Long Term Care Coordinating Council

Legislative Meeting
December 11, 2013
9:00 a.m.
RI Council of Community Mental Health Organizations
40 Sharpe Drive, Suite 3
Cranston, RI

DRAFT MINUTES

1. Welcome
Sadie DeCourcy called meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.

2. Legislative items previously followed by the LTCCC
Sadie presented a handout that had a list of all of the legislative initiatives brought up in the
last legislative session. It is attached below.

S 458 Bill (National Criminal Records Check System)- This will be reintroduced in a sub A
format. The federal government has extended the federal implementation grant money to
pursue the matter for one more year; the grant will end in September.

Nicholas Oliver stated that while Lt. Governor Roberts may support this bill, many of
the home care trade associations did not endorse it. He asked if the trade organizations
were going to pay for the background checks. The determination was that the individuals
would be required to pay for their own background checks, not the employer. Kathy Heren
stated that while the bill was “watered down” at the end of the last session, the Long Term
Care Ombudsmen still supports the bill.

Nicholas Oliver stated that the bill was not directly tied to licensing, even if someone
were to commit a criminal act.

Cyndi Conant-Arp stated that there was a wrap-around provision still in place that
would not require someone to go through the check every year. It was mentioned that the
Attorney General’s office would have a constrained budget if it had to verify the checks
every year; instead, it is every three years under the bill. Kathleen Kelly asked if this bill



would interact with other systems, not just the criminal database (i.e. if someone attempts
to gain licensure, will the license system alert you to the criminal records of the person?).

Bill Flynn noted that some of these issues were resolved in the final sub A of the bill.
The final version stated that the employee would pay and it also contained the
wraparound.

Sadie stated that she would reach out to Joee from the Office of the Attorney General
and get the most recent version of the bill and also see if Joee would be available to come to
the next LTCCC legislative meeting.

H 5251 (Electronic Monitoring of Nursing Home Premises)- Kathy Heren stated that there
was a person who called her about electronic monitoring. She stated that she was
personally in opposition of it, but the bill can be discussed further if it is proposed once
again.

[t was stated that there is a paging and notification bill currently being developed. The bill
would allow caregivers to be notified when their patients are entered into a hospital due to
emergency; it would acknowledge the importance of caregivers. It will be introduced as a
resolution, not legislation.

The Aging and Community Act of 2014~ Bill Flynn noted that there have been cuts to the
Meals on Wheels program. There are discussions to rebalance the global waiver to include
community program funding. Kathy Heren asked Bill if he knew of the number of people
who were turned down because the program was reduced. He stated that the waitlist is
currently at around 100 people.

3. Other items for LTCCC consideration

Kathy Heren asked if there would be a restoration of the cuts to the SSI contribution to
rent. Currently, there is a waiver available to assist with senior housing if the adult is not on
Medicaid. Kathleen Kelly stated that they would be able to give more updates as they come.
Kathy Heren stated that her office helps people get placed into housing.

Kathy Heren also stated that her office is bound by a statute to report abuse to the
Department of Health. However, there is no requirement for the Department of Health to
give the ombudsmen a follow-up report. She requested that the LTCCC create and
introduce a statute for this situation.

Nicholas Oliver noted that there are home care organizations that are operating illegally
in Rhode Island. This is something to keep in mind and bring up for discussion at a later
time.

Sadie stated that she would make an updated version of the chart handed out at the meeting
to reflect the organizations that are involved with the bills.




