
BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE AND DISCIPLINE

FULL BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING

12 NOVEMBER 2008

Open Session

Minutes

Board Members in Attendance:

David R. Gifford, MD, MPH, Chair

Patrick Barry, Esq.

Thomas Breslin, MD

Charles Cronin, DO

Margaret Coughlin

Joseph DiPietro, Esq.

Richard P. Iacobucci, MD

Noubar Kessimian MD

Shelagh McGowan

Board Members Absent:

Norm Chapman

Robert Dinwoodie, DO

Staff Members in Attendance:

Robert S. Crausman, MD, Chief Administrative Officer

Bruce W. McIntyre, Board General Counsel

Linda Julian, Board Investigator



Mary Salerno, Administrative Officer

Guests:

James Carney, PA-C, RI Board of Physician Assistants

1.	A quorum was established at 8:40 AM.  

2.	On a motion by Ms. McGowan seconded by Mr. DiPietro it was

voted to approve the minutes of the 6 November 2008 Licensing

Committee meeting with the final approval of Bonita Siegel, MD.

3. 	On a motion by Mrs. Coughlin seconded by Mr. DiPietro it was

voted to approve the minutes of the Open Session of the 8 October

2008 meeting.

4.	Chief Administrative Officer’s Report:

	

A.	Board members were asked to review in depth the FSMB Model

Policy for the Use of Controlled Substances for the Treatment of Pain

for next month’s meeting.  A vote will be taken at that time whether to

adopt this policy for the RI Board.

B.	Mr. McIntyre led the Board in a discussion of the State Statute

regarding malpractice insurance for RI healthcare providers. 

Specifically, RIGL 42-14.1-2, (a) “The director of business regulation



shall promulgate rules and regulations requiring... all licensed health

care providers to be covered by professional liability insurance...”

was discussed.  These rules and regulations have yet to be written

and as a result the Statute is not being enforced at this time.  After

discussion it was determined that this topic was not directly related

to patient safety and will not be further addressed at this time.

C.	Dr. Gifford informed the Board that all license renewal cards will

cease to be produced and sent to licensees in the near future. 

Certificates of Issuance of an initial license will continue.  All other

license verification and renewal information and capability is

available online at the Department’s website at www.health.ri.gov. 

Requests for paper renewals are being highly discouraged.

5.	Old Business:

6.	New Business:

		None presented at this time.

7.	At 9:05 AM the Board adjourned to Executive Session pursuant to

Sections 46-42-4 and 42-46-5 of the Rhode Island General Laws.


