
LONG-TERM-CARE COORDINATNG COUNCIL

Full Council Meeting

Wednesday, February 2, 2005 

Room 313 ¡V State House

Providence, Rhode Island 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

 

Meeting Minutes

I. The meeting was called to order at 10:20 a.m. by Chairman Fogarty.

In attendance were:

Lt. Gov. Charles Fogarty, Chairman 

Maureen Maigret, Executive Director			Elizabeth Morancy

Corinne Calise-Russo					Patrick Quinn

Kelly Lee (rep. Cindy Arp)				Angelo Rotella

Dr. Herb Constantine					Don Williams (rep. Ray Rusin)

Gail Hebert (rep. Bob DiCenso)			Al Santos

Jim Flanagan						Karen Smith

Kathleen Spangler					Cindy Soccio

John Young (rep. Dir. Hayward)

	

Guests: 



Bob Caffrey		Kathleen Kelly		Madeline Ernest	Jim Benedict

Jack McGerhearty	Susan Leone		Judy Jones		Kathy Heron

Paula Parker		John Gage		Kathy McKeon		Kristen Pono

Terry Leary		Marie Ganim		Mary Bennett		Robert Bikash

Chris Novak		Susan Saccoccio-Olsen			Joan Kwaitkowski

John McLaughlin	Joan McLaughlin	

II. Approval of Minutes of February 2, 2005 ¡V  Upon motion of Mr.

Rotella, seconded by Mr. Quinn the minutes of the January 12, 2005

meeting were unanimously approved as distributed. 

III. Chairman¡¦s Report ¡V 

1. Chairman Fogarty reported that the 2004 Annual Report for the

LTCCC had been prepared and distributed in accordance with

statutory provisions.  All members of the Council were provided with

a copy of the annual report and it will be placed on the Council¡¦s

website.   

IV. RI HEALTH Monthly Survey Report ¡V Don Williams, Associate

Health Director, DOH (See Attachment # 1)  -- 

*NOTE:  Attachment #1 Document Distributed at the Meeting was

December Report.  This is the Correct Document.



„h Mr. Williams reported that Oakland Grove has been removed from

the list of facilities facing termination of Medicare certification as has

Haven Health Greenville Nursing facility.  He noted that Harborside

Greenwood remains on the list for potential Medicare termination on

March 9th.  Other facilities that have received deficiencies of a ¡§D¡¨

or above that are on termination track if those deficiencies are not

corrected are Village House in Newport (April 22nd termination date

potential), Haven Health in Pawtucket and Kent Genesis.  He noted

that the DHS Director can waive provisions relating to termination of

Medicaid certification in certain vents. Chairman Fogarty questioned

whether it was normal to have this number of nursing facilities sited

by the federal government for potential termination from Medicare

certification.  Mr. Williams answered that this is somewhat of a

change and may be more due to the greater level of complaints being

made and reviewed upon survey.  He said that in some instances

although an initial ¡§D¡¨ level deficiency had been corrected, upon

revisit a new level ¡§D¡¨ may have occurred.  Ms. Hawkins and

Chairman Fogarty expressed concern about the public being fairly

and adequately informed regarding these situations.  Mr. Rotello and

Ms. Hawkins spoke of the need for more training of staff if we really

want to improve care and that this was critical.  Dr. Constantine and

Mr. Quinn both spoke of the change in characteristics of the residents

and the impact this has had on staff and staffing needs regarding

training.                

V. 2006 Proposed State Budget re Long Term Care Funding ¡V



Department budget overviews:

DHS ¡V John Young, DEA ¡V Corinne Russo

HEALTH ¡V Don Williams, MHRH ¡V Kathleen Spangler

„h DHS ¡V John Young 

John Young presented for DHS.  (See Attachment #2).  Mr. Young

stated that the DHS budget is unique in that it involves taking into

consideration the November Case Load Estimating Conference which

reflected a 9.5% year to year increase in November.  In order to

accommodate this increase certain adjustments had to be made in

the budget.  He noted that there is no provider rate increase for

community service providers nor is there any adjustment for potential

costs related to Medicare Part D.  For FY06 there is a 1.8% decrease

in expenditures overall.  Proposals impacting long term care require

$3.3 million dollars in general revenue and $9.3 million in total

revenue.  Bob Caffrey commented on the lack of a rate increase for

home care providers noting that this will be the third year with no

increase and that this is problematic for the home care sector. 

Chairman Fogarty brought up the proposal regarding rate reform for

home and community care providers that was contained in the 2002

legislature¡¦s Long Term Care Reform Resolution and asked Mr.

Young if this had been developed.  Mr. Young answered that there

had been discussions but no proposal and Chairman Fogarty

requested that Mr. Young provide further information regarding this. 

Mr. Young said that a Long-Term Care Strategic Plan had been



approved by the Long Term Care Cabinet.  Mr. Santos questioned if

there was anything in the DHS budget to address the serious issue

regarding dental care for nursing home residents and Mr. Young said

no.  Mr. Rotello spoke in support of the DHS proposal to strengthen

Medicaid requirements on nursing home resident estate recovery. 

