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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 

June 16, 2014 
at the William Hall Library 

1825 Broad Street, Cranston, RI 02905 

Members Attending: Kristen Chin, Edward Garcia, Bart Hollingsworth, Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, 
Joan Retsinas, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Mary Ann Slocomb, Carol Terry, Thomas Viall 

Members absent: Kenneth Findlay, Louise Herrington-Bright, Phyllis Humphrey, Shirley Long, 
Phyllis Lynch, Joan Ress Reeves 

Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS): Karen Andrews, Donna 
DiMichele, Karen Mellor 

Guests: None 

Reporting: Karen Andrews 

Materials Distributed: None 

I. WELCOME 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the May 19, 2014, meeting 

The meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Moved by: Bart Hollingsworth 

Seconded by: Monica Nazareth-Dzialo 

III. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON: 

The Chair extended his thanks to Rose Ellen Reynolds for presiding over the May 19, 2014, LBRI 
meeting in his absence, and to Ed Garcia for hosting the April, May, and June LBRI meetings at 
Cranston’s William Hall Library.  Tom thanked LBRI members for their updates about legislative 
issues. 

Tom attended the Pew Research presentation by Lee Rainie, Director of Pew Research Center 
Internet and American Life Project, at the RILA conference, on June 3. Pew Research regularly 
conducts national surveys on libraries; the reports are informative and Tom recommends 
signing up for alerts on such reports. 

The Chair attended the national launch of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s (CFPB) 
financial literacy program at the Marian J. Mohr Memorial Library in Johnston on Monday, June 
16. CFPB’s financial literacy program, which is taking place at libraries across the country, will 
be a collaboration between CFPB, OLIS and the RI Library Association; RI is the first state to 
launch a statewide campaign.  Senator Jack Reed, CFPB Director Richard Cordray, RILA 
President Jenifer Bond, and Karen Mellor were at the library to announce the partnership. 
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IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 

A. State Budget 

The RI state budget passed the House Finance committee and went to the Senate for 
ratification.  The budget contains a decrease of funding for OLIS. 

B. AskRI  

i. Award 

Providence Public Library (PPL) was awarded the two-year contract to be the 
Statewide Reference Resource Center (SRRC).  PPL was the only bidder for the 
SRRC contract. 

ii. Transition 

Providence Community Library will manage the transition of the SRRC to PPL 
with funding from OLIS.  The AskRI reference librarians will begin working with 
Providence Public Library on July 1, and AskRI operations will transition to PPL 
during the summer months. 

iii. Survey 

An AskRI survey is in process.  Survey results will be made available to LBRI 
members upon completion.  The survey is requesting information about the 
databases and services being used by libraries. 

C. Protecting the Past-RI – Donna DiMichele 

Protecting-the-Past held its final meeting in May.  OLIS will continue to participate in any 
future iteration of Protecting-the-Past but not in a leadership role.  OLIS will take 
responsibility for the emergency support function for Protection of Cultural Resources 
and Historic Properties, and Rhode Island dPlan.  A Steering Committee follow-up 
conference call to determine who will take leadership is scheduled for July 9, 2014. 

D. Youth Services 

i. KRARI 

The Kids Reading Across Rhode Island event took place on May 31, 2014 at the 
State House.  The event had the highest attendance to date with 500-600 
attendees. 

ii. Fizz Boom Read, Spark A Reaction, Literary Elements 

The Summer Reading Program will begin at the State’s local libraries next week.  
The reading program themes for this year are science related. 

E.  Edge Assessment and Impact Survey Report 

Public libraries are using the Edge Assessment and the Impact Survey for assessing and 
planning public library technology. The Edge Assessment enables libraries to assess their 
technology, understand how it is being used, and formulate a strategic plan for 
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technology in the library.  OLIS can review the results of the survey to determine how to 
better support libraries in the area of technology planning. 

The Impact Survey surveys end-users about their use of technology in the library.  
Libraries can embed a link in their website asking patrons to take the survey.  The survey 
provides statistics and information on computer use and includes formatted reports 
that document how the community uses library technology. 

F.  Counting Opinions 

OLIS has contracted with Counting Opinions to use their LibPAS tool for collecting public 
library annual report data.  In addition to gathering required federal data and grant-in-
aid application information, Counting Opinions can also be used by libraries to produce 
comparative reports of library statistics.  The Counting Opinions service also includes a 
module for public libraries to register summer reading program participants online; 
participants can use the program to track their reading progress during the summer. 

G. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) Financial Literacy Program 

The Chief further discussed the launch of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s 
financial literacy program, which OLIS plans to launch in RI this fall.  Approximately 50-
60 librarians, library supporters and others interested in financial literacy attended the 
event.  OLIS will work with the RI Library Association (RILA) on the financial literacy 
program, combining the resources and successes of RILA’s Money Smart Week with the 
resources of CFPB to craft a year long program. 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Legislation 

Rose Ellen Reynolds reported on legislation that impacts OLIS and libraries.  The 
Broadband Advisory Committee legislation is being held for further study.  Bill 7696, 
creating a Career Pathways advisory committee for the Governor’s Workforce Board, 
would add OLIS to the advisory committee.  A list of the current legislation involving 
libraries will be forthcoming. 

B. LORI Standards 

Donna DiMichele reported that the LORI Standards review committee met on May 28 
and June 11, and determined that the LORI standard and the Interlibrary Loan Code 
require revision.  

The revision charge from the committee’s finding will be sent to the LBRI by email.   

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Hiring a new Chief of Library Services 

There was no update at this time. 

B. Board Vacancies 
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The nominations, to fill board vacancies and for members whose appointments have 
expired, were submitted by the Governor and heard by the Senate Committee on 
Education.  There are three nominees for the LBRI positions including Dr. Rosita Hopper 
for Academic Libraries, Alison Davis Maxell for Special Libraries, and Cristina M. Amedeo 
for General Library User.  A letter was received today from the Governor’s office about a 
member nomination to fill the Public Library Trustee position. 

The Chair thanked the departing LBRI members, Bart Hollingsworth, Mary Ann Slocomb 
and Carol Terry for their service. 

C. One Catalog 

A $63,200 grant for One Catalog has been awarded to Ocean State Libraries (OSL) to 
work with the HELIN consortium to develop a shared access catalog.  The shared access 
catalog will bring together the OSL and HELIN catalogs.  The next steps will be setting up 
a Memorandum of Agreement and establishing a committee to oversee the 
implementation of the project. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

Ed Garcia has been re-elected to the American Library Association Council for a three-year 
term, and appointed by Governor Chafee to the newly-created Council of Economic Advisors for 
a three-year term. 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT and ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Rhode Island State Law Librarian, Karen Quinn, is retiring at the end of June 2014. 

IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 

The next meeting is scheduled for September 15, 2014, at the Department of Administration in 
Conference Room B. 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:42 p.m. 

Moved by:  Kristen Chin 

Seconded by:  Mary Ann Slocomb
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