
1 
 

LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 

October 20, 2014 
at the Department of Administration, 

Conference Room C - Second Floor, 
One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 

Members Attending: Cristina Amedeo, Kenneth Findlay, Rosita Hopper, Phyllis Humphrey, 
Alison Davis Maxell, Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, Joan Ress Reeves, Joan Retsinas, Rose Ellen 
Reynolds, Thomas Viall 

Members absent: Kristen Chin, Edward Garcia, Louise Herrington-Bright, Shirley Long, Phyllis 
Lynch, Robert Sloan 

Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS): Karen Andrews, Donna 
DiMichele 

Guests: Walter Dzialo; Kate Wells, Providence Public Library; Karisa Tashjian, Providence Public 
Library; Jack Martin, Providence Public Library, Director; Larry Britt, Providence Public Library 

Reporting: Karen Andrews 

Materials Distributed: 

• OLIS-COLA-RILA Event Notification for, Exploring the New Normal:  Trends in Library 
Services, November 13, 2014 at Cranston Public Library 

• HealthsourceRI leaflet 

• Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Toolkit 

I. WELCOME 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the September 15, 2014, meeting 

The meeting minutes were unanimously approved with minor changes. 

Moved by: Joan Ress Reeves 

Seconded by: Rose Ellen Reynolds 

III. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON: 

Tom extended his appreciation to Donna DiMichele for representing the Chief of Library 
Services, Karen Mellor, at the LBRI meeting and presenting the Chief of Library Services report.  
Karen Mellor is attending the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) annual meeting in 
Wyoming. 

The Chair welcomed the guests and thanked those who will be presenting LORI grant projects 
to the LBRI during the meeting. 
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An event, co-sponsored by OLIS, COLA and RILA, Exploring the New Normal:  Trends in Library 
Services, is scheduled for November 13 at Cranston Public Library from 5:30-8:30 p.m.  Board 
members are encouraged to attend with library trustees and supporters. 

Tom reported that representatives of the LBRI including himself, Joan Ress Reeves, and Ed 
Garcia, met with gubernatorial candidate Mayor Allan Fung to discuss libraries and their 
societal importance. 

Jenifer Bond, of the Rhode Island Library Association (RILA), circulated an email to libraries 
requesting information about local bond referendums that will affect libraries.  RILA will publish 
the gathered information on their website before the November 04, 2014 elections. 

IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT – Donna DiMichele 

A. Information Literacy Month 

October 2014 is ‘Information Literacy Month’ as proclaimed by Governor Lincoln Chafee 
through a proposal initiated by the Rhode Island Library Association (RILA).  In honor of 
this month, RILA and the School Librarians of Rhode Island Association (SLRI) co-
sponsored a joint-information literacy program on October 16, 2014 titled, Library Desk 
to Classroom: Homegrown Recipes for Engaging Information Literacy Instruction.  It was 
an informal sharing opportunity to view how literacy information skills are promoted in 
libraries. 

On October 16, 2014, OLIS and the Massachusetts Library Association (MLA) co-
sponsored the Annual Teen Librarian Summit in Worcester, MA.  Seventeen Rhode 
Island youth librarians participated in the event. 

B. OLIS Youth Services position 

The OLIS Youth Services position is still vacant.  Applications have been received by the 
Department of Administration and will be provided to OLIS for action. 

C. AskRI Transition 

The transition of the Statewide Reference Resource Center (SRRC) from Providence 
Community Library to the Providence Public Library is in process.  Beatrice Pulliam, 
former Head of Technology at Providence College, is the new SRRC Project Coordinator 
as of October 14, 2014.  Stacie Parillo, former Head of Collections and Digital Initiatives 
at the Newport Historical Society is the new Assistant Coordinator.  The SRRC transition 
will be completed by the end of October 2014. 

D. One Catalog 

The One Catalog project is proceeding as scheduled.  The current goal of the project is 
to have a workable demonstrable product available by the end of December 2014.  The 
HELIN consortium is the technical lead on the project, as the consortium is familiar with 
the software that bridges the two catalogs.  HELIN is working closely with Ocean State 
Libraries (OSL) on implementing the project.  The University of Rhode Island will be 
migrating their catalog to a new vendor and is unable to participate in the project at this 
time. 



3 
 

E.  Continuing Education 

Exploring the New Normal:  Trends in Library Services is a continuing education program 
sponsored by the Coalition of Library Advocates (COLA), the Rhode Island Library 
Association (RILA), and the RI Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS) that will 
take place on November 13, 2014, at Cranston Public Library from 5:30-8:30 p.m.  Event 
speakers include Jack Martin, Director of Providence Public Library, Luke Owens of 
Newport Public Library, and Mary Moen of RILA.  This is a good opportunity to introduce 
library trustees and supporters to the ‘New Normal’ in public libraries.  Displays will 
include eBook Kiosks and 3-D printers. Refreshments will be served. 

