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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 

March 17, 2014 
at the Department of Administration, 

Conference Room B - Second Floor, 
One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 

Members Attending: Kristen Chin, Kenneth Findlay, Edward Garcia, Louise Herrington-Bright, 
Bart Hollingsworth, Phyllis Humphrey, Shirley Long, Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, Joan Ress Reeves, 
Joan Retsinas, Carol Terry, Thomas Viall 

Members absent: Phyllis Lynch, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Mary Ann Slocomb 

Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS): Karen Andrews, Donna 
DiMichele, Karen Mellor 

Guests: William Anger, Miriam Hospital, Association of Rhode Island Health Science Libraries; 
Eileen Dyer, Providence Community Library, Co-chair of the Rhode Island Library Association’s 
Legislative Committee; Mr. Dzialo; Sarah DeVito, guest of Phyllis Humphrey 

Reporting: Karen Andrews 

Materials Distributed:   

• Plain, Bob. (March 13, 2014). State library funding rewards Barrington, punishes Central 
Falls. Retrieved from http://www.rifuture.org/how-state-library-funding-rewards-
barrington-and-punishes-central-falls.html 

I. WELCOME 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the February 24, 2014 meeting 

The meeting minutes were unanimously approved with minor changes. 

Moved by: Bart Hollingsworth 

Seconded by: Ed Garcia 

III. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON 

Tom Viall thanked the Library Board members for their review of the letter that he sent to the 
State of Rhode Island House Finance Committee.  The House Finance Committee meets on 
Wednesday, March 19, at 1 p.m.  The only agenda item for the House Finance Committee 
meeting is the State of RI Department of Administration Budget that should include OLIS.  If the 
agenda item does include OLIS, the Chair will request to testify in order to reiterate the 
message sent in the letter.  The Chair encouraged Library Board members to attend the House 
Finance Meeting to support the return of funding for a thirteen-member OLIS staff. 

http://www.rifuture.org/how-state-library-funding-rewards-barrington-and-punishes-central-falls.html
http://www.rifuture.org/how-state-library-funding-rewards-barrington-and-punishes-central-falls.html
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IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 

A. One Catalog 

The One Catalog group has completed the vendor demonstrations.  The One Catalog 
group will issue a report at the beginning of April with an evaluation of the products 
reviewed in the demonstrations and the group’s recommendations for further action. 

B. AskRI RFP 

The Statewide Reference Resource Center Request for Proposals will be posted this 
week on the OLIS website. 

C. AskRI updates 

The trial of the Reference USA database is currently being delayed because of technical 
issues.  A reference librarian from AskRI has left to take another position and the 
Providence Community Library is seeking a librarian to fill the position. 

D. NLLD 2014 (May 5 & 6) 

Please register as soon as possible for the NLLD event as the room at the Liaison Hotel in 
Washington DC, where the event is being held, has a maximum capacity.  American 
Library Association membership is a not a requirement for registration for NLLD. 

E. LORI delivery service customer satisfaction survey - Donna DiMichele 

A survey was distributed on March 13 to 239 library directors, LORI liaisons, and ILL 
contacts to assess satisfaction with LORI delivery.  There are currently 88 responses. 
Donna DiMichele will report the survey results at the next LBRI meeting. 

F.  RFP for delivery - Donna DiMichele 

To encourage input from the libraries regarding the RFP for delivery, a committee will 
be established with members from each type of library.  The current vendor contract 
expires in 2015. 

G. Protecting the Past - RI funding - Donna DiMichele 

Protecting the Past - RI funding will end at the end of May 2014 and a report will be 
submitted to the IMLS.  RIEMA and FEMA have made OLIS aware that grant funding 
under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program is available for Protecting the Past - RI.  The 
RI Historical Society will apply for the grant on the project’s behalf.  Should the grant be 
awarded, it will support Protecting the Past - RI activities planned as a result of the 
summit held in December 2013. 

H. RI Council for the Humanities - Donna DiMichele 

Donna is part of the business planning process for the RI Council for the Humanities 
(RICH), the parent organization for the RI Center for the Book.  A small group of people 
is creating a business plan for the RI Center for the Book at RICH.  Louise Moulton of the 
RI Center for the Book and Donna DiMichele were selected to participate in the group. 
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I. Pew Report  

There is a new report out from the Pew Research Internet Project titled, From Distant 
Admirers to Library Lovers–and beyond: A typology of public library engagement in 
America.  The national study reports on users of public libraries.  Lee Rainee, Director of 
Pew Research Center’s Internet and American Life Project, will be at the Rhode Island 
Library Association conference on June 2 -3, 2014, at Salve Regina University. 

J.  LORI Grants 

There were 29 LORI Grant applications received requesting a total of $622,000. 

Motion to approve: Joan Retsinas 

Seconded by: Ken Findlay 

The report of the Chief Library Officer was unanimously accepted. 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Legislation 

• Bill H7634, the Broadband Commission bill, has been introduced by 
Representative Linda Finn.  The language of the bill has been changed to include 
additional commission members but does not include OLIS.  OLIS is investigating 
adding OLIS as a commission member.  

• Bill H7942, Section 1 defines that ‘except with respect to libraries the term 
"meeting" shall apply only to meetings of the board of directors.’ 

• Bill H7764 (libraries as child safe zones, prohibiting the hiring of sex offenders):  
The Chair recommended that the bill is not a LBRI matter. 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Hiring a new Chief of Library Services 

There is no update at this time. 

B. Board Vacancies 

The Chair has a docket of LBRI member recommendations for the Governor’s office.  
Bart Hollingsworth, Carol Terry, Mary Ann Slocomb, Phyllis Humphrey, and Ed Garcia 
will leave the board at the end of their tenures. 

C. LORI Standards 

LORI Standards will be discussed in April following the LORI certifications. 

D. Construction Reimbursement 

Appendix F: Current Caps and Priorities will be discussed in April following the LORI 
certifications. 
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E. LORI Grant Review 

Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, Joan Retsinas, Bart Hollingsworth, Tom Viall, and Ken Findlay 
volunteered to participate in the LORI grant review process.  Former and present OLIS 
staff members will be invited to participate in the LORI grant reviews.  Karen Mellor 
requested additional recommendations for grant readers. 

F.  RRC Grant Review 

The SRRC request for proposal is scheduled to be posted next week.  Libraries interested 
in the proposal will be requested to return applications by the middle of April. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. RIFuture.org 

The LBRI discussed an article published on RIFuture.org.  The article, State library 
funding rewards Barrington, punishes Central Falls, was written by Bob Plain. 

B. Wood River Free Press 

In a recent edition, The Wood River Free Press, located in Westerly, RI, published a 
glowing article about ebooks.  

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT and ANNOUNCEMENT    

A. Ms. Eileen Dyer, Co-chair of the Rhode Island Library Association’s Legislative 
Committee, announced that the RILA Legislative Committee is working with a lobbyist 
and the library community to have the General Assembly fully fund grant-in-aid at 25% 
per RIGL 29-6 2. 

IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 

The next meeting is scheduled for April 28, 2014. 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 

Moved by: Ed Garcia 

Seconded by: Joan Ress Reeves 
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