward to working with her.

B.	Licensure eligibility request from Irene Belsky, MD:  After



preliminary review of materials submitted by this physician with her

request it was recommended to invite this physician to apply for

medical licensure in the State of Rhode Island.

C.	Rhode Island Hospital Quality Update on Policy Monitoring:  The

Board is pleased overall with the data presented and requests that

Rhode Island Hospital continue with quarterly reports of the same

data for another year.

D.	Proposed Draft Policy Statement:  The Board decided not to

submit an official statement regarding the participation of physicians

and other health professionals in torture at this time.

E.	Providence Journal Article regarding Disruptive Physicians:  It was

noted by several Board members that although a disruptive physician

is a serious issue many times the behavior serves to bring to light

underlying systems issues, which might otherwise go unaddressed.  

F.	Filing of Complaints and Scheduling of Hearings:  This topic is

postponed until the next meeting.

5.	Old Business:

		None presented.

6.	New Business:

		None presented.



7.	At 9:00 AM the Board adjourned to Executive Session pursuant to

Sections 46-42-4 and 42-46-5 of the Rhode Island General Laws.

8.	At 9:30 AM the Board reconvened to Open Session to discuss the

following:

	A.	Board-ordered Community Service:  The Board discussed the

overall value of a public Reprimand vs. a non-public Diversion

Contract that contains required community service.  The consensus

was that assigning community service was a powerful and useful tool

in remediation and providing needed community health care.  Issues

presented were assuring that the physicians assigned community

service are competent in clinical skills and providing specialty

services to the uninsured.

9.	At 9:00 AM the Board adjourned pursuant to Sections 46-42-4 and

42-46-5 of the Rhode Island General Laws.