F.  LORI Grants 
Three recipients of LORI Grants were invited to present their project to the Board. 

i. Providence Public Library (PPL):  Teen Tech Squad 

Kate Wells, Director of the PPL Rhode Island Collection, presented the LORI grant 
project, Teen Tech Squad.  The project was a partnership between PPL, Brown 
University Center for Public Humanities, Providence Preservation Society, the 
Rhode Island Historical Society, and the Providence Youth Center. 

During the 2014 summer program, teens created films with iPads purchased 
with LORI funds to document and film their local neighborhoods.  The completed 
films were presented to the public on September 18, 2014, at the John Brown 
House Museum in a Gallery Night Providence event.  A selection of developed 
films was shown to the LBRI members. 

ii. Providence Public Library:  Rhode Island Family Learning Initiative (RIFLI) 

Karisa Tashjian, Director of RIFLI, reported on the LORI grant project, Computer 
Literacy for Non-Native English-Speaking Adults.  The project helped RIFLI 
implement an assessment tool to evaluate the level of competencies for people 
who do not have English as their first language. 

The goal, established and achieved, was to create a model to perform this 
assessment.  The assessment model is now being replicated.  In attendance, 
representing this LORI grant project, was Larry Britt, a teacher at RIFLI. 

iii. Archie R. Cole Junior High School:  Creating, Consuming, and Connecting 
Common Core to the Catalog 

Phyllis Humphrey, Teacher-Librarian at Archie R. Cole Jr. High School in East 
Greenwich, presented the LORI grant project, Creating, Consuming, and 
Connecting Common Core to the Catalog. 

The project had sixth and seventh graders pairing fiction and non-fiction works 
to create book trailers about the books.  The intent of the project was to develop 
support for the principles of Common Core. 
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G. HealthSourceRI  

At the Library Directors’ meeting on October 02, Marti Rosenberg, from HealthsourceRI, 
urged libraries to again engage as public information centers for people to learn about 
HealthsourceRI. 

Library Board member Christina Amedeo described the central role that RI211, a United 
Way program, is taking to support enrollment in HealthSourceRI, the State’s health 
insurance exchange. 

H. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 

Financial Literacy, in collaboration with the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB) program, has been launched in Rhode Island libraries.  Toolkits are available for 
libraries to use. 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Legislation 

The Chair and Joan Ress Reeves reported on the meeting that was held with 
gubernatorial candidate, Mayor Allan Fung.  An invitation for a meeting was also sent to 
the Gina Raimondo campaign. 

Donna DiMichele reported that Senator Reed visited Providence Public Library, 
Congressman Langevin visited Davisville Public Library, and Senator Whitehouse visited 
Newport Public Library, to view the outcomes of the LORI grant projects facilitated at 
those libraries. 

B. LORI Standards (Donna DiMichele) 

The LORI standards are progressing excellently and a solid draft of the LORI standards is 
prepared.  A comparison was made between the new Rhode Island Interlibrary Loan 
Code and the LORI Standards to remove redundancy and add consistency in language.  A 
draft will be presented to the LBRI at the November 17 meeting. 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Hiring a new Chief of Library Services. 

Interviews are scheduled for the end of the month of October 2014. 

B. Construction Regulations 

The LBRI will establish a sub-committee to revise the current caps and priorities of 
Appendix F: Construction Reimbursement. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Revision of LBRI By Laws and Review of Committees 

The Chair requested that the LBRI membership review the Vision Statement and By-laws 
contained in the LBRI Manual before the next LBRI meeting.  These documents are 
posted online on the OLIS website. 
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B. Committee Appointments 

Tom requested that members who would like to serve on either of the committees to 
review the LBRI Manual documents or the RI Public Library Trustees Manual contact 
him.  The Chair also welcomes LBRI member recommendations for non-LBRI committee 
members. 

C. Public Library Trustees Manual 

The Chair suggested that LBRI members review the current RI Public Library Trustees 
Handbook prior to the next LBRI meeting.  An OLIS website link will be sent to LBRI 
members. 

The Chair expressed goals to be accomplished by the end of the LORI 2014-2015 legislative 
session to include a new LBRI Vision Statement, revised LBRI By-laws, and a plan of action 
for the RI Public Library Trustees Manual. 

 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT and ANNOUNCEMENT 

There was no public comment. 

IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 

The next LBRI meeting is scheduled for November 17, 2014, at the Department of 
Administration, in Conference Room B. 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 

Moved by:  Rose Ellen Reynolds 

Seconded by:  Cristina Amedeo
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