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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 
October 21, 2013 

at the Department of Administration, 
Conference Room B - Second Floor, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 
 

Members Attending: Kristen Chin, Louise Herrington-Bright, Bart Hollingsworth, Phyllis 
Humphrey, Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, Joan Retsinas, Carol Terry, Thomas Viall 
 
Members absent: Kenneth Findlay, Edward Garcia, Shirley Long, Phyllis Lynch, Joan 
Ress Reeves, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Mary Ann Slocomb 
 
Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS): Karen 
Andrews, Karen Mellor 
 
Guests:   None 
 
Reporting:  Karen Andrews 
 
Materials Distributed:  
 

• The Essential Library:  Community Leadership Strategies, Barrington Public Library 
– November 18, 2013 
 

I. WELCOME 
Chair Tom Viall called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the September 16, 2013, meeting 

The meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 
 

Moved by:  Kristen Chin 
Seconded by:  Bart Hollingsworth 

 
III. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON: 

The University of Rhode Island’s Graduate School of Library and Information 
Services will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary on November 8, 2013, at 6:30 PM, 
at the Crowne Plaza in Warwick. 
 

John Chrastka, the speaker for the Essential Library: Community Leadership 
Strategies workshop at the Barrington Public Library on November 18, 2013, will be 
at the Trinity Brewhouse in Providence for another event at 7PM.  All are invited. 
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The Rhode Island Library Association (RILA) produced a 2014 calendar entitled 
Tattooed Librarians of the Ocean State. The calendar has received national press 
and sales of the calendar are excellent. 
 
The Chair will be meeting with Karen Mellor, Donna DiMichele, and Chaichin Chen of 
OLIS to discuss the linking of statewide library resources into one statewide catalog. 
Organizations, including the Library of Rhode Island (LORI) Resource Sharing 
Working Group, the Higher Education Library Information Network (HELIN), and 
Ocean State Libraries (OSL), are actively engaged in this discussion. 

 
IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 

 
2015 Budget 
The 2015 Budget has been submitted to the governor. Thirteen staff positions are 
allocated in the unconstrained OLIS 2015 Budget. 

 
Delivery 
The covered Delivery bin implementation is proceeding with a minimal amount of 
library materials being forwarded to OLIS for re-routing to libraries. The feedback 
from public libraries is positive and a delivery count survey will commence on 
November 3. 
 

Protecting the Past - RI and Disaster Recovery Centers 
Donna is attending the 2013 New England Library Association (NELA) Conference in 
Portland, ME to present the Protecting the Past – RI program in a session on similar 
programs in the US.  
 
As part of the RI Emergency Management Agency’s Emergency Support Function 11 
(ESF 11) Protection of Natural and Cultural Resources, and Historic Properties, ten 
Rhode Island public libraries are pre-screened as disaster recovery centers. The 
libraries include Barrington, Cranston, Cumberland, East Providence, Narragansett, 
Newport, North Scituate, Riverside, Warwick, and West Warwick.  
  
Affordable Care Act 
The Affordable Care Act (ACA) application process is progressing smoothly in Rhode 
Island. OLIS would like to initiate a Continuing Education (CE) program in 
collaboration with Broadband Rhode Island (BBRI) to promote the ACA in public 
libraries, and is seeking a library to host the event. 
 

Tiverton Library Construction 
The Tiverton Library will hold their ground-breaking ceremony on October 26, 2013. 
Karen Mellor will attend the ceremony; Senator Reed is expected to attend. 
 

Talking Books Plus News 
Andy Egan is speaking at meetings at senior centers across the state to talk about 
new digital technologies available to Talking Books Plus (TBP) patrons and also to 

http://131.128.70.2/
http://www.nelib.org/
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learn about the technologies that seniors use.  The meetings were coordinated by In-
Sight.  
 
OLIS is preparing an RFP for warehousing and shipping of TBP materials and 
machines as the current vendor contract will be expiring at the end of December.  
 
AskRI 
The AskRI Bus advertising campaign is underway. OLIS is planning a survey of 
librarians and library staff as part of the evaluation process of AskRI resources, and 
to seek input about other possible AskRI online resources. 
 
Institute of Museum & Library Services Grants 
 
• The University of Rhode Island’s Harrington School of Communication and Media 

has received a planning grant of $50,000 for Media Smart Libraries, a project to 
promote the use of children’s film and digital media for literacy. Renee Hobbs, 
director of the Harrington School, is planning a national conference for advocates 
including film makers, educators, and librarians. Cheryl Space, OLIS’ Youth 
Services Library Program Specialist, and the Providence Children’s Festival, will 
be on the planning board for this project. 

 
• Providence Public Library has received a grant of $500,000 to create “Adult 

Lifelong Learning Access (ALLaccess)” a model for implementing increased 
access to adult education and workforce services for populations with low 
educational attainment, low English literacy, low digital literacy, or disabilities. 
Providence Public Library and Cranston Public Library will work with other adult 
education partners from across the state to develop a model for increased access 
to adult education resources and workforce services. OLIS is also a partner in this 
project. 

 
• Providence Community Library (PCL) has received a grant of $250,000 to create 

programming that will prepare children who have not participated in formal early 
learning programs for kindergarten. The Ready to Learn Providence program from 
The Providence Plan (ProvPlan) will partner with PCL on the “Ready for K!” school 
program. 

 
Public Library Annual Reports 
The majority of Public Library Annual Reports have been completed. One library has 
not met the Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirement and three libraries need to 
submit revised documentation. 

 
Motion to approve:  Joan Retsinas 
Seconded by:  Monica Nazareth-Dzialo 

 
The report of the Chief Library Officer was unanimously accepted. 

 

http://www.imls.gov/
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V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
None at this time. 
 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. Hiring a new Chief of Library Services 
The position has not been posted; budget constraints are currently delaying the 
filling of positions across state government.  
 

B. Library Board of Rhode Island Vacancies 
The Chair reviewed the current LBRI member tenure expiration dates and 
requested that members whose terms will be expiring on December 31, 2013 
remain in their positions until the end of the June 2014 legislative session.   
Louise Herrington-Bright referred to RIGL §29-3.1-3, which states that “Public 
members shall not be appointed for more than two (2) successive three-year 
terms”. The Chair thanked the board for their recommendations for new board 
members. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business. 

 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT and ANNOUNCEMENT 

Karen Mellor announced that an initiative from the President of the American Library 
Association (ALA) encourages all to sign the Declaration for the Right to Libraries on 
the ALA website.  
 
The Chair reiterated that the LBRI November 18, 2013 meeting is canceled so that 
LBRI members may attend the Essential Library: Community Leadership Strategies 
seminar at Barrington Public Library from 1-4:30PM. Please register for this event on 
the OLIS website.  
 

IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 
The next meeting is scheduled for December 16, 2013. 
 

X. ADOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m.  
 
Moved by:  Carol Terry 
Seconded by:  Monica Nazareth-Dzialo 


