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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 

September 15, 2014 
at the Department of Administration, 

Conference Room B - Second Floor, 
One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 

Members Attending: Cristina Amedeo, Kristen Chin, Kenneth Findlay, Edward Garcia, Louise 
Herrington-Bright, Rosita Hopper, Phyllis Humphrey, Alison Davis Maxell, Monica Nazareth-
Dzialo, Robert Sloan, Thomas Viall 

Members absent: Shirley Long, Phyllis Lynch, Joan Ress Reeves, Joan Retsinas, Rose Ellen 
Reynolds 

Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS): Karen Andrews, Donna 
DiMichele, Karen Mellor 

Guests: Walter Dzialo 

Reporting: Karen Andrews 

Materials Distributed: Protecting the Past – RI: Summary of Accomplishments 

I. WELCOME 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:25 p.m. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the May 19, 2014, meeting 

The meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Moved by: Ed Garcia 

Seconded by: Monica Nazareth-Dzialo 

III. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON: 

Karen Mellor presented an orientation of the LBRI and an updated LBRI Manual for new and 
current LBRI members prior to the LBRI meeting.  Members unable to attend the meeting can 
review the updated manual on the OLIS website. 

IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 

A. LBRI Manual 

Karen Mellor will distribute a link for the LBRI manual posted on the OLIS website.  
Members were asked to advise Karen Andrews if they would like a new LBRI Manual 
binder. 

B. State Budget 

Rhode Island state government is currently in fiscal year 2015.  OLIS is working on the 
2016 budget and, at this time, it appears that OLIS will be funded for 12 full-time staff 
members for 2016. 
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C. Youth Services 

i. Staffing and Coverage 

Youth Services Coordinator Cheryl Space resigned from her position at OLIS.  The 
responsibilities for this position have been transitioned to other OLIS staff 
members until the position is filled. 

D. AskRI  

i. Transition 

The transition of the Statewide Reference Resource Center from Providence 
Community Library to Providence Public Library is progressing.  AskRI staff from 
Providence Community Library has been retained while Providence Public Library 
hires and trains staff. 

ii. Survey 

A survey on AskRI services and resources was conducted in May/June 2014.  The 
results of the survey will be posted on the OLIS website and were beneficial in 
determining the products and services that were purchased for AskRI for the 
upcoming year. 

E.  LORI Grants 

LORI grants totaling $202,000 were awarded to nine libraries for a variety of projects.  
Congressman Langevin visited the Davisville Free Library for their Early Literacy Program 
that was in collaboration with Crossroads Rhode Island.  On September 18, 2014, from 
5:30 – 8 p.m. at the RI Historical Society’s John Brown House, there will be a gallery 
showing of the Teen Tech Squad project that was conducted by Providence Public 
Library.  On Sept. 19, Senator Jack Reed will be visiting Providence Public Library to view 
the results of the LORI grant to the RI Family Literacy Initiative and the IMLS- All-Access 
grant. 

F.  Protecting the Past - RI (Donna DiMichele) 

Protecting the Past was a statewide preservation initiative that served to prepare 
cultural heritage organizations if they should need to respond to a disaster in a library.  
The initiative was concluded in May 2014 and the final report for the initiative was 
submitted to the IMLS at the end of August 2014.  Donna distributed a handout to the 
group that summarized the project’s accomplishments.  The OLIS website will continue 
to provide preservation resource links. 

G. One Catalog 

The One Catalog project will connect the catalogs of the Ocean State Libraries (OSL) 
consortium and the HELIN academic library consortium.  Brown University and the 
University of Rhode Island will not participate in the project at this time, but will 
continue sharing materials as LORI libraries.  The RI School of Design is not a HELIN 
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library and also will not participate.  The project is funded through a state-funded LORI 
grant. 

