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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 
September 16, 2013 

at the Department of Administration, 
Conference Room B - Second Floor, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 
 

Members Attending: Kristen Chin, Louise Herrington-Bright, Phyllis A. Humphrey, 
Joan Ress Reeves, Joan Retsinas, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Mary Ann Slocomb, Carol  
Terry, and Thomas Viall 
 
Members absent: Bart Hollingsworth, Kenneth Findlay, Edward Garcia, Shirley Long, 
Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, Phyllis Lynch 
 
Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS): Karen 
Andrews, Donna DiMichele, Karen Mellor 
 
Guests:   None 
 
Reporting:  Karen Andrews 
 
Materials Distributed:  
 

• Proposed Library Board of Rhode Island Meeting Schedule 2013-2014 
• OLIS Webpage – Affordable Care Act (ACA):  Resources 
• The Essential Library:  Community Leadership Strategies, Barrington Public 

Library – November 18, 2013 
• RI Active Talking Books Plus Readers by City and Town (2013) 

 
I. WELCOME 

Chair Tom Viall called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m.   
 
The Chair welcomed Karen Andrews and introduced the Library Board Members. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the June 17, 2013, meeting 
The meeting minutes were unanimously approved with minor corrections. 
 
Moved by:  Joan Retsinas 
Seconded by:   Carol Terry 
 

III. REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON: 
Tom Viall thanked the Board Members for their service and advised them they are 
fulfilling the board’s mission and requested that they submit any items which they 
feel should be addressed. The Chair offered congratulations on behalf of the board 
to Karen Mellor for being named the interim Chief of Library Services. 
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IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 
 
OLIS Staffing 
Karen Mellor reported that Karen Andrews is the new Assistant Administrative 
Officer for OLIS, having joined the staff in mid-June, and that Howard Boksenbaum 
retired effective June 30, 2013. Cheryl Space, Youth Services Coordinator, was out 
for the summer and Alicia Waters facilitated the Summer Reading program in 
Cheryl’s absence. 
 
OLIS Budget 
The State of Rhode Island is currently involved in the annual budget process. OLIS 
has submitted documents to the Budget Office, which will submit the 2015 budget to 
the Governor in early October. 
 
Donna DiMichele stated that there is currently no federal budget in place for the 
federal year and the new grant allocation period which begins on October 1, 2013. 
OLIS is currently disbursing year two of the 2013 allocation. Because of the budget 
uncertainty in Washington, IMLS is not able to provide guidance on federal funding 
for federal FY2014 at this time.  
 
Delivery Bins  
Donna DiMichele reported that a total of 3480 library delivery bins have been 
purchased and are slated for delivery this week. Libraries were advised in a detailed 
memorandum about the new delivery bins process. Old bins will remain in the 
custody of the individual libraries at this time. OLIS is issuing a bulleted reference list 
for libraries regarding new bin implementation procedures. 
 
IMLS Visit  
James Lonergan, the IMLS State Program Officer, visited OLIS on September 10-
12, 2013, Donna DiMichele, OLIS LSTA Coordinator, organized the logistics of the 
visit. This visit was a review of the LSTA Grant Program at work in Rhode Island. 
During the visit, a variety of OLIS projects including Continuing Education, Youth 
Services, Talking Books Plus, and statewide databases were highlighted and state 
collaborations were presented.   
 
Site visits included RI Family Literacy Initiative classes at Cranston Public Library’s 
William Hall branch, the Marian Mohr Library in Johnston, Pawtucket Public Library, 
and the Providence Community Library (PCL).  The library staff at PCL reported to 
the IMLS Officer that the LSTA subgrant given to them by OLIS several years ago 
for the Citywide Extended Learning Program allowed them to build the infrastructure 
they needed to continue the program. James Lonergan requested that Michelle 
Novello from PCL write a brief article about the PCL grant and its outcomes for the 
blog on the IMLS website. 
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Karen and Donna reviewed OLIS’ five-year plan with James, and Cathy McMahon, 
the OLIS Fiscal Officer, met with James and OLIS Management Team regarding 
financial matters.   
 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
Karen Mellor spoke about OLIS’ role in communicating with public libraries’ 
regarding the ACA, and the part which libraries will play as this legislation is 
implemented. OLIS has posted information on its website, will be running a 
continuing education program on healthcare resources, and will also be working with 
the Department of Human Services to get the word out to libraries about ACA and 
health resources. If members would like information about the ACA, send Donna 
your email for OLIS’ ACA Google group. 
 
Talking Books Plus (TBP) Survey  
TBP staff have compiled a demographic report about TBP users.  A general 
discussion ensued regarding a proposed human interest story which could be 
presented to local papers for publication.   
 
The Chair queried members about the potential outcome for this proposed article. 
Members advised that a print story would get the word out to the public about TBP, 
and inform people about new technologies for the blind and disabled.  A tie-in with 
the digital revolution series currently running in the Providence Journal was 
suggested. 
 
Other Items 
Donna DiMichele discussed an outcome from the Protecting the Past grant which 
has been realized from the collaboration with RI Emergency Management.  Donna 
also reported on the annual PawSox game for the summer reading program finale.  

 
Motion to approve: Mary Ann Slocomb 
Seconded by:   Joan Ress Reeves 
 
The report of the Chief Library Officer was unanimously accepted. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Legislative Committee  
Rose Ellen Reynolds reported that there has been no new legislative action; the 
General Assembly adjourned at the end of June.   
 
Karen Mellor reported on legislation introduced at the end of the 2013 session, the 
Joint Resolution to create a special legislative commission to be known as the 
Broadband Policy Advisory Board Commission. The commission was to develop a 
comprehensive strategic plan for broadband development and opportunities in the 
state. The bill was heard by House Corporations but no action was taken. 
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V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A.  Filling position of Chief of Library Services:  A PAR (Personnel Action 
 Request) was initiated in the State of RI Human Resources system in April.  No 
 action has been taken and positions are not being filled on a statewide basis.   
  
B.  LBRI Membership:  The Chair and Donna DiMichele have compiled a 
 spreadsheet regarding board member tenure. The Chair asked members who  
 have served multiple terms and wish to move on to other ventures when their 
 current term is complete to inform him. The Chair requested recommendations 
 for new LBRI members.  
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
The proposed 2013-2014 Library Board Meeting Schedule was discussed and 
adopted. The Chair recommended that the meeting scheduled for November 18, 
2013, be canceled, and that board members attend The Essential Library: 
Community Leadership Strategies program at Barrington Public Library on that date. 
The program is presented through collaboration among OLIS, the RI Library 
Association (RILA) and the Coalition of Library Advocates (COLA). 

 
VII. PUBLIC COMMENT and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
       None. 
 
IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 
     The next meeting is scheduled for October 21, 2013. 
 
X.  ADOURNMENT 

Moved by:  Joan Ress Reeves 
Seconded by: Mary Ann Slocomb 

 
      The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
 

  
 
 
 


