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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 
December 16, 2013 

at the Department of Administration, 
Conference Room B - Second Floor, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 
 

Members Attending: Louise Herrington-Bright, Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, Rose Ellen 
Reynolds, Joan Ress Reeves, Carol Terry, Thomas Viall 
 
Members absent: Kristen Chin, Kenneth Findlay, Edward Garcia, Bart Hollingsworth, 
Phyllis Humphrey, Shirley Long, Phyllis Lynch, Joan Retsinas, Mary Ann Slocomb 
 
Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS): Karen 
Andrews, Donna DiMichele, Karen Mellor 
 
Guests: None 
 
Reporting: Karen Andrews 
 
Materials Distributed: None 
 

I. WELCOME 
Chair Tom Viall called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the October 21, 2013, meeting 
A recommendation was made by the Chair to postpone approval of the minutes until 
the next board meeting. 
 
Moved by: Joan Ress Reeves  
Seconded by:  Rose Ellen Reynolds 
 

III. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON: 
The Chair, Karen Mellor, and Donna DiMichele attended the 50th Anniversary of the 
University of Rhode Island's Graduate School of Library and Information Studies held 
on November 8, 2013. LBRI member, Joan Ress Reeves, was honored at the event.  
 
The Continuing Education program, The Essential Library, held at Barrington Public 
Library on November 18, 2013, was a success with a large turnout of library staff 
members and trustees. 
 
The COLA annual meeting will be held on February 11, 2014 from 5-7 p.m. The 
annual ‘Sweetheart of the Year’ will be announced at the meeting. 
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IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 
 
DOA Reports  
Karen Mellor will distribute the OLIS monthly RI Department of Administration report 
to the LBRI membership beginning in January 2014. 
 
2015 Budget & LSTA 
The Rhode Island State Budget will be released in January 2014; OLIS has 
submitted a budget for full funding of 13 FTEs and all programs, and a constrained 
budget as directed by the Budget Office. 
 
The Federal budget has been passed; no specific news on LSTA funding is available 
yet. 
 
Annual reports 
The annual report process for public libraries and two state institutions has been 
completed. The town of Johnston did not meet the Maintenance of Effort 
requirement, but a waiver has been approved.  
 
State Program Report - Donna DiMichele 
OLIS Staff have completed their reports for the State Program report due to the IMLS 
on December 30, 2013. Donna will review and edit the narrative; Karen Mellor will 
complete the financial section of the report. 
 
The Essential Library - Donna DiMichele  
There were sixty-nine attendees at the Essential Library program held at Barrington 
Public Library on November 18, 2013.  Thirty-nine of the attendees, eleven of which 
were library trustees, completed the program evaluation. 
 
Evaluation responses were positive and respondents were pleased to have had an 
opportunity to interact with other library staff and trustees. OLIS will consider having 
John Chrastka return for another engagement.  LBRI members requested copies of 
the breakout session notes. 
 
Protecting the Past: ESF 11 Summit - Donna DiMichele 
The RI Steering Committee for Protecting the Past and the RI Emergency 
Management Agency (RIEMA) convened a summit on December 4 for supporting 
partners of the Emergency Support Function (ESF) 11 Appendix. The ESF 11 
Appendix, Protection of Cultural Resources and Historic Properties, is called up 
during a disaster.  
 
Jamia McDonald, RIEMA Executive Director, and John Washburn, RIEMA 
Operations Manager, made opening presentations describing the functions of the 
Emergency Operations Center and the ways all the ESFs worked together. Steering 
Committee members carried the discussion further with descriptions of the types of 
support the partners can provide. 
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LORI Updates  
 
• Technology Scan: A new technology scan is ready for a January 2014 
deployment as part of the annual LORI certification process.  The scan was 
developed by a committee from the LORI Resource Sharing Working Group and will 
provide useful data which will be posted on the OLIS website. 
 
• Survey & statistics: The bi-annual LORI Delivery count results are posted on the 
OLIS website and provide interesting data on net lenders, net borrowers and the 
delivery system. The LORI Standards Report includes data on technology in libraries. 
 
Tiverton Library Groundbreaking 
Karen Mellor attended the Tiverton Library groundbreaking on October 26, 2013.  
Senator Reed and Representative Cicilline were present and spoke about the 
importance of libraries to the community.  
 
Talking Books Plus 
The Request for Proposals for a new contract for warehousing and shipping talking 
books materials and machines was posted in November. OLIS staff will review the 
responses this week. 
 
AskRI updates  
AskRI is adding a new resource from ProQuest, African-American Heritage.  A new 
version of Learning Express is also available. 
 
One Catalog 
The Chair met with the LORI Resource Sharing Working Group regarding the 
proposed single statewide catalog (“One Catalog”) of library holdings. LBRI members 
requested that a link be sent to them for the 2005 One Catalog Report from the Lib 
Futures Committee. One Catalog could culminate in either a single library catalog or 
as a virtual catalog that bridges different library catalogs. 
 
OLIS 2014 
 
• Standards: The newly adopted Public Library Standards and supporting materials 
will be posted on the OLIS website. The LORI standards and the Library Construction 
Reimbursement  Appendix F, which caps the reimbursement amounts per square 
foot, are due for review. 

 
• Continuing Education: A Community Needs Assessment workshop is planned for 

2014. 
 

Motion to approve:  Joan Ress Reeves 
Seconded by:  Rose Ellen Reynolds 

 
The report of the Chief of Library Services was unanimously accepted. 
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V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Rose Ellen Reynolds reported that there may be legislation proposed to modify the 
Maintenance of Effort requirement, and that legislation regarding endowments may 
reappear. 
 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. Hiring a new Chief of Library Services 
 The State is refraining from posting positions until the State Budget is released. 
  
B. Board Vacancies 

The Chair reported that LBRI board positions which will be vacant at the end of 
this legislation session include representatives of public library trustees, general 
readers, academic libraries, and special or corporate libraries. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
Standards Revision: The LORI Standards have not been revised for nine years and 
require review as technology needs have changed. The Public Library Construction 
Reimbursement Regulations Appendix F should be reviewed to consider updating 
the cap for construction costs per square foot.  

 
Members suggested that a committee of the Board be formed to review the LORI 
Standards and gather data; members should be drawn from the Board and the library 
community and represent all types of LORI libraries. This item should be placed on 
the January 2014 docket for new business.  
 
The Chair requested that any revisions to the Standards be completed by the end of 
this legislation session. 
 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT and ANNOUNCEMENT 
Donna DiMichele reported that John Bucci of the William Hall Library in Cranston has 
retired and his replacement is Adrienne Gallo, formerly the Branch Librarian at 
Oaklawn. Stefanie Blankenship is now the Branch Librarian at Oaklawn Library. 
 
Westerly Public Library and Providence Public Library will be announcing their new 
directors this week. 
 

IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 
The next meeting is scheduled for January 13, 2014. 
 

X. ADOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.  
 
Moved by:  Rose Ellen Reynolds  
Seconded by:  Joan Ress Reeves 