Chairman Fogarty asked if there was any money in the FY06

proposed budget to expand assisted living.  Mr. Young answered

¡§No.¡¨  Mr. Young indicated that there is a nursing home COLA of

about 3% included in the budget and there is also money to

accomplish Phase 3 of the principles of reimbursement nursing home

changes.  Chairman Fogarty questioned Mr. Young about the

changes in nursing home utilization projected at the November Case

Load Estimating Conference that resulted in a $7.9 million decrease

for nursing homes.  Mr. Young responded that this represented a

continued trend of about a 2% annual reduction in nursing home

usage being reimbursed by Medicaid.  Chairman Fogarty also asked

Mr. Young if legislation needed to be submitted for the state plan

amendment for the PACE program.  Mr. Young responded ¡§No¡¨ and

that the state plan amendment would be submitted in coordination

with the PACE application to CMS and that these would be hopefully

accomplished prior to the passage of the budget,                             

„h DEA ¡V Corinne Russo  -- (See Attachment #3)

Director Russo said that except for capital grants all community

grants were held harmless.  She reported that $.5 million for an



architectural study for a new building had been included in the

budget.  Chairman Fogarty asked if there was an increase in funds for

case management services and Director Russo said ¡§No¡¨.  Ms.

Maigret asked about changes to the DEA home and community care

waiver regarding assisted living.  Ms. McKeon answered that a waiver

amendment had been requested and she stated that already 40

persons had been provided assisted living under this waiver to date

this year.  She indicated that the total reimbursement to the assisted

living would go to $1,776 and that the payment under Medicaid is a

daily payment for support services.  Chairman Fogarty asked Director

Russo if they had tracked changes in the RIPAE program as a result

of the Medicare transitional discount program.  Director Russo said

that they have had about a 2% enrollment when it was voluntary and

that figure went up to about 9,000 persons when auto-enrollment

began.  

„h MHRH ¡V Kathleen Spangler

Acting Director Kathleen Spangler reported that in terms of the MHRH

FY06 budget there were no census changes being recommended or

any decrease in service.  The licensed bed capacity for the Eleanor

Slater Hospital is 495 beds however the average daily census ranges

between 350 and 370 with about 90 admissions per year and 135

discharges spread evenly between psychiatric and medical beds. 

Chairman Fogarty asked about the adequacy of staff at the

Zambarrano Unit and Ms. Spangler stated that postings of positions



that needed to be filled was taking place but that overtime was still

high and being addressed.  Ms. Hawkins raised the issue of a backlog

of patients needing ventilator care in community hospitals and that

this was an issue that needed discussion and follow-up.  

      

„h HEALTH ¡V Don Williams

Don Williams, Health Associate Director presented and noted the

addition of six (6) FTE¡¦s in the Governor¡¦s proposed FY2005

supplementary budget that are carried over into the FY06 proposed

budget.  (See Attachment #4).  Chairman Fogarty asked Mr. Williams if

the six (6) FTE¡¦s being recommended in the supplementary budget

and continued in the FY06 budget were sufficient.  Mr. Williams

answered ¡§No¡¨.  

     

VI. Legislation Report and Continued Recommendations ¡V M. Maigret

Nursing Home Reform Bills ¡V

	Germaine Morsilli Act (S67, H5181)

	Other nursing home reform legislation

RIPAE Protection Act of 2005, Other legislation  

„h Ms. Maigret noted that she had prepared a packet containing a

listing of the Council¡¦s legislation and either final bills that had been

introduced or drafts of other bills which had not been finalized to

date.   (See Attachment #5).  She requested that anyone with

questions contact her and noted that the RIPAE Protection Act of



2005 had been prepared in response to the concerns and issues

raised at last month¡¦s meeting.  She also noted that a congressional

resolution regarding opposition to any cuts in Medicaid had been

prepared, again in response to concerns raised particularly by Mr.

Quinn at last month¡¦s meeting.      

VII. Committee ¡V Project Report ¡V Commission Reports

A. Fall Prevention Partnership ¡V Ms. Maigret deferred this report to

the next meeting.   

 

B. LTCCC Budget Report FY2004  ¡V Ms. Maigret 

„Y Ms. Maigret noted that all departments had submitted their

financial information except DHS which was doing a final review of

the information before submitting it to Ms. Maigret.

VIII. Dental Crisis in Nursing Homes ¡V Discussion by John Gage,

Chairman of the RI Health Care Association ¡V (See Attachment # 6)

„Y Mr. Gage discussed the escalating crisis in providing oral health

care to nursing home residents.  He noted that the Medicaid payment

was less than 50% of those paid by private insurance.  He also noted

that the one vendor providing care in nursing homes in Rhode Island,

Health Drive, has lost its dentist recently and indicated to those

facilities participating that they would have to pay about $150 a



month to make up for the estimated $30,000 decrease in the dentist¡¦s

income.  Those facilities unwilling to pay this new assessment would

lose their dental services from Health Drive altogether as of March

1st.  Several Council members spoke of the severity of the situation. 

Mr. Young noted that even if the Medicaid payment rate were

increased he did not think that this would provide much relief

because of the uniqueness of the dental and oral health needs of the

nursing home residents and the unwillingness of community dentists

to serve those needs. 

IX.	Announcements and Public Comments 

„Y Karen Smith announced that the Rhode Island Association of

Facilities and Services for the Aged welcomed nine (9) adult day

service programs as new members.  

„Y Patrick Quinn announced that a new coalition had formed to

oppose any privatization of social security and that this coalition

would be having a press conference the following day, Thursday,

February 3rd at 1:00 p.m. and LTCCC members were invited to attend.

X.	Adjournment 

There being no further business, Chairman Fogarty adjourned the

meeting at 

12:00 Noon.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 9,



2005 at 10:00 

a.m. in Room 313 ¡V State House.


