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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 
January 13, 2014 

at the Department of Administration, 
Conference Room B - Second Floor, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 
 
Members Attending: Kristen Chin, Kenneth Findlay, Edward Garcia, Louise 
Herrington-Bright, Bart Hollingsworth, Phyllis Humphrey, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Joan 
Ress Reeves, Carol Terry 
 
Members Absent: Shirley Long, Phyllis Lynch, Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, Joan 
Retsinas, Mary Ann Slocomb, Thomas Viall 
 
Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS): Karen 
Andrews, Donna DiMichele, Karen Mellor 
 
Guests: William Anger, Miriam Hospital Library 
 
Reporting: Karen Andrews 
 
Materials Distributed: None 
 

I. WELCOME 
Rose Ellen Reynolds, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the October 21, 2013, meeting 
The meeting minutes were approved. 
 
Moved by: Joan Ress Reeves 
Seconded by: Bart Hollingsworth 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the December 16, 2013, meeting 
With minor changes, the meeting minutes were approved. 
 
Moved by: Joan Ress Reeves 
Seconded by: Louise Herrington-Bright 
 

III. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON: 
The annual COLA meeting takes place on February 11, 2014, from 5-7 p.m. at the RI 
State House. The COLA meeting follows the annual Rhode Island Library Association 
Legislative Day. Howard Boksenbaum will be named the ‘Sweetheart of the Year’.  
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Board members were asked to contact the Chair if they would like to remain on the 
Library Board or leave the Library Board at the end of their term.  The appointment 
and reappointment of LBRI members is found in RI General Law § 29-3.1-3.1. 
 

IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 
Donna DiMichele has been reappointed to the Rhode Island Historical Records 
Advisory Board for a three-year term expiring in January 2017. 
 
New Public Library Directors 
Brigitte Hopkins, previously director of the West Warwick Public Library, has been 
named as the new executive director of the Westerly Public Library. Providence 
Public Library has named Jack Martin, formerly of the New York Public Library, as 
their new executive director. There is an announcement on Rhodarian.  
 
2015 State Budget & LSTA 
The RI State Budget is due to be released on Wednesday, January 15, 2014.  The 
LSTA budget has passed Congress, and the American Library Association is 
spearheading a campaign to get LSTA funding restored to pre-sequestration levels. 
 
IMLS-LSTA – Donna DiMichele 
OLIS completed its state program report to the IMLS which reports on the federal 
grant and all the projects funded by the grant. The report was submitted on time and 
included the OLIS fiscal report.  
 
OLIS is conducting a survey of staff time used for OLIS projects. The time survey is a 
federal requirement under the Code of Federal Regulations for agencies that receive 
federal funding.  
 
Protecting the Past – Donna DiMichele 
The Protecting the Past – RI federal grant for preservation and disaster preparedness 
has been extended through May 2014. This extension will allow the project manager 
to follow through with initiatives from the successful Emergency Support Function #11 
Summit of December 04, 2013. This extension will conclude the three-year grant 
program. 
  
LORI Updates – Donna DiMichele 
The annual certification will begin on Wednesday, January 15, 2014. OLIS staff has 
been creating new forms for this process. The survey now includes a technology 
assessment rather than a technology scan.  A customer satisfaction survey regarding 
the delivery service is scheduled for the library community. The LORI resource 
sharing working group is working on the One Catalog project and vendor 
demonstrations have been scheduled for February. 
 
Talking Books Plus – Request For Proposal 
Perkins Institute of Watertown was awarded the contract for Talking Books Plus, 
which is effective as of January 1, 2014. Perkins is providing additional services in the 
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new contract, including duplication on demand and more local titles. They will also 
handle interlibrary loans.  
 
AskRI 
National Public Radio has been running AskRI ads and, beginning in January, there 
will be redesigned AskRI bus ads. As the two-year contract with Providence 
Community Library is expiring, a Request for Proposals will be posted on the OLIS 
website to solicit libraries interested in providing services as the Statewide Reference 
Resource Center.  
 
LSTA Sub-Grants 
Federal funding may be available for LORI grants pending review of the revised 2014 
and 2015 State budget after they are released. A subcommittee of the Board will be 
formed to review grant proposals. 
 
Ken Findlay pointed out that a LORI Grant gave a great start to a now-ongoing 
program at the Adult Correctional Institution (ACI). He recognized Joan Retsinas for 
an article she wrote in Rhode Island Prime Time about volunteers in the Books 
Beyond program at the ACI. This program is being mirrored by South Carolina.  
 
National Library Legislation Day 2014 – May 5 & 6 
Registration for the National Library Legislation Day opens in late January 2014.  
Karen Andrews will be coordinating the effort with direction from Donna DiMichele and 
will contact LBRI members with registration information. 
 
Essential Libraries Notes – Donna DiMichele  
Donna requested that members, present at the Essential Libraries seminar in 
November, advise her of major items mentioned at the seminar break-out sessions 
that were not included in the notes distributed prior to the meeting.  
 
HELIN Conference 
The HELIN Conference will be held on Wednesday, January 15, 2014, at Bryant 
University and a report on the conference will be presented at the next LBRI meeting. 
The director of the Digital Public Library of America will be a speaker at the event.  

 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Rose Ellen Reynolds reported that the RI Finance committee membership is being 
finalized at this time. Karen Mellor reported that LBRI members will be notified of any 
pending library legislation and that the bill information will be posted on the OLIS 
website. 
  
Ed Garcia asked if OLIS and the Attorney General had determined that libraries were 
compliant with the Homeless Bill of Rights legislation.  Karen Mellor affirmed that 
libraries are not to discriminate based on a person’s address when they issue library 
cards to patrons.   
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Ed Garcia inquired if meetings should be scheduled with gubernatorial candidates. 
Rose Ellen Reynolds recommended that there be some form of communication with 
candidates in late spring or summer. Karen Mellor suggested that materials issued to 
the candidates highlight library services to the general public and job seekers. 
 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. Hiring a new Chief of Library Services – There is no update to report at this 
 time. Karen Mellor will report any updated information related to OLIS that may 
 appear in the budget. 
 
B. Board Vacancies – LBRI members are requested to advise Tom Viall whether 

they want to stay on the Library Board or leave the Library Board when their 
tenure is complete. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
LORI Standards:  Karen Mellor recommended to the LBRI that the LORI standards 
be fully rewritten and requested that the LBRI establish a committee to facilitate the 
rewrite. Ken Findlay made a motion for the LBRI to establish a committee to create 
the standards. Joan Ress Reeves seconded the motion and the motion passed. The 
Vice-Chair requested that LBRI members who would like to serve on the committee 
volunteer by the March LBRI meeting.  Those who wish to volunteer or who have 
recommendations for the committee should forward that information to Karen Mellor.  
Committee work would not begin until April. 
 
Construction Reimbursement – Appendix F: Current Caps and Priorities: The 
revisions to Appendix F will not be lengthy and OLIS will survey construction costs in 
New England prior to the revision. LBRI members that would like to participate in the 
revision review were requested to volunteer by the March LBRI meeting. 
 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT and ANNOUNCEMENT 
Mr. William Anger, librarian at the Miriam Hospital, attended the meeting at the 
invitation of Mary Ann Slocomb and introduced himself to the membership.   
 

IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 24, 2014. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:22 p.m.         
 
Moved by:  Phyllis Humphrey 
Seconded by:  Ken Findlay 