H. Continuing Education 

OLIS has posted the Continuing Education calendar for September 2014 – 
January/February 2015. 

i. DLT 

The Department of Labor and Training now requires individuals seeking 
unemployment compensation to post their resume on EmployRI within six 
weeks of filing an unemployment compensation claim.  Three training sessions 
are scheduled for library staff in September, October, and November to assist 
applicants with the resume posting requirement.  This requirement applies only 
to new claim requestors filed after Sept. 1. 

ii. Financial Literacy 

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) and the Rhode Island Library 
Association (RILA) are partnering with OLIS to promote financial education 
programs at libraries across the state.  The program launches on October 9, 
2014, at the Cumberland Public Library and includes speakers from CFPB, the RI 
Treasurer’s Office, Jumpstart, and other financial partners, as well as librarians 
who have hosted financial education programs at their libraries in the past 
during RILA’s Money Smart Week. 

iii.  Trustee Event 

OLIS is working with the Coalition of Library Advocates (COLA) and RILA to offer 
an event for library Trustees and Friends to examine current and future library 
trends. Speakers from RI libraries will discuss and demonstrate how they are 
incorporating new technologies and services to their library model to meet 
changing community needs.  The event will take place in November. 

I.  IMLS Grant to URI: Media Smart Libraries 

The University Of Rhode Island Harrington School Of Communication was awarded an 
IMLS Grant to bring media-literacy training to libraries.  OLIS is a partner on the grant 
along with the Providence Children’s Film Festival.  The project will examine how 
effective media is created and viewed, with a focus on youth and families, and will 
include training for librarians through OLIS Continuing Education programs and 
curriculum at the URI Graduate School of Library and Information Studies. 

Motion to Approve: Ed Garcia 

Seconded by: Ken Findlay 

The report of the Chief of Library Services was unanimously accepted. 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Legislation 
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Ed Garcia recommended that the LBRI schedule meetings with the RI gubernatorial 
candidates to discuss libraries and the role that libraries hold in the community. 

Tom Viall asked LBRI members to view the OLIS website for pending library legislation, 
and to contact other members if they become aware of legislation that will impact 
libraries. 

Karen Mellor spoke about the upcoming changes to the E-Rate program that provides 
reimbursement to libraries for telephone and internet communications.  OLIS will work 
with the Office of Digital Excellence and the RI Department of Education to review 
changes to the E-Rate program and the impact on libraries. 

In the past legislative session, OLIS was appointed a seat on the Career Pathways System 
advisory council to the Governor’s Workforce Board. 

B. LORI Standards (Donna DiMichele) 

Since May 2014, the eleven-member LORI Standards committee has met eight times.  
The committee has developed definitions and a glossary, revised the RI Interlibrary Loan 
Code, and reviewed the current LORI standards.  The goal of the committee is to present 
a draft to the LBRI at the October 2014 LBRI meeting. 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Hiring a new Chief of Library Services 

The job announcement for the Chief of Library Services was posted in August and 
interviews will be conducted to fill the position. 

B. Construction Regulations 

The construction regulations Appendix F (reimbursement cost per square foot) will be 
reviewed by a small committee later this year.   

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. West Broadway Elementary School Library 

The West Broadway Elementary School Library has reached out to the community in 
search of resources for the library.  Some public libraries have sent the school an 
assortment of books to help build their collection.  OLIS does not provide funding for 
school libraries but does provide free resources through AskRI. 

B. URI Graduate School of Library and Information Studies (GSLIS) 

Ed Garcia expressed his concern about the lack of resources being provided for the 
University of Rhode Island GSLIS program.  The school’s American Library Association 
accreditation is due for renewal in 2017.  The school has lost staff due to retirement and 
the director of the School Library Media Specialist program is currently on leave while 
she serves as Dean of the URI library.  The Chair will write a letter to share the concerns 
expressed by the LBRI Board and the item will be placed in the Unfinished Business 
section of the LBRI agenda for October 20, 2014. 
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C. LBRI By Laws Revision and Committee Charges 

This item was tabled until the October 20, 2014 meeting. 

D. OLIS Trustee Manual Revision 

This item was tabled until the October 20, 2014 meeting 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT and ANNOUNCEMENT 

Monica Nazareth-Dzialo advised that Talking Book Plus patrons are eligible for a new currency 
reader. 

IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 

A. 2014-2015 proposed schedule 

The proposed 2014-2015 LBRI Meeting Schedule was unanimously accepted. 

The next LBRI meeting is scheduled for October 20, 2014, at the Department of Administration 
in Conference Room B. 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 

Moved by:  Monica Nazareth-Dzialo 

Seconded by:  Ed Garcia
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